re 


MEN agp AN 95( 


Che Citi’ Missionary 





A PLEA FROM AFRICA 


Is it because our skin is dark 
Our souls are darkened too? 
White brothers,.do you have a Light 
Our fathers. never knew? 


We heard it whispered there was One 
Could turn our nighi to day. 

It must be that He died. At least 
He never came our way. 


We even heard it said that He 
Could wash us white as snow. 

If we but knew the way to Him 
How gladly we would go! 


Some said that He was lifted up, 
A Light upon a hill. 

A cross, a crown! O, can it be 
That He is living still? 


Was it for us as well as you? 
It cannot be. We know 

You would not fail—were it for us 
You would have told us so! 


White brothers, we whose skin is dark, 
Whose souls are darkened too— 
Must we forever plead in vain 


For light? . . . WE’RE TRUSTING YOU! 
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Service in the Congo 


If you serve the Christ in Congo, 
You can count on this, my friend: 
You will need Him every moment, 
From the first day ‘til term’s end! 
For, you're up against the devil 
In the Congo hinterland, 
Witchcraft, wizardry and sorcery 
Beset on every hand, 
; 
Superstition holds this people 
In its dread-inspiring power, 
And they’re sure a “spell” can reach them 
Matters not where e’er they are. 
Their ““witch-doctors” hold them helpless 


As through hideous masks they leer, 


And with curse and incantation, 
Chill their trembling hearts with fear! 


Idols take the place of Jesus— 
For the Blood, some fetish charm; 
Medicine of strange concoction 
Brewed to save from every harm. 
They know nothing of the Gospel, 
Of salvation full and free! 
They know naught but sin and sorrow, 


Filth, and fear, and misery! 


Yes, you’re up against the devil 
In the Congo hinterland. 
But, praise God, we know the devil 
Cannot heaven’s power withstand. 
God has given mighty weapons, 
Forth wiih them we boldly fare; 
His own Word, Sword of the Spirit, 


And the wondrous power of prayer! 


—Lesley. 
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| A Blessed aid Happy New Year to All! 








| Ediforials 


For some time there has been a 
growing realization on the part of 
Congo Inland Mission board members 

that the increas- 








PROMOTIONAL ing scope and 
SECRETARY _ consequent. needs 
FOR of our .Congo 
CONGO INLAND work would ulti- 
MISSION mately call for 


some assistance in 
the administrative and promotional 
work in and by the home office. At 
the annual meeting of the board in 
April, 1949, Rev. Rediger mentioned 
this need and stated that whether 
such assistance could be provided 
would, he felt, have definite bearings 
on his being able to carry on the work 
in the office and among the constitu- 
ency. The Belgian government has re- 
cently adopted a policy of advance- 
ment for the African natives and has 
chosen to subsidize the work of mis- 
sions that can meet certain require- 
ments of the government for educa- 
tional and medical work and also ma- 
terial improvement. All this will re- 
quire additional and more extensively 
trained missionary personnel, the 
erection of more buildings and better 
equipment for those that are already 
there. The matter was referred to a 
special study committee for consid- 
eration. This committee in turn 
brought a recommendation to the 
board in special session on June 14, 
that steps be taken looking to the se- 
curing of someone for this purpose. 
The board adopted the recommenda- 
tion and left it to the executive com- 
mittee to look out such persons as 
would be able and willing to so assist 
in the work. In thus looking about, 
members of the committee and other 
members of the board who knew Mr. 
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THE NEW YEAR 
Just now, before our eyes is placed 
A page most white and fair, 
And when this year from us has passed 
What shall be written there? 


Upon it, we with eager hand 
Might write a schedule there, 

With joy and love for every month 
And days most bright and fair. 


’Tis true we’d write upon this page 


The words of faith and prayer, 
And deeds of love to those in pain— 
But lo! a voice we hear. 


A hand that’s pierced now holds a pen 
Ah, wilt thou trust it there 

Upon this page to write His plan, 
For you this coming year? 


We lift our eyes and now behold 
His face most sweetly fair, 

Because of thorn prints on His brow 
And a trace of sorrow there. 


“°’Tis better that thou knowest not 
The path that lies before, 

For then I’ll lead thee by the hand, 
And thou shalt trust Me more.” 


So now we bow our heads in prayer, 
These words shall be our plea— 
“Oh, Holy Master, write for us, 
The plan that pleaseth Thee.” 





Harve A. Driver of Wauseon, Ohio, 
felt that he would be well fitted to 
render such service. Brother Driver 
was accordingly approached in the 
matter and after due consideration 
expressed his willingness to explore 
the matter further with a view of pos- 
sibly entering upon such participation . 
in the work. He met with the board. 
at its semi-annual session in October, | 
and after conferring together, the. 
board extended him a call to thus’ 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Letters from the Field 
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A SUNDAY AT NYANGA 


Dear Readers of the Messenger, 


Dawn was delayed this Sunday morning 
by heavy clouds and rain pattering on 
the roof. Even now when we should be 
going to church there is a light sprinkle 
accompanied by a cool breeze. With the 
rank and file having no protection from 
the rain coming to church, and our pane- 
less church windows, it is at times advis- 
able not to have services. Such is the 
case this morning. 

By this time there are many African 
Christians who wholeheartedly would say 
with the Psalmist, “I was glad when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord.” Still there are too many 
professing Christians who need the ad- 
monition of the writer of Hebrews when 
he says, “Not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is.” 

Our three assistant pastors have been 
out in the district visiting our out-station 
work. Their reports of souls saved and 
others strengthened in their faith are en- 
couraging. But the reports also reveal 
a lack of concern on the part of many 
professing Christians for the work of the 
Lord. The love of money is taking hold 
of many and church offerings are not 
increasing ini proportion to the growth of 
the work and the need of money to carry 
it forward. May they receive a new vi- 
sion of Christ and His love. Would that 
we all were constrained by the Love of 
God to ‘work for Him as Paul was. 





Encouragements also come our way. The 
first Sunday of October we saw 78 young 
people baptised and taken into the church. 
On my itinerary the first part of the year 
I witnessed the power of the Gospel to 
turn men from sin and fettish worship to 
the living God. The decisive action of one 
chief warmed my heart’ especially. At 
the close of a service he with several others 
signified that he wanted to accept Christ. 


We explained to them to accept Christ 








~~, 





meant that they renounce worship of ithe 
Spirits and begin to pray to the living God. 
The chief had been sort of a witch doctor or 
diviner contacting the spirits in cases of 
sickness and death. He asked if he should 
do away withtthat witchcraft paraphernalia. 
While I was eating lunch he had come with 
the basket containing bird beaks, animal 
claws, etc., ‘which the assistant pastor had 
thrown into the prairie fire burning on 
the outskirts of the village. Last reports 
are that the chief is sincere and interested 
in the things of the Spirit. 

Will you please continue to uphold the 
work in prayer that many benighted people 
may yet find the Light. : 

Yours in His service, 


F.-J. Enne 





A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 


I won’t look back, God knows the fruitless 
efforts, 

The wasted hours, the sinning, the regrets; 

I’ll leave them all with Him who blots the 
record, 

And mercifully forgives—and then forgets. 


I won’t look forward, God sees all the fu- 
ture— 

The road that, short or long, will lead me 
home; 

And He will face with me its every trial, 

And bear with me the burdens that may 
come. 


But I’ll look up into the face of Jesus, 


For there my heart can rest, my fears are 


stilled, 

And there is joy, and love, and light for 
darkness, 

And perfect peace, and every hope fulfilled. 


—Annie Johnson Flint. 
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MUTENA — GRAMS 


By Lois Slagle, R.N. 


This month we will take a glimpse into 
the current workings of the various sta- 
tion departments. 


> 


Industrial 

There is never a dull moment in the 
Industrial Department of a station which 
is in its beginning days. Mutena’s de- 
partment is no exception. 

One school unit; has been erected and 
will be completed as soon as the floor 
has been cemented. Classes have already 
convened ini the building. 

Our garage is also nearing competion— 
with a portion of the cement floor remain- 
ing to be done. We are hoping to use this 
building as our central dining room. for 
our Field Conference guests in December. 

The construction of the new maternity 
ward is well under way. The completion 
of this building will provide us with addi- 
tional housing facilities for our conference 
guests. This Field Conference promises 
to be one of our largest. Thus additional 
housing facilities will be a necessity. 

The school boys are continuing in their 
clearing of the station site. The greatest 
share of the tract; has been cleared; but 
there are still some trees and stumps 
which must be removed. Other boys are 
busy ini the carpenter shop, planing boards 
to be used for doors and window frames 
in the new maternity ‘ward. Some. boys 


have been aiding in! the making of bricks, . 


as well as their laying. You will under- 


stand, I think, that the task of the indus-. 


trial man is nio small one. 
Evangelistic 

Our outstation teachers came into the 
station! the first week in June—for a week 
of Institute. Instructions were given, rel- 
ative to their work as_ teachers. The 
same week, so that they too might benefit 
from it, ‘we had a week of special services. 
Muazemba Pierre, pastor at Nyanga, 
brought very helpful and challenging mes- 
sages. On the last Sunday of the special 
meetings, a baptismal service was held 
- in the early morning. A good number fol- 
lowed their Lord in baptism. The same 
afternoon all Christians in good standing 
were given the opportunity of casting their 


vote for assistant pastors to aid in the 
work. 

The women’s meetings under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. Dick, continue to be well at- 
tended. Their willingness to give of their 


_ produce and their money is amazing. How 


our Congo mothers need to be instructed 
in the ‘ways of a godly mother that they 
might rear their children in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord! . 

Mrs. Dick also conducts bi-weekly chil- 
dren’s services in the villages. One is held 
in one end of our village on Tuesday eve- 
ning, and the other on Friday evening in 
the opposite end. 


Educational 

Our second semester of school commenc- 
ed the fourth of July. We were happy to 
see the large percentage of students who 
returned to complete their semester’s 
work. Usually a good many drop out— 
since school attendance is not compulsory. 

We have the two schools in. operation— 
one for the lower grades which Mrs. Neu- 
feld oversees, and tthe other for the more 
advanced student who is interested in 
teaching as a profession. This school is 
under Lodema’s direction. The entire 
day is well taken up with school activities, 
especially ‘since we are altttempting to 
bring our schools up to the government 
standard. 
Medical 

Sometime ago the Diamond Mine Com- 
pany constructed and put into operation 
a dispensary in our village. Thus our 
people had the choice of two places for | 
receiving medical aid. It was not very 
many days before the novelty of the new 
dispensary disappeared. The African in 
charge was taking advantage of his posi- 
tion. Medical treatment was to be given 
free, but from his patients he exacted a 
gift for his services. Jn one instance, a 
girl had been severely burned on the leg. 
She sought his aid, but before he would 
continue treatment, he required a chicken. 
from, her. She had no chicken to give; 
consequently, she received no treatment. 
Later she sought our aid. We have soon 
learned that the African would much rath- 
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er take advantage of medical help from a 
dispensary which is not operated by his 
own! race. Our work has not in any way 
been hurti by the new dispensary. Patients 
are coming from distant villages for help. 
Our five grass houses are filled to capacity 
most of the time. 

A severe epidemic of whooping cough 
has struck Mutena and the surrounding 


villages. Many little children have been 
very ill. One child succumbed to the 
malady. With Lodema’s help we spent 


one entire afternoon in an attempt to 
keep alive two six-week old babies who 
had been stricken. The Lord helped us; 
our efforts were not in vain. 


THE BIBLE, A MISSIONARY BOOK 

Every book in the New Testament was 
written by a foreign missionary. 

Every epistle in the New Testament that 
was written to a church wes written to a 
foreign missionary church. 

Every New Testament letter written to an 
individual was written to the convert of a 
foreign missionary. 

The one book of prophecy in the New 
Testament was written to seven foreign mis- 
sionary churches in Asia. 

The language of the books of the New 
Testament is the missionary’s language. 


The map of the early Christian world is 
the tracings of the missionary journeys of 
the apostles. 

The problems which arose in the early 
church were largely questions of missionary 
procedure. 


Of the twelve apostles chosen by the Lord 
Jesus, every apostle except one became a 
missionary. 

The only man among the twelve apostles 
who did not become a missionary, became a 
traitor.—The King’s Business. 


If he smokes two packs a day, the average 
cigarette addict spends $100.00 a year on this 
senseless habit. If he smokes from age 
twenty to age sixty it costs him over $4,000 
which, if put in a savings account instead so 
as to earn interest, would buy a little home 
in the country (and perhaps prolong his life 
to enjoy it).—Pentecostal Evangel. 
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* GRADUATION AT NYANGA 
Henry and Mary Toews 

We bring to you the news of the Gradua- 
tion Exercises of the Bible School of 
Nyanga. The graduation activities proper 
started a week ago Saturday, when the 
illustrious seniors prepared their banquet. 
I mean the Africans prepared the dishes 
and delicacies of their feast. It was not pre- 
pared for them by the missionaries—for 
they might not know the best ways of 
flavoring these Africans’ food. 

In the morning a pig and a goat were 
butchered. A wash-tub and boiler owned 
by the missionary were used to wash and 
boil the meat. An African feast spells 
MEAT. School tlables were carried out to 
the lawn near the Toews’ house. The 
tables were washed with strong soap 
and kerosene to kill living creatures 
as well as to chase away the dirt and 
ink which had accumulated in the ‘school 
rooms. 

At about 4:30 p.m. the white-clothed 
Africans began to appear. Each one 
brought his own service, such as a soup 
dish, a fork or spoon. A glass or cup was 
brought for water. The busy hands of 
the committee scooped out the meat and 
juice into the dishes of the banqueteers. 

Several songs were sung by the group 
as a fitting opening. Then Sha Pulu, one 
of the African leaders, gave a short talk. 
Mr. Enns represented the missionary 
group, giving a short speech, also. 

On Sunday afternoon, Miss Quiring gave 
a message to the graduating class, on 
“Courage in the Lord’s Work.” The 
group sang two special numbers, one of 
them being “Steal Away to Jesus,’ in 
Kipende. 

On Monday morning the group of thirty- 
three graduates marched into the church— 
which was already well filled with school 
children and adults. Their motto, which 
had been printed by a fellow Christian, 
was well displayed in front of the church. 
The motto read: Psalm 18:18, “The Lord 
is my STAY.” 

The theme of the motto was carried out 
in tthe songs aS well as in the message by 
Milonga Samuel. The third special musi- 
cal number was rendered as the graduates 
knelt on the platform and sang, “I Will be 
True to Thee.” The second verse in Ki- 
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pende has a meaning similar to th® Eng- 
lish, 

Tho’ it may cost me friends and home, 

I will be true to Thee; 

Cause me in lands afar to roam, 

' I will be true to Thee. 

The service was closed with singing of 
the song, “One With My Lord,” translated 
from the Moody School Song. The diplo- 
mas were given out by Mr. Toews, who 
had charge of the Bible School. 


' OCCUPY TILL I COME 
A sacred trust my Lord to me has giv’n: 
The pounds are His; to use them is my task. 
Whether ’neath skies all bright or tempest- 
riven 
His service leads, it is not mine to ask; 
He tells me not how long the time shall be 
Till He shall deem it best to call me home: 
I only hear Him saying unto me, 
“Occupy thou until I come.” 


He does not say that I may choose my toil, 
And only do the things that please me best; 
Nor does He tell me when I’ve served a 
while, 
That I may lay His armor by and rest; 
But He asks for calm endurance to the end, 


Alike through joy or pain, through light or 


gloom, | 
And promises to be my Guide, and Friend, 
So I must occupy until He come. 


How dare I, 
pounds 
In folds of uselessness, and lay aside! 
On every side rich fields of toil abound 
Where they may be increased and glorified. 
I may not understand why He to me 
Gives but perchance one talent, while to 
some, 
He gives the five or ten, yet faithfully 
Must I still occupy until He come. 


then, enwrap the precious 


Why should it matter whether one or ten, 
Since all are His, and but a trust retained 
To use for Him, until He comes again 
To see how much my toil for Him has 
gained. 
But it does matter whether I, at last, 
Among the faithless meet a bitter doom, 
Or hear Him say to me, “Well done! Thou 
hast 
Been faithful unto me until I came!” 
—M. C. Hayward. 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Adine E. McDowell 


Thoughts for the New Year 
If we were to look at the past we would 
find reason enough for discouragement, 
provided we let our minds dwell upon the 
failures found there. There is another 
way of regarding the past, however. This 


' better way is to admit there were failures 


and to seek profit from them in the future. 
This is the only way we can go forward. 


The mountain climber sometimes slips 
in making the ascent. If he were to reason 
with himself in this way: “I made a 
mistake, I failed to get my footing——” 
he never again would do mountain climb- 
ing; greater heights could never be attain- 
ed. He rather takes the attitude: “I 


will be more careful to get my footing; 


I will plant my staff more firmly in the 
ice next time.”’ Failure can always be 
made a stepping stone to success. 


The New Year will bring eight thousand 
seven hundred eighty-four golden hours 
to each of us who is permitted to live to 
see the year through. Over one-third of 
these golden hours will be spent in sleep 
and rest; more than another third in daily 
work; while the remaining golden hours— 
some two thousand or more—we usSe at 
our own discretion. 


Many references are made to the New 
Year as a time we turn a page of our Book 
of Life. With the turning of the page 


_we turn our backs on the tired past with 


its fear, distress and strife and look upon 
a mew “page of love, brightness and joy. 
It is not the turning of the page that 
counts, but rather what message we pen 
each day upon the new page. It is what 
we may teach as we humbly write, or, 
what we, by living, may learn. 


Time is a stewardship we all share 
equally—each has twenty-four hours a 
day. A millionaire may have more money 
than you; others may have a wealth of 
knowledge that you do not possess; but, 
these have no more time—they, too, have 
only twenty-four hours. Let us take the 
golden hours of the New Year and plan to 


be good stewards of them—using them 


carefully to God’s glory. —Selected. 
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EDITORIALS 


(Continued from page 4) 


serve the cause of Congo Inland Mis- 
sion. At a further meeting of the 
study committee on November 7, 
Brother Driver presented his thought 
as to how he might be able to give 
part time service during the year 
1950. The committee approved of the 
proposal and took steps to advise oth- 
er members of the board accordingly, 
asking for their commitments regard- 
ing it, with a view of Brother Driv- 
er’s taking up the work as of January 
1, should that meet with the approval 
of a majority of the members of the 
board. With nearly all returns now 
received and all of them favorable, it 
is herewith announced that Brother 
Driver has accepted the call of the 
board and will begin his service Janu- 
ary 1. Mr. Driver’s work will be in 
connection with assisting Rev. C. E. 
Rediger who is the executive secre- 
tary of the board, in gearing both the 
home constituency and the mission- 
ary conference in the Congo, to this 
new expansion of work of the mis- 
sions in the whole of Africa. Brother 
Driver is a native of Kansas, a gradu- 
ate of Goshen College, and for a 
number of years has been a member 
of the Evangelical (Defenseless) Men- 
nonite Church at Archbold, Ohio. He 
is head of a poultry producing and 
processing business at Wauseon, O., 
which has grown to sizable propor- 
tions, and has withal been active in 
both local church and conference in- 
terests. During the coming year he 
will give part time work to the Congo 
Inland Mission while also directing 
his business and seeking to arrange 
for its operation after the close of the 
year, at which time, it is anticipated, 
he will enter upon full-time service 
in behalf of Congo Inland Mission. It 
was agreed that his office be referred 
to as promotional secretary, deeming 
that whatever enhances and furthers 
the cause is promotional in nature. 
We praise God for those who are will- 
ing to respond to the will of God, for 
the promotion of the work to the sal- 
(Continued on page 13) 
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IMPRESSIONS FROM A VISIT TO 
CONGO. 
W. L. Muncy, Jr.* 


It has been my pleasure and good 
fortune to spend seven weeks in the Congo 
visiting the mission stations of the Ameri- 
can. Baptist Foreign Mission Society. I 
have spent some time alt each of the sta- 
tions and visited many of the villages in 
each station area. It has been a thrilling 
experience for one who has the privilege 
and the responsibility of teaching Missions 
and Evangelism ini a seminary in the 
United Staites. 

The African people have a way of walk- 
ing right into the heart of a visitor from 
ia foreign land. They have walked into 
my heart. I have been impressed with 
their good humor, respect for and courtesy 
toward white people. I have been inspired 
by their ready and sincere response to 
simple Gospel messages. Their faithful- 
ness to their employers is characteristic 
of their race im all lands. Many are will- 
ing to ‘work for the missionaries and the 
missions at great sacrifice. This faithful- 
ness and loyalty have reminded me on 
every hand of similar qualities and atti- 
tudes in the lives of the Negroes of my 
own country. The Belgian Government 
officials have been uniformly courteous 
and helpful to the visitor from another 
country. It is my impression that these 
men are doing their best for the advance- 
ment of the Africans and for the devel- 
opment of the natural resources of the 
Congo. It seems that the policies of the 
government have been humane and help- 
ful ever since the Congo became a colony 
of Belguim. 

The fellowship of the missionaries has 
been a rich blessing to me everywhere I 
have gone. I love missionaries. I have 
been accused of placing a ‘‘halo” about the 
heads of missionaries and I readily plead 
guilty to the charge. It is my opinion that 
they are our Lord’s choice and most de- 
voted servants wherever ‘they may be 
found. It has been my great privilege to 
live in the homes of missionaries in eight 
countries outside the United States be- 
fore coming to Congo. My love for them 
and my appreciation of their worth and 
work grow with every contact with them. 
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My heart will often turn to Congo and 
see these faithful men and women of God 
when I pray. 

Every phase of mission work is impor- 
tant) and may be used for the primary 
task of evangelism. It has been a joy to 
me to find that every phase of the work 
is so used in Congo. The medical staffs 
of the hospital are concerned ‘with the 
winning of the people for Christ. One 
good missionary doctor gives a two-year 
course, one hour per week, in personal 
evangelism to the students who are to be 
nurses and midwives. Every in-patient in 
this hospital is assigned to a student for 
personal evangelism and four chapel serv- 
ices are conducted in this hospital every 
day: The nurses who are trained here 
often) preach in the villages where they 
conduct dispensaries. The educational 
missionaries do not fail to seize their 
opportunities for evangelism. I have 
preached in many of their schools and 
have had the joy of seeing many students 
confess Christ as Lord of their lives. The 
missionaries who teach in the schools as 
well as the native monitors and teachers 
are anxious to use all their opportunities 
for the primary Christian task of evan- 
gelism. 

The concern of the native pastors and 
leaders for the spiritual welfare of the 
people is evident to tthe visitor. I took 
a moving picture of a witch doctor doing 
his incantations one day. The faithful 
native pastor was embarrassed by the fact 
that such a picture was to be shown in 


America but when the picture ‘was finish- — 


ed, he went to the Witch doctor amd said, 
“He will take that picture to America to 
show the difference between people who 
are saved and those who are not’ saved. 
The thing that makes me sad is that you 
are mot saved.’ He said those words 


so humbly and_ so _ sincerely _ that 
the witch doctor was not offended 
but was glad to hear the Gospel 


when I preached in his village two days 
later. 


One faithful monitor was concerned for 
the salvation of an idolater who was a 
leader in, his village. He went one morn- 
ing to his home to talk with him about 
Christ. He asked him to give up his fet- 


me dio: atey 
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ishes, assuring him that Christ could and 
would take care of him. The idolater 
replied, ‘“‘But they are my life. If I give 
up my fetishes, I will die or something 
bad will happen to me.” He was wistful 
as he said those words, and the monitor 
spent the day with him. Toward evening, 
the monitor said, “If you don’t want to 
throw those fetishes into the river, let 
He agreed, but said, “All 
right. You may throw them into the 
river but I know that I will die or some- 
thing bad ‘will happen to me.” The mon- 
itor then threw the fetishes into the river. 

The monitor spent the night with his 
idolater friend and part of the next day. 
He prayed with him and assured him that 
Christ would take care of him. He left 
the home but went back the next day. 
He asked, ““Has anything happened?” The 


reply was, “No. Everthing is all right.’ 


The former idolater is now enrolled as 
an inquirer. 

It has been an inspiration to me to see 
at close range that every phase of mission 
work is evangelistic. Perhaps we should 
abandon such terms as ‘‘Medical mission- 
aries,” ‘Educational missionaries,” and 
“Evangelistic missionaries.’ All the mis- 
sionaries are really “Evangelistic mission- 
aries.” In fact, God expects every be- 
liever to be an evangelist. 

From my brief visit, two impressions 
have come to me as to the most urgent 
needs of the African believers. The first is 
that they need to be challenged, inspired 
and trained to be personal evangelists. 
Our Lord’s last command in the Bible, 
“Let him that heareth say, Come’ (Rev. 
22:17) is directed to African believers as 
well as to believers of all other races. 
In that brief command, our Lord commis- 
sions every one who hears the gospel and 
believes jto invite others to “come and take 
of the water of life freely.’”?’ This commis- 
sion needs to be laid upon the consciences 
of African believers. My impression is 
that they feel that evangelism is the re- 
sponsibility of missionaries and pastors 
only. Nothing will grow Christian charac- 
ter quite as rapidly and as permanently 
as personal witnessing. The naitives can 
be more effective, perhaps, in dealing with 

(Continued on page 21) 
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MINUTE MEDITATIONS 


Perhaps the next few years are the 
testing ones for Americans; there are so 
many things of which we have not learned 
the value. 

* * * 


Silence in many instances is eloquent. 
* * * 

Just suppose Jesus had taken up a 

sword instead of a towel! 
* * * 

A big man is bigger than all the mis- 
takes he makes. 

* * * 

Some men} go to church only three times 
in their life. Each time they are sprinkled, 
first. with water, secorid with rice, third 
with dirt. Each time they are taken, first 
by the parents, second by the bride, third 
by the pallbearers. Pitiful, isn’t it? 

* * * 

Few people ever feather their nests by 
going on wild-goose chases. 

% * * 

A $1 bill may be held so close to the 

eyes, it shuts out) the whole universe. 
, * *x * 

What a lot of luxuries we could do with- 
out, if only our neighbors did not have 
them. 


* * * 


Have you learned to increase your 


friends by living? 
* * * 

Too many people consider missions as 
a revolving door; they want to go through 
with it but on the other fellow’s push. 

* * * 

Most of us see better when sorrow’s 

tears have washed our eyes. 
* * * 

Do you only believe in the things you 

can measure or weigh? 
* * * 

The person who thinks carefully will not 
likely act carelessly. 

* * * 

The best that you can do is not good 
enough. 

* xe * 

Should we ignore the beauty of the 
sunrise, because we don’t know the reason, 
of its beauty? 


There are a few things in life you can 
give and yet keep, your promises. 
* * * 


Never put a question mark where God 
has put a period. 

* * * 

In the name of Jesus is caught the sigh 
of Gethsemane and the groan of Calvary. 
* * * 

By not accepting the offered pardon of 
Jesus Christ you are keeping yourself 
from jthe deepest joy ever known instead 
of giving up any pleasure if you do accept 
Him. 

* * * 

Your heart may be’ bursting with joy, 

while your eyes are dimmed with tears. 
* * % 

Debts break up more homes than dis- 
loyalty. 

* * * 

No person ‘will ever “do” until he is 
strong eniough “to do without.” 

* * ok 


Are you bigger than your pet notions, 
ideas, your church, or the little crowd 
you belong to? 
d * * * 


The truth has been good for 2,000 years; 


‘it’s good for 2,000 more. 


* * * 


The biggest cemetery is where unused 
talents lie buried. 
* + * 


Time ripens things, no man is born wise. 
* * * 


Wisdom is applied knowledge and truth, 
* * * 


It takes many a tight place in life to 
make a “real man’’ out of a male. 
* * * 
God requires us to measure up to some- 
thing just too big for us, thus we grow. 
* * * 
Digging ‘wells is about the only place 
where you start at the top. 
* * * 


The way you live concerns more thought 
than your theology lessons. 
* * * 
If we wouldn’t imitate so much we could 
incorporate more. 
(Continued on page 23) 
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The Congo Inland Mission Looks Ahead 


By H. A. Driver 





H. A. Driver, Promotional Secretary 


It has been my privilege to look into 
the work of the Congo Inland Mission and 
to read some history and happenings in 
connection with its workings during the 
past 87 years. I have been impressed 
with the fact that many people have been 
interested enough in carrying the good 
news of the gospel to the natives of Africa 
sufficiently at least to invest a substantial 
part of their means in this mission field; 
for I find that there is a material invest- 
ment in the four stations valued at over 
$100,000 in present day money values, 
and furthermore, during this 37 years over 
$1,000,000 has been invested in the sup- 
port of the missionaries on the field, in 
the transporting of them to and from the 
field, and in the general running expenses 
of the mission. Also, I have noticed that 
the gifts to the Congo Inland Mission 
since the year 1945 have increased about 
$10,000 annually, and that during the all- 
time high income year of 1948 there was 
an increase of $27,000. During 1949 the 


favorable to the African. 


gifts have fallen down to about $10,000 


more than the year of 1947. So I am 
convinced that the supporters of the Congo. 
Inland Mission have faith in their board 
and in their missionaries, and that they will 


‘stand by them in years tio come as they 


have done in the past. I am sure that the 
wealth of intangible and unseen resources 
is greater than even this material tangible 
wealth, as evidenced by the steady growth 
of missionary personnel and by the fact 
that there are over 10,000 communicant 
members in our mission stations, besides 
a much larger Christian community at each 
station. Many: who have gone before, and 
who are still living, have invested prayers, 
sacrifices, and consecrated living to the 
task of missions in, the Congo. Further- 
more, I am sure that our missionaries and 
the administration of the Congo Inland 
Mission have the confidence and respect 
of the Belgian) government which controls 
the Congo. There are 44 Protestant mis- 
sions operating in the Congo, and our 
mission has been signally honored by the 
Belgian government in that it has been 
one of the few of these missions whose 
work they have chosen to aid by govern- 
ment subsidies. Belgium, along with other 
Western European powers that control 
territory in Africa, has recently entered 
upon a new colonial policy that is very 
They have be- 
come ‘aware of the fact that the once 
Dark Continent of Africa is finally becom- 
ing lightened; that the native African is 
rapidly taking his place along with other 
cultured and civilized peoples. Eventually 
he is going to demand more authority 
from his government anyhow, so they wise- 
ly have reasoned that they had better do 
something for the native while there is 
still opportunity, because Communism is 
a constant threat. The quickest and most 
effective way for them to do this for the 
native African is through agencies already 
existing, such as the Cong’o Inland Mission. 
So the Belgian government, says we will 
subsidize education, medical, and material 
programs of tthe mission and give them a 
free hand with their Evangelism; but in 
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order to receive these government sub- 
sidies, our mission must meet: the require- 
ments of the government. Our teachers 
must have a license before they leave tthe 
states, and must study a year in Belgium 
before they go to the Congo. Our school 
buildings must meet specifications as to 
lighting, desks, and other equipment. Most 
of our school buildings will have to be 
altered and additions built to others; so 
to meet these requirments for money from 
the Belgian government we must add to 
our capital investment in tthe Congo Inland 
Mission at this time. The missionaries 
and the board think this is a challenge 


that we have and dare not miss this oppor-. 


tunity for it will greatly increase the 
scope and possibilities of our Christian 
testimony in the Congo. To meet these 
requirements ‘will take an increase in the 
capital investment of the C. I. M. amount- 
ing to $35,000 to be shared by ithe support- 
ing conferences. JI am happy to be of as- 
sistance to Rev. Rediger ind the board in 
the administration of this work, and my 
prayer is that I may be able to work ef- 
ficiently and effectively to the extension 
of the kingdom of God and the promotion 
of His work. 


EDITORIALS 


(Continued from page 9) 


vation of many who have not yet 
heard, and all of this to the glory of 
His name. . Let us continue to be 
“worker together with Him.” 


* ok 


Miss Erma Birky arrived safely in 
the homeland on November 2nd, dis- 
embarking at Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania. After 
spending a 
long term in 
Congo because of the effects of war, 
Miss Birky is enjoying a much de- 
served furlough in the U. S. A. with 
loved ones and friends. Her health 
chart shows that the blessing of God 
has been hers in a physical way, also. 
May the blessings of her being among 
us be mutual, all to His honor and 
glory and to the interest of the work 
over there. . 


ARRIVED IN U.S. A. 


Miss Irma Beitler, R.N., has after 
all these weeks and months of study 
and exams in Belgium, arrived at 

Charlesville, Afri- 


ARRIVED! AT ca, her place of 


CHARLESVILLE assignment to en- 
STATION IN gage in the work 
THE CONGO there. They arriv- 


ed at Port Franc- 
qui via river boat at noon on Thanks- 
giving Day. Miss Beitler says she can- 
not give expression to her inward 
feelings, after longing for so long to 
be where the Lord has called her to 
serve Him. Quote from a recent let- 
ter: “After the first evening meal “the 
Circle singers’ came and sang for me 
and presented me with a Tshiluba 
Bible. I am longing to be able to use 
it. The next morning the medical boys 
came to sing a song of welcome they 
had composed in my honor, with a 
welcome all in French. (This no doubt 
she understood) — but that was not 
the end yet; in the P. M. the choir 
came representing the school chil- 
dren. By this time I feel I had been 
thoroughly welcomed.” 


eee 103 


Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Entz and 
Miss Beitler had the pleasure of meet- 
ing at Matadi and traveled together 

to the interior, 
ARRIVED! arriving the 
SAFELY AT same time and 
MUTENA STATION day at Port 

Francqui. Mr. 
Yoder met them in the panel truck 
and they had their first ride on real 
Congo roads. One of their fears was 
that their things should have been 
packed with a bit more caution! The 
Entzs will be stationed at Mutena 
and will find a full schedule awaiting 
them just as soon as they can think 
and speak in Congo terms; the Neu- 
felds and Miss Slagle being due to 
furlough in 1950. 

How we praise God for these young 
people. And how dare we fail them, 
both by prayers from our hearts and 
by our means? Remember we have 
pledged to “hold the ropes” as they 


labor in our stead! 
(Continued on page 22) 
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ON THE WAY! 


Aboard the Leopoldville 
between Antwerp and Matadi 


Dear Friends and Loved Ones: 


Once again we are changing ad- 
dresses, and once again we are going 
to try the old “carbon copy” method 
of trying to give some of you a bit of 
a review of our trip from Belgium to 
Congo. May we start by saying that 
‘we are very glad to be finally on the 
way. We were in Belgium exactly 
thirteen months to the day. The time 
passed swiftly as we were busy all 
the time, but whenever we thought in 
terms of Congo, it still seemed a long 
way off. Now that we are actually 
on the way, it seems a bit difficult to 
believe. We have been looking to- 
ward Africa now for something like 

Rev. and Mrs. James E. Bertsche three years, and there have always 
been sOme hurdles between to be 
crossed first. Now that we are at last on our way, we can truthfully say that it is a 
new joy for us. At no time has there been a greater certainty in our hearts that Congo 
truly is the place to which God is leading us than now and it is with a genuine sense of 
eagerness and anticipation that we are looking forward to setting foot on African soil 
for the first time. However, the nearer we come, the more keenly do we become aware 
of our weaknesses; our inabilities, and our frailties. We would earnestly seek a place 
on your prayer lists during these first weeks and months of our time on the field es- 
pecially. We realize full well that the first contacts, first words, first impressions, first 
acts, first attempts, etc., are exceedingly important and we do so much want to avoid all 
blunders possible. Pray with us that we may keep in that relationship with the Saviour 
that we may sense His leading and His prompting in every situation in which we'll find 
ourselves in these next months. We have a host of things to learn, we know. Undoubt- 
edly, we will learn some of them the “hard way”! But we are anxious to fit as rapidly 
as possible into the situation on the field, and we want soon to be able to start making 
some small contributions to the work on the field. Won’t you be praying for us to this 
end? 


After the usual fiurry of last minute things, we left Belgium on September 20th, at 
five minutes after 12:00 noon. We were particularly appreciative of the nice group of 
‘fellow missionary friends that were at the dock to see us off. Having just finished our 
year in Belgium, we know some of their difficulties. We would urge you not to forget 
‘them—not only those of the CIM constituency, but the entire group. There are now bet- 
ter than 100 adult Protestant missionaries studying French and taking courses in Belgium 
to meet the latest Government requirements. They represent practically all corners of 
Congo; many mission boards and) denominations and a great variety of countries. The 
potentialities for Christ’s Cause in the Congo are tremendous in the erours Don’t forget 
them in your missionary prayer gatherings. 





Our boat, this time, is the ‘“Leopoldville.” It is one of three first-class combinations, 
freight and passenger boats, which sail regularly between Antwerp and Congo, along 
‘with several smaller ships. There are accommodations for 140 adults and about 40 chil- 
dren on board. Then there are several holds for bringing raw products back to Belgium 
from the Congo. Another feature of the boat is that they have installed several 
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great tanks in which they bring back tens 
of thousands of gallons of palm oil each 
return trip, this being one of the principal 
products of the Congo. 

It being a first-class boat, they put con- 
siderable emphasis upon service with the 
typical European slant. Everything is done 
for you, practically. The dining-hall is a 
beautifully decorated half-circle with tables 
of six or eight people arranged around the 
room. Each table then has its own waiter. 
There are always fine linens; new menu 
cards each day; and a most confusing bai- 
tery of silverware ranked around three 
sides of one’s plate!! The meals are always 
served in carefully planned courses with a 
complete change of china for each one, and 
if one uses every pretext for employing a 
fresh set of silver, eventually one comes out 
even at the end of the meal! Their food is 
very well prepared, but they have the us- 
ual tendency toward a lot of heavy meat 
dishes, which is typically Belgian. Then, of 
course, there is the inevitable wine and 
beer. There are two bars on the boat, and 
even though the first days have been a bit 
chilly, the liquid spirits have been flowing 
freely. I hate to think of what the con- 
sumption will be when we once hit hot 
weather! 


The boat has some other interesting in- 
novations. For instance, they have a soda 
bar where one may get ice cream or milk 
shakes. There is a dark room for photog- 
raphy fans. There is a ship library and 
reading room. For bad weather, there is 
a large glassed-in salon facing out over 
the prow of the boat. Upon top deck, there 
is a tiny little swimming pool. For the 
kiddies there is a special deck and play- 


room carefully fenced in. The boat is paint- 


ed almost completely white; has a capacity 
of some 17,000 tons, and a cruising speed of 
15 knots, which adds up to 350 to 400 miles 
every 24 hours. The boat is equipped with 
‘all the latest nautical rigging and equip- 
ment, such as radar, radio telephone. One 
can talk with most anyone in the world if 
he is prepared to lay out the cash they ask 
for the privilege. There is a crew and 
service group of 137 men, and a few women. 
There is a_ clinic service;  ship’s doctor; 
couple of nurses; laundry; barber and beau- 
ty parlor and novelty store. <A sheet of 
world news is posted each day. There is a 
large map on which the route of our trip is 
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traced. Each day at noon, a little flag is 
posted showing the point at which we are 
and the distance covered since the day be- 
fore. 

We left Antwerp Tuesday noon at 12:05. 
By about 3:30 we were at Flushing, Hol- 
land, a point about half-way along the 
Escaut River, out to the English Channel. 
There we dropped our first river captain, 
and took on the second one. Due to the 
dangerous nature of the river, its many shal- 
lows and sand bars, all ocean vessels com- 
ing in have to have a specially trained and 
experienced river pilot. By 6:30 or so, we 
were out of the river and into the English 
Channel. Soon we passed the harbor boat 
at which point a little open out-board mo- 
tor-boat came to meet us. When it came 
alongside, the captain began clambering 
(down over the side on a dangling rope lad- 
der. In spite of the fact that he probably 
was an “old sea salt” from away back, I 
noticed that when he got to the bottom and 
the little boat bobbed around on a wave, 
he made an ungraceful grab for something 
solid just about as fast as any of the rest 
of us land-lubbers would have done!! The 
last hours of daylight were spent going out 
into the English Channel. Again, we were 
struck by the number of derelicts and ship- 
wrecks that are to be seen. Many places 
in the Channel are quite shallow and one 
can see most of the masts sticking out of 
the water. They are grisly souvenirs of the 
hectic and desperate days of War II, and 
the great bid Germany made to choke off 
Britain. Just as late as two or three months 
ago, a paque boat, or ferry, making a regu- 
lar run between Dover, England, and 
Ostende, Belgium, hit a loose mine and 
sank. 

The day we left Belgium, the weather 
was magnificent. As we made our way 
along between the built-up banks of the 
Escaut River, we saw one picture after an- 
other; farmers in the fields getting in their 
fall harvests with their high, two-wheeled, 
one-horse carts; the little clusters of red 
brick and red tiled buildings, and the long 
lines of carefully spaced poplar trees fol- 
lowing a canal or a country road. Belgium 
is certainly a picturesque country and we 
shall carry many memories of our stay 
there. 

However, next morning, all semblance of 
good weather had left us and the sailors and 
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land-lubbers were rapidly separated! We 
were awakened by the pitching and tossing 
of the boat; it was raining by the buckets 
full; the sky was dark and sullen and there 
was a high wind. By that afternoon, there 
were very, very little signs of life on board. 
Everyone was downstairs in their bunks ex- 
cept for a few hardy ones. By evening of 
Wednesday, we were off Calais, France, and 
the weather continued rough. By Thursday 
evening, the weather began to show some 
signs of breaking. By that time, we were off 
the coast of Spain. It seems that the Bay 
of Biscay is noted, somewhat, for its can- 
tankerous weather, so we were all: quite 
unanimous in our agreement that by-gones 
should be by-gones and that better things 
must surely lie ahead! Today, September 
23rd, at noon, we were off the coast of 
Portugal, and by evening time, we’ll prob- 
ably be on a parallel with the Straits of 
Gibraltar, though we'll be quite some dis- 
tance at sea following a straight line for 
the Canary Islands, which are to be cur 
first stop. 

The ocean is fascinating to watch. It re- 
flects the weather perfectly. When the sky 
is overcast and grey, the ocean looks a dirty 
grey-—sort of like sudsy dish water. But 
when there is a bright sun out, and few 
white clouds here and there, the ocean takes 
on an unbelievable deep, beautiful blue. 
When there is enough wind to add a few 
white caps, it is really something to be seen. 
We hope to be able to show some of you 
our kodachromes later on some time. Thus 
far we have seen very little sea or bird life. 
Coming across from the States last fall, 
there were gulls and terns which followed 


the boat nearly every day. This time, we 


have seen hardly anything in the way of 
birds, and nothing at all in the way of fish. 
Later on, however, we are supposed to see 
some porpoise and some flying fish. There 
is some specimen of sea-weed which often 
is seen at night brushing along the sides of 
the ,boat, and which gives off a sort of 
phosphorescent glow. 


There is an interesting group on the boat. 
We had some misgivings at first, thinking 
that we might have some rowdies on board, 
but it is quite the contrary. For the most 
part, they are families of business men go- 
ing to Congo either for the government, or 
for the railroads, or the mines, or oil planta- 
tions, or tobacco interests, or something like 
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that. We are ten missionaries aboard. Miss 
Beitler and the Bertsche’s from the C. I. M. 
A nurse going back for the second term 
with the C. & M. A. A Swedish couple 
who have seen 25 years of service already, 
in Congo. A British couple going who are 
also veterans in Congo, and a Swedish 
mother and two youngsters going out to 
join her husband. There is one Catholic 
Father aboard also going to Congo, I think. 
Some of the families are quite large, num- 
bering four and five children, so it’s easy 
to see that the parents are occupied very 
well and after bed-time, the boat is very 
quiet. 
3k * OK 

saturday P. M., Sept. 24th. Today at 
noon, we were off the coast of Morocco, 
North Africa. We are heading for the 
Canary Islands. This is Spanish territory 
and according to some of the information 
posted on the bulletin boards, it is some- 
thing of a tourist center. We have found 
out that the boat is to make a five-hour 
stop there. We are to arrive at around 8:00 
A. M. and around 9:00, we will be able to 
go off board for about three hours. The 
greater part of us have signed up to take 
a conducted tour of the principal island 
where the boat is to stop. This will be our 
first look at a truly tropical setting, so we 
are anxious to see what we can see. It 
seems that one of the specialties of the is- 
land is the fruit, and we are told that we'll 
be able to buy large baskets of fruits for 
very nominal prices. We have been intro- 
duced to another phase of life in the tropics, 
that is, the noon-time siesta. It is now a 
regular part of the schedule on the boat, 
and everyone observes it. At first, when 
We saw it, we wondered a bit about it, but 
already we are falling in line without ob- 
jections. The last three days have seen the 
temperature steadily mounting, and even 
though we are at sea with the resulting 
brisk sea breezes, it is very hot in the sun. 
The crew has been stringing up canvasses 
and tarpaulins everywhere to give the 
maximum amount of shade for the passen- 
gers. 

The lottery, which is such an integral 
part of Belgian life, has found its way on 
board ship too. Each day, for 10 francs a 
chance, anyone can take a guess as to tne 
number of miles that the boat will cover 
the following day. The people coming with- 
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in so many miles either way of the correct 
number get so much of a return on their 
bet. Its a funny thing how much some- 
thing like that can come to be accepted in 
the life and customs of a people, and noth- 
ing at all thought about it. 

We’ve been enjoying our breakfasts, since 
there is such an extensive variety to choose 
from. We about fell over when the first 
morning We saw such things as puffed rice, 
corn flakes, oat-meal, shredded wheat, toast, 
etc. That probably sounds funny to you, 
but you will understand a little better when 
we tell you that for thirteen months we 
have had a steady diet of bread, cheese, 
jam and coffee for breakfast! That is the 
universal Belgian breakfast—and: quite often 
there is not even the cheese. In France, 
the breakfast is almost always coffee and 
a couple of little moon-shaped pastries that 
they call “croissants.” 

The life-boat drill was about the most 
unusual thing of the day. They have a 
peculiar sort of life jacket. Really more of 
a great collar which a person slips his arms 
through, than a jacket. We are quite an 
interesting-looking lot when everyone gets 
all lined up at the different life-boat sta- 
tions rigged out in their jackets. 

*% * * 

Tuesday, Sept. 27th. Last Sunday was a 
day of new experiences and sights. Satur- 
day noon, we were told that we would be 
getting into the harbor of Santa Cruz on the 
island of Tenerif, which is the principal is- 
land of the Canary Island group. So, every- 
body got into bed in good time, thinking to 
be up when we approached the island. Next 
morning, about 5:00 o’clock, we were sud- 
denly awakened by the blast of a tug-boat 
right alongside. Promptly, tousled heads 
began poking out of port-holes all along 
the side of our boat, and we made the dis- 
covery that we had already entered the 
little harbor and were slowly drifting to a 
halt behind the break-water. A tug was 
moving alongside to maneuver us up to 
the concrete pier jutting out into the 
water. Of course, sleep was all over, and 
soon everyone was on deck. 

It was most interesting to us. It was still 
dark, but there was just a tinge of light in 
the east. On shore, there was a bustle of 
activity. One could follow the lights of 
cars and bikes as they were hurrying along 
the water-front streets. On the pier, mer- 


chants began arriving with autos, or donkey 
carts, and began hurriedly setting up their 
little stands, and opening their baskets and 
cases of wares. One could hear the insects 
on shore, such as crickets and a sort of 
katy-did, as the dawn broke more, a few 
roosters began announcing the fact, and an 
occasional dog put in his two cents worth. 
Tenerif Island rises very abruptly out of 
the ocean. The island group is explained 
by volcanic action many years ago, and the 
result is a very rugged formation of rocks 
and mountains. At a point where a wide 
rift between high points opened on the 
sea, the little harbor town had been built. 
When the sun came up, it was a beautiful 
sight. First, the tops of the mountains 
circling the harbor caught the first rays, 
taking on a rose tint, shading into deeper 
purples and blues. This, plus the fact that 
the tops were often partially covered hy 
clouds, and the valleys filled with fog, made 
it a scene that we won’t soon forget. 


Our attention was first taken by the 
activities on the pier alongside the boat. 
The first to arrive were the merchants and 
peddlers. They hurriedly set up their lit- 
tle collapsible stands alongside the boat, or 
proceeded to hoist suitcases of merchandise 
to the first deck and set up shop there. The 
Canary Islands being Spanish territory, 
Spanish influence was to be seen on every 
side. The majority of the people had the 
dark complexions, dark eyes and sleek black 
hair that one associates with the race. The 
young fellows invariably sported a natty 
little black mustache! The merchandise, 
this time, was principally linens—such as 
tablecloths, doilies, tea sets, fancy head 
scarves, hankies, etc. Then there was quite 
a bit of metal work, such as bracelets, neck- 
laces, etc. Another prominent item were 
the dolls—all sizes, shapes and designs. Evi- 
dently they make them as a specialty on 
the islands. The larger ones were geared 
some way that when maneuvered correct- 
ly, they had a walking motion. This, plus 
the fact that they had the usual other at- 
tributes such as crying, shutting eyes, real 
hair, etc., made them an immediate success 
with the small fry on the boat! Some of 
the other side-lines that were offered were 
fruit. Some of the passengers said that it 
is the off season now. Consequently, all 
we saw were bananas and grapes. In sea- 
son, one can buy great baskets of assorted 
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fruits for a song. There was a merchant 
with a couple of cages of canaries and a 
little puppy. A couple of other young 
chaps were showing bottles of wine. When 
the crew came ashore, they had a prompt 
sale! . 

Before long, a squadron of old time, large 
open touring-type of cars came up and 
parked. They were the cars scheduled to 
take us on the excursion of the island we 
had signed for. After a 6:00 breakfast, we 
were on our way. We drew, for transporta- 
tion, an old 8-passenger Chrysler, probably 
a ’36.or °87 model, painted a bright canary 
yellow! The driver, a chunky, kinky-haired 
chap with a pleasant smile and stump ci- 
gar, had quite an interesting mixture of 
Spanish, French and English, but we man- 
aged to decipher what he was getting at 
most of the time. 


The buildings of the little towns struck 
us immediately. Everywhere a definitely 
Spanish architecture was in evidence. Then, 
the buildings were all kept brightly painted 
with colors such as robin-egg blue, rose 
and brick shades, yellows, and even shades 
of red. It is evidently a sort of calcimine 
they use. We saw some being put on one 
building. The streets facing the water-front 
were quite modern and well furnished witn 
new buildings, but getting back away from 
the front, one saw a little more of how the 
people lived and what they looked like. The 
great bulk of the people seemed to be of 
direct Spanish stock, and seemed, for the 
most part, quite poor. There were whites, 
that is, people who seemed to be Europeans 
from farther north, and quite a few Indians 
who seemed to be the merchant class and 
more well-to-do. We saw women nearly 
everywhere carrying things on their heads. 
Big baskets, or a sort of tray on which 
would be tied a group of water containers. 
It seems that it rarely rains in the islands, 
and therefore, they haye to carry their 
water from central points in the towns. 
When we started our excursion, it seemed 
to be the hour to get water. In any case, 
on every side we saw women and children 
méking their way to water points, and re- 
turning with large cans or containers perch- 
ed on their heads. The common head-gear 
seemed to be a wide, brimmed straw hat, 
and the clothing of the common people were 
dark cloth—the women with rather long 
full skirts—the men in plainly out trousers 
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and shirts. The kiddies ran in much-patch- 
ed dresses or trousers, and _ occasionally 
we'd see a small one enjoying the morning 
sunshine in his first birthday suit. The town 
policemen took the cake with their official 
helmets. From the front they bore some 
resemblance to a fireman’s helmet, but in — 
back instead of having a long bill down over 
the neck and shoulders, it was brought up 
at right angles. They were well protected 
from the rear! 

Since the island is mostly mountains and 
large hills, the folks have to do all their 
agriculture by means of terracing. Every- 
where where one found earth that would grow 
something, there one found a series of little 
staircase retaining walls of stone or large 
cinder block. From the boat, we could look 
up the mountainside and see a whole series 
of terraces of young banana trees. This 
was about the only green thing at the time 
we were there. Since the islands have a 
voleanic origin, the earth was of a peculiar 
texture—sort of reddish in places; ashy in 
others; and most often just plain hard rock 
and lava formations. The climate is ideal 
the year around, but making a living must 
be extremely difficult. 

Our touring car, though of ancient vin- 
tage, was in good condition, and we climbed 
steadily. Our first stop was in a small vil- 
lage in a valley above the port where there 
was a cathedral of which they were very 
proud. ,In the bright sunshine of the morn- 
ing, the twin towers of the church against 
a background of palm trees made a rather 
striking scene. It was here that we began 
encountering the little beggars. There were 
often those who wanted to sell us things, 
but also we were much accosted by little 
youngsters, usually in ragged clothing, who 
would come up asking for “pennies,” or 
“pesitos,” or “cigarettos.” Seeing them gave 


us a good idea of the hardship of the life | | 


of the average family. Also, we had to 
wonder what the future could hold for little 
urchins like that. We were told that there 
is a Protestant mission work carried on on 
the island, but we were unable to get any 
definite details while there. 

After another half hour drive, we made 
the first of three stops at an altitude rang- 
ing from 1,000 to 1,200 meters, which would 
range between 3000 and 4,000 feet above sea 
level. The most striking point was one 
where we could look in two directions and 
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see the ocean on both side of the island. 
We could see the little port town, and the 
breakwater, the pier and our boat anchored 
alongside. From our vantage point, it all 
looked to be in miniature. In the other 
direction, we could see a wild and rugged- 
ly broken coast-line facing the ocean. As 
the ground swell of the ocean came in and 
broke over the lava formations, we could 
see the spray shoot high into the air. At 
our height, the clouds were about us. Some- 
times we could see clearly, and then again, 
whole parts of the island would be obscured. 
Sometimes, we could see a cloud come up 
the floor of the valley at our feet, and then 
caught by the draft or air coming through 
the valley, it would come rushing up and 
whip by us as mist and fog. 

The burro and goat was much in evidence. 
We saw quite a number of teams of oxen 
with their yokes lashed to their horns. We 
Saw several men out plowing their little 
patches of terrace with an old primitive 
‘type of plow that you’ve all probably seen 
pictures of. The tip that stirred the dirt 
had a metal cap or sheath. Otherwise, it 
seemed to be all wood. Saw very few 
bikes. It was too steep for them to be of 
much practical use. One could only ride 
them about half of the time. There was 
train and bus service in and out of the two 
towns we saw. The busses looked some- 
thing like a small country school bus one 
sees in the States, but usually quite old, 
much used, with the roof piled high with 
baskets, cans, etc. Everywhere we went 
along the country roads, we saw people 
out walking, or perhaps riding a burro, or 
a two-wheeled cart behind an ox or burro, 
and almost invariably they would wave and 
shout some sort of greeting. The road we 
followed was well built, though making 
numerous hair pin turns and usually hav- 
ing nothing in the way of a guard rail ex- 
cept for a nice fringe of bushes. Much of 
the island seemed uninhabited and certain- 
ly a lot of it was of no value as far as 
agriculture was concerned. It is beautiful 
as far as scenery is concerned, but a rather 
rugged place to live permanently. I think 
the people turn more to fishing and small 
skilled crafts. 

By 11:00 A. M., we were back on the 
boat and by noon, the island was fast slip- 
ping below the horizon behind us. As we 
left the islands, the next point to be reach- 
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ed was Cape Verde, which is the eastern- 
most point of the entire African continent. 
At this point is found the port of Dakar, 
French West Africa. It is a sort of pen- 
insula that juts out some distance into the 
Atlantic. Today, at noon, we passed it, and 
it was our first glimpse of African soil. It 
was mostly a bleak sandy beach, with a 
couple of high points on which were situ- 
ated light-houses. Some few trees dotted 
the higher parts of the peninsula and with 
field glasses, we made out a couple of stone 
buildings with sheet metal roofs. They prob- 
ably housed the men who tend the light- 
houses. Now that we have rounded the 
point, we’ll be gradually bearing toward the 
east following around the bulge of Africa, 
until we take a direction southeast, which 
will put us on a direct line to the Port of 
Lobito Bay, in Portuguese Angola. We are 
due to arrive there one week from today. 
Then Matadi will be one day further yet. 


It’s gradually getting hotter. The last 
couple of days, we have perspired more than 
we did in all the thirteen months put to- 
gether in Belgium! There are now can- 
vasses up all over the decks of the boat to 
give protection from the sun. We have been 
seeing some sea life lately. This morning, 
We saw several schools of dolphins or 
porpoises, and also have seen our first fly- 
ing fish. They appear to be six or eight 
and the fins just behind the 
gills seem to be very long. At any rate, 
when the boat approaches them and they 
become frightened, they just come up out 
of the water and take off! They don’t stay 
out for more than five or ten seconds, but 
in that time they have covered a lot of 
territory! They stay within a foot of the 
water, and at the end of their flight, they 
just come down with a splash, head first, 
and are gone. Really interesting to watch. 

I think I mentioned that there are quite 
a number of negroes on the crew of the 
boat. Today I went down to the lower 
deck to take a couple of pictures, and while 
passing the kitchen, saw a negro in a win- 
dow and he was whistling what I thought 
could easily be a church hymn. So, I hung 
around and soon he came out. I soon found 
out that he was a Christian, and that he 
had attended a Protestant mission school 
up in the northwest part of Congo where 
the Disciples of Christ have a work. Didn’t 
have a lot of time to talk, but found him 
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very likeable, interesting and _ intelligent. 
He’s been working for the Belgian ship- 
lines for six years. Was interested to note 
that he had some tribal markings of some 
kind—a notched right ear, and a series of 
tattoo marks over each temple and on his 
forehead above his nose. Want to see him 
again before we dock in Matadi. 

Since Sunday, a committee of passengers 
has set up a schedule of games, contests, 
etc. Ever since, they have been making life 
more or less miserable by coming around 
and wanting you to do this—take part in 
that—buy a ticket for this raffle, and take 
a chance on that—guess how many beans 
in the bottle at so many francs a guess, etc., 
etc. We appreciate their effort and con- 
cern in wanting to make the trip interest- 
ing and entertaining for the passengers, but 
they can’t seem to understand that not 
every one has to have, or wants such ba- 
nalities as bottles full of lima beans to keep 
them occupied. We enjoy just having time 
to relax once, to loaf and sleep in an easy 
chair, or read some of the many magazines 
that we have brought with us. Among the 
ten missionaries on board, I think we have 
the last three issues of half the American 
magazines that are published! Seems good 
to have time to read at one’s leisure once 
again. ; 

Saturday, October Ist. Since Tuesday 
past, we have skirted the bulge of West 
Africa, coming within sight of land only at 
Dakar, however. This meant passing fair- 
ly close:to Sierra Leone and Liberia. At 
that point, we left the coast and have been 
following a line southeast across the Gulf 
of Guinea. While we were near shore, the 
water surface was very calm-—even sort of 
slick or glassy, and it was hotter than hot. 
But, now that we have started across the 
Bay, the ocean is much more choppy and 
the ocean swell much more pronounced. A 
few people have had to get back into their 
bunks, but the majority of us have found 
our sea legs. It is amazing how one can 
adjust to the rocking and pitching of a boat 
after a few days of orientation. At first, 
when you leave the pier, you feel every 
little tremor, and when the boat first hits 
the ocean swell, your stomach gets all full 
of little butterflies chasing themselves 
around! But, later on, after a few days, the 
boat can really pitch and roll, and you can 
sit at the table and watch your soup chase 
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around the edges of the bowl, etc, and 
think nothing of it—and it’s a good thing! 
It surely would be tough to have to live 
fifteen days feeling like you usually do the 
first day or so. 


* * * 


Sunday morning, Oct. 2nd. The big ex- 
citement of this week was the crossing of 
the equator on Saturday morning. All week 
long, preparations were being made for it. 
The point is that everyone crossing for the 
first time is what they call a “neophyte’—-a 
fancy French word for “greenhorn”’ or 
“freshman”! This calls for a great deal of 
hullaballoo which is finally terminated in 
an official baptism. All week long, the 
committee members were snooping around, 
checking up on us, gathering information. 
On Friday evening, we went into the din- 
ing hall, and here at the place of every 
neophyte, there was a little plate with a 
glass of water and a stale piece of toast. 
Then we were told that this was our sup- 
per since Neptune, King of the Seas, had 
just sent a message stating that we had to 
fast! After serving everyone else, they 
finally came and served us too. Then, Sat- 
urday morning, came the “works.” About 
eight fellows had dressed themselves in all 
sorts of paraphernalia to mimick a court, 
headed by Old King Neptune himself with 
a big crown and three-pronged fork. The 
rest came along with their daggers, clubs, 
clippers and a whole string of equipment. 
We all were summoned on top deck around 
the swimming pool. There were about fif- 
teen of us; four fellows and the rest wom- 
en. One by one, we were summoned be- 
fore the tribunal where the judge read off 
a string of crimes and accusations. g Among 
the ones for Genny and myself were such 
items as gum chewing, wearing loud socks 
and sport shirts, and no make-up! Genny’s 
punishment was to eat a couple of little 
sendwiches loaded with red pepper, a decor- 
ation job on her face with water paints and 
a couple of ice cubes down her neck. Mine 
was a different story. They had two buck- 
ets of thick, colored glop—must have been a 
heavy flour paste with coloring in it. They 
took a couple of big brushes and smeared 
me all over with it—hair, face, ears, neck, 
under my shirt ring around, etc.! Then I 
had to drink some foul-tasting stuff. Some- 
one said it was a combination of water, 
alcohol and quinine. Then to wind it all 
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up, I got tossed into the swimming pool-— 
shirt, pants, and all! But it was a favor for 
I was glad to get all the goo off myself! 
Now this evening, after supper, we are to 
get our official certificates of equator cross- 
ing—we are no longer neophytes!! It was 
all done in good fun with lots of laughter 
and enjoyment—on the part of the onlook- 
ers. Next trip, we can be in the gallery 
and watch someone else catch it! 


Last night, to celebrate the occasion, they 
threw their first really big dinner, and it 
beat anything that we’d ever seen or had 
anything to do with. We went into the 
dining hall at 7:00 o’clock, and walked out 
two hours later at 9:00. There were seven 
separate courses—soup, hors-d’oevres, a 
course of choice meats (tid-bits of liver, 
tongue, heart, brains, with sauce) then came 
a course of duck (roasted and with a good, 
dark gravy). Then came the first of two 
desserts. It was a sort of loaf-shaped bar 
of ice cream surrounded with a thick cover 
of meringue. Over the whole thing was 
doused a little alcohol and set a match to it. 
Then the waiter set it on the table with 
just a slight blue flame covering it for a 
couple of moments. Soon it flickered out— 
the meringue had taken on a toasted brown 
appearance and he served it out. It was a 
novelty for us, and it was good. This was 
followed by clusters of the largest blue 
grapes we’d ever seen, they could easily 
have passed for blue plums. Finally, a 
halt was called with cups of coffee. Every 
so often, they come up with something dif- 
ferent or extra fancy in the dining hall. 
The other ,evening, we saw this on the 
menu: “saumon en belle vue” which means 
—Salmon in plain view. We were kind of 
wondering just what they meant by that. 
When that course came due—here they 
came from the kitchen with four great plat- 
ters on which lay great salmon—one to a 
platter, head, tail and everything, surround- 
ed by all sorts of fancy garnishment. A 
platter was ceremoniously brought by each 
table so that everyone could get a good 
look before the chefs started carving them 
up for serving. They go for touches of 
finery and elegance, and European influence 
is plainly seen in the dining-hall. We are 
glad for the experience and it will help us 
all the better to understand and work with 
whatever Belgian people we may come in 
contact with on the field. 


THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 21 





This being Sunday morning, we had a 
little service together at 10:00. There was 
a Catholic mass just before. We noted that 
there were quite a number of people aboard 
who paid no attention to either service. 
Rev. Neal, the British missionary aboard, 
had charge and we enjoyed ourselves. 


Mr. and Mrs. James Bertsche 
(To be continued in next issue) 
IMPRESSIONS FROM A VISIT TO CONGO 
(Continued from page 10) 





their own people than the missionaries 
are. It seems that the missionaries will 
multiply efforts if they take the time to 
teach the African believers how to deal 
with others personally. 


A second need, it seems to me, is that 
of African stewardship. As the natural 
resources of their country are being ex- 
ploited and as their land is being indus- 
trialized and developed, they need to real- 
ize that God is the final owner of it all. 
They should be led to see that men cooper- 
ate with God in producing new forms of 
wealth. They have the right to know that 
God is in the garden just as truly as He 
is in the Church and that they may have 
communion with Him in all of life. They 
need to be taught their responsibility for 
handling God’s property as well as their 
privileges. Finally, they need to be taught 
and led to practice Scriptural giving. 
This seems to be especially urgent right 
now as the economic level of the native 
is being raised. If the two needs mention- 
ed above are to be met, it seems that 
native leadership training assumes greater 
importance. Surely the African leader 
ean. train his fellow countryman to wit- 
ness for Christ personally more effec- 
tively than a foreigner cam, and there will 
never be enough missionaries here to do 
the necessary training anyway. It is like-. 
wise true that native leadership can lead 
the people into a full stewardship more 
effectively than one from another country 
can do it. He is accustomed to the same 
forms of thought as regards economics 
and can, therefore, speak tthe language 
of the people. 


*Professor of Evangelism and Missions, Central 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas City, U.S.A. 
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EDITORIALS. 
(Continued from page 13) 

Rev. and Mrs. Roy Yoder and Jona- 
than are booked for passage on the 8S. 
S. Vinkt, scheduled to leave. African 

Shores the lat- 


LET’S GO! ter part of Jan- 
ON FURLOUGH TO uary, 19 5 0. 
THE U.S.A. They, too, have 

had a long 


term of service at Charlesville and 
will find a hearty “welcome home” 
among their relatives and friends 
here. 


“THE FOOL HATH SAID” 

One day the French infidel, Voltaire, 
said to a friend, “It took twelve ignorant 
fisherman to establish Christianity. I will 
show the world how one Frenchman can 
destroy it.” 

Setting to his task, he openly ridiculed 
Sir Isaac Newton. One day Newton made 
a prophecy based on Dan. 12:4 and 
Nahum 2:4 when he said, “Man will some 
day be able to travel at the tremendous 
speed of 40 miles an hour.” Voltaire re- 
plied with, “‘See what a fool Christianity 
makes of an otherwise brilliant man such 
as Sir Isaac Newton. Doesn’t he know 
that if man traveled 40 miles an hour, he 
would suffocate and his heart would stop?” 

To top the irony of Voltaire’s futile 
efforts, 25 years after he died, his home 
was purchased by the Geneva Bible Society 
and became a Bible storage building, while 
Voltaire’s printing press was used to print 
an entire edition of the Bible. | 

—The Living Word. 


It is reported that people in the United 
States spend $125,000,000 a year on fortune 
tellers and that 10,000,000 people carry rab- 
bits’ feet. There are other millions who seem 
to live by one superstition or another. And 
they call Africa the dark continent! 

—Watchman-Examiner. 


A Hottentot boy came one day to a mis- 
sionary saying, “I have found my name in 
the Book.” 

“Where?” the missionary asked. 

“There,” the boy replied. “‘Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.’ That’s 
me.”’—Selected. 


TEXTS OF FAMOUS MEN 
Look Them Up! 


The text from which John Bunyan preach- 
ed to the multitudes—John 6:37. . 

The text that saved William Cowper from 
suicide—Romans 3:24-25. 

The text that made Martin Luther the hero 
of the Reformation—Romans 1:17. 

The text that comforted the troubled soul 
of John Wesley—Mark 12:24. 

The text that made David Livingstone a 
missionary—Matthew 28:19-20. 

The text to which John Knox anchored his 
soul—John 17:3. 

The text that gave William Carey a world 
vision—Isaiah 54:2, 

The text that made William Penn a con- 
queror—I John 5:4. 

The text on which Michael Faraday staked 
everything—2 Timothy 1:12. 

—Selected. 


THE YEAR 


Each year is a storehouse given you, 
Fresh each time from God’s hand. 

Ah! do you stop to think of this, 
When at its door you stand? 


Twelve empty waiting months 
All ready: for you to fill 
With worth-while thoughts and worth-while 
deeds 
And service, if you will. - 


You’re given a chance to store away 
Treasures of service and joy, 

And satisfaction of work well done 
That time cannot destroy. 


So put your best into all of its days 
With eyes opened wide to see, 

And eager hands stretched out to grasp 
Each opportunity. 


—Ida M. Thomas . 


“Don’t grumble, don’t bluster, 
Don’t dream and don’t shirk; 
Don’t think of your worries, 
Just think of your work. 
The worries will vanish, 
The work will be done— 
No man sees his shadow 
If he faces the sun.” 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Receipts for months of October and Novem- 


ber, 1949, from Central, E.M.C., E.M.B., and 
General Mennonite Conferences. 














Central— 
Missionary Allowances ................0.00---.--- $ 993.09 
TEV ATICE CUI bisancler-nactsieetiare eens 55.00 
PECLUICH TAO foot. Le te aspen hea 65.00 
inl cce Poa 2 0" 9 aby WORM Day sebla Brerebrnngee SMa tide a 179.65 
ESTCV NU cd i. | LURRO MURR So <2 EAMES oR tsmmpbcghigs Bivens er? 1682.86 
Special:— 
To be sent to Dr. Schwartz for med- 
FOR ER VCORE. cee hthcccen.. ue ee eheeny eae od. 18.25 
Motel -Geniral sane tee ee. $2993.85 
E, M. C.— 
Missionary Allowances .............2.2....2--2..- $ 683.84 
VT LIST Cs tees ie ee a 15.00 
Education of Missionary ........................ 346.00 
eva ripe bis iv. | EINE Red 2 lan ieey i 0 Sees ane 2383.33 
Dominican Republic:— 
Missionary Allowances. ...................... 150.40 
CRATE TS Oi ieee ss ede Bd 1257.58 
Special:— 
Personal for Rev. and Mrs. Van 
NELE OU .-peia dass ee cic st acme neat 20.00 
Be A dl OMG I Ba Sa pen DR $4822.31 
E. M. B.— 
Missionary Allowances .....................-.-.-- $ 683.84 
Operating Budget...) ec cee sce 463.74 
Insurance Premiums 00. eet 85.50 
Coed. VS story a oc es Net. 2.75 
TOtL ha Mis Bag eis eee $1235.83 
General Mennonite Conference— 
Missionary Allowances. ..........................$1828.63 
CPETALIN GS ES UGS Cte ia css tcek sd siygsuek ee 848.74 
POVAE CClISTIC ee eo ee es eo eas ek 91.20 
Tnsupaness Premiumsrtg 82st 343.60 
CTON GT reel, eta a es Fh ce as 45.00 
POSSAR CBee eh ae a ee eee te 1270.68 
Special:— 
Personal for Rev. E. J. Dick ............ 156.67 
Personal for Miss Anna V. Liechty 15.00 
Personal for Mrs. Samuel Entz ........ 5.00 
Personal for Miss Anna H. Quiring.. 76.60 
Personal for Rev. V. J. Sprunger.... 21.00 
TOtal. GGReral : amet ide feu nsiyc..2h $4702.12 


Other than Central, E.M.C., E.M.B., and 
General Mennonite Conferences:— 


Missionary Allowances 0.000.000.0000... $ 410.41 
BEivan@elistte: 5. ln 6h She 149.39 
Promotional once aa as nee 5.50 


Education to Missionaries .................... 200.00 
Special:— 
Personal for Rev. F. J. Enns ............ 5.00 


To be sent to Miss Anna V. Liechty 500.00 
To be sent to Miss Aganetha Friesen 100.00 
To be sent to Miss Frieda Guengerich 50.00 
Personal for Dr. and Mrs. Schwartz 





BE Aen ts Si ae pease 75.00 
Personal for Rev. V. J. Sprunger .... 10.00 
To be sent to Miss Anna H. Quiring 25.00 
Total other than Central, E.M.C., 
E.M.B., and General Mennonite 
CONTETENCES: estes Oh ee $1530.30 
Total Receipts ..........0........ Dis $15,284.41 


Some people have the burning heart; 
others have the heart-burn. The first was 
caused by what entered by the ear; the lat- 
ter by what entered by the mouth. Don’t 
use your mouth so much. 

MINUTE MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 11) 

Slander hurts three: the speaker, the 

one spoken to, the one spoken of. 
* * ok 

It is not great talents God blesses so 

much as likeness to Jesus. 
* * * 

What advice you would give another, 
take yourself, see if it works, then—?? 
ok * 2k 

The longer I live, the larger allowances 
I make for human infirmities. 

Criticism ‘will give breadth to life, if 
you have learned to welcome it. 
% * * 

You can be a dwarf or a giant, but you 

will need tio decide which for yourself. 


% * * 


If you have a message, then be one. 
* * * 

You may hold ‘convictions’? and be 
religious, but when “convictions” hold you, 
you become a “‘spiritual’”’ force. 

* * * 

The only kind of vision that counts is 
the one you have with your eyes and 
mind open. 

* * * 

Christians are not supposed to be “good 
mixers,” but are called of God to be 
“separators.” 











DO YOU GIVE YOUR SHARE? 








A GROANING GIVER 


I cannot give to mission boards, 
So please don’t ask me to; 
I’ve had my salary cut so much 

I don’t know what to do. 


My dividends are cut in two, 
And stocks and bonds are low; 

I have two boys in college now 
With another one to go. 


The bills go on. We have to eat; 
We must have clothing, too; 
Insurance, dentist, income tax, 
And mortgage interest due. 


And then my car is very old 
T’ll have to turn it in; 

And cars are cheap just now. To wait 
Would almost be a sin. 


Oh, yes, I joined some years ago— 
My wife’s a member, too. 

We haven’t been out much of late; 
There is so much to do. 


I’m interested in the work; 
I hope some day to give; 

But just at present—well—you know 
A man has got to live. 


I heard the budget has been cut; 
It really is too bad. 

Of course it means curtailing work, 
And this will make some sad. 


What’s that you say? That I’m to blame 
If mission churches close? 

That I’m responsible to God 
For other people’s woes? 


I never thought of it that way; 
I guess perhaps you're right. 

Here, take this check—the car can wait. 
Next Sunday? Yes; goodnight! 





—Alice M. Rogers, in the 
CONGREGATIONALIST. 





it is safer to try to do too much work, than to do too little. We cannot travel 
far on a lame excuse, 


a 








-A Missionary Incentive 


The season of Advent is approaching, and 
we shall again.be reminded of the message - 
on ‘Ascension Day: ‘‘This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 


come in like» manner as ye have seen him go 
into heaven.”’ 


This message carries with it a strong mis- 
sionary incentive,:.and when the Church has’ 
been alive to it, Christians have been stirred 
in their hearts realizing that there is a mis- 
sionary task to fulfil before the Lord returns. 


Did not the Lord say, ‘“‘And this gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
worid for a witness unto all nations; and 
then- shall the end come.’’ 


With ‘sorrow we: must admit that the mes- 

sage of Christ’s second coming has lost much 
of its ‘‘timeliness’” for present-day Christi- 
-anity. It is not as urgent as it was for an 
earlier generation, and many a disciple 
seems to have forgotten the words of the 
angels on Ascension day. Is this the reason 
why the missionary call is heard by so few, 
why missionary candidates are lacking in 
this:time of great opportunity? May the Lord 
send.His reviving Spirit over our homelands, 
arousing His Church to joyful expectancy and 
missionary .zeal—for truly our Lord will 
come back again, 
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HEART QUESTIONS 


By J. Booth 


I am saved; but is self buried? _ I am saved; but could I gladly 
Is my one and only aim Give up all and follow Thee? 
Just to honor Christ my Saviour, If Thou callest, can I answer, 
Just to glorify His Name? “Here am I, Send me, Send me”? 


What the Lord would have it be? Separated unto Him? 
Is it seen in every action ; From the things that may be harmless, 


That He has control of me? “Not of faith,” and therefore sin. 


I am saved; but am I doing I am saved; but am I looking 
Everything that I can do? For the Lord to come from heaven? 
That the dying souls around me Daily waiting and expecting 
May be brought to Jesus too. To receive the promise given. 


I am saved; but is my home life I am saved; but am I wholly 
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A HAPPY EASTER SEASON TO YOU! 
HE IS NOT HERE, BUT IS RISEN 





a Editorials 


Since you have read the last issue 
of the Messenger two new members 
have been added to our missionary 
staff. They come to 
us in the persons of 
a little gentleman 
and a new little 
miss. Delbert Duane 
arrived on January 18, 1950 and comes 
highly recommended by Rev. and 
Mrs. Elmer J. Dick. This is so easily 
understood, they being his parents 
and he the big brother of Laverna 
Joyce and Doretta Ann. Welcome, 
Delbert Duane Dick, and congratula- 
tions to daddy and mother! | 


Petite Betty Jean, our new - lady 
missionary, brings with her recom- 


WELCOME TO. 
OUR NEW 
C.1. WERS 


mendations a bit unique, having ar- 


rived during Conference days of our 
Missionary Conference in the Congo. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Rempel mark 
the birthday of their new daughter as 
of December 14, 1949. God bless you, 
Betty Jean, congratulations, daddy 
and mother, and now Beverly Ann has 
someone to be “big sister” to. 


*k * %% 
After some days of quite rough S. 
S. sailing, the Mr. and Mrs. Roy Yoder 


and son Jonathan arrived at Newport- 
new Ss, Virginia 


THE YODERS and disembarked 
ARRIVE on February 8th. 
FOR FURLOUGH Rev. C. E. Redig- 


docks to welcome them back in the 
U. S. A. and to give as much help as 
is possible. Having been absent for 
almost ten years, then coming to a 
place where hurry and hustle and 
new things are continually before us, 


ermetthem at the . 


one can scarcely imagine the read- 
justments that become necessary al- 
most instantly upon the arrival of our 
missionaries. They were a bit weary 
from travel, etc., but after a definite 
rest period and perhaps some neces- 
sary medication, these servants of the 
Lord will welcome your contacts and 
inquiries regarding our Congo work. 
May their furlough be a mutual bless- | 
ing. Welcome Home to the Yoders; 
God bless you among your co-labor- 
ers! 


*k ok * 
Regarding the concession for our 
new work among the Bashi- 
?. lele tribe, which will here- 
? after be referred to as Ban- 
ga Station, see pages 12-13. 


* 


"amet 
te 


The following statistics have been 
released by the Conseil Protestant Du 
Congo, for the year 1948. These give 

a general pic- 

SUMMARY OF ture of the 

PROTESTANT WORK Protestant 

IN THE CONGO 1 S.s 1.0.D 

| work in the 

Belgian Congo in which we all may 
have a part. 

There are 44 missions in the Belgian 
Congo and 262 outstations. These mis- 
sions are manned by 1,572 mission- 
aries, but of this number 299 were on 
furlough which actually meant, 1,273 
missionaries on the field to carry on 
the work. Of this number 454 were 
married couples; 30, single men; and 
335, single women. In addition there 
were 9598 children of missionary 
couples. 


African Personnel 


To supplement the missionary 
force, among the native worker force 
there were 266 ordained pastors, 439 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Leffers from the Field 
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ENCOURAGING NEWS FROM NYANGA 


Dear Christian Friends, 


“The people which sat in darkness saw a 
great light and to them which sat in the 
regions and shadow of death light is sprung 
up.” 

How true that is, we have seen again, 
when almost 80 young people came in for 
baptism. Yes, many have seen the Light, Je- 
sus Christ, and have come out of darkness in- 
to the wonderful Light. This has been made 
possible through your prayers and gifts. As 
we read “How shall they hear without a 
preacher? And how shall they preach, ex- 
cept they be sent?” How we praise God for 
all of you who are faithful in giving for 
this work. May God bless you abundantly. 


Another event which reminds us of the 
above verse, was when over one hundred 
Christian women followed the invitation to 
come to the mission station for a short Bible 
conference. They came in the 4th of Oct. in 
the evening and we began our meetings the 
5th of Oct. in the morning. The main topic 
was, “How can I, a woman, serve the Lord 
Jesus?” Some of the sub-topics were: Lead 
others; teach our children; pray for our chil- 
dren and others; help the poor and so on. 
Some of our black sisters spoke on these top- 
ics. We had special singing, reports of their 
work in the villages, testimonies and prayer. 
We had three meetings in the church the 
first day. In the evening we had a short mes- 
sage and prayer around the open fires in our 
Christian village. Then the second day we had 
again three services as before. For the eve- 
ning service our topic was, “Giving the 
Tenth,” and all as the poor widow we read 
about in Matthew. A playlet on the widow’s 
mite was given by three women. On Friday 
we had two sessions in the forenoon and in 
the afternoon most of them left for their 
homes. The Lord blessed us greatly. Many 
of our Christian women expressed their ap- 
preciation for the Word of God and the 
Christian fellowship they so much enjoyed. 


We covet your prayers in behalf of those 





ee, 








who have accepted Christ; that they may be 
true followers of Him. 


May the blessings of Christ be yours and 
may joy and peace abide with you through- 
out the New Year. “A Light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
Luke 2:32. 

Yours in Him, 
Kornelia Unrau. 


FROM REV. GRABER’S RECORDINGS 


Greetings of Love in the Name of the Babe 
of Bethlehem: 


May every one of you have a very happy 
New Year in the Lord. 


Thank you for the many prayers and let- 
ters and gifts all through these past years. 
They are especially encouraging. Often when 
the way seems a bit obscure, when the devil 
seems to be unusually busy, or when the days 


_and nights are a little lonely, then I get a 


good letter from one of you faithful ones— 
or I reread one I had received before and it 
gives me just what I need. Surely the Lord’s 
promises are true and so precious. Psa. 37: 
4, 5. 


We are still waiting for those Tshikapa 
papers. One of the greatest strains in life is 
the strain of waiting, but in Psa. 27:14 and 37: 
7 we read: “Wait on the Lord; be of good 
courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart. 
Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for 
Him.” We believe it will not be too long 
anymore, so you keep praying and waiting 
with me. The Governor of the Province gave 
us permission to cut lumber and plant trees 
but we are not to build until the papers are 
completed and in our hands. 


Our last evangelistic trip to Tshikapa was 
a blessed one. We had a number of candi- 
dates for baptism whom we tested before 
going to the river. In the large crowd which 
met for these services we noticed an unusual 
group of discouraged, haggard looking men 
with chains dangling from their necks—two 
people were chained together. They were 
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prisoners who were allowed to come to this 
meeting. We saw, too, that one of that number 
had no chain. He was a candidate for bap- 
tism. When the officer in charge knew that, 
he said, “You can’t go there with a chain 
about your neck,” so with a key he opened 
the lock and removed the chain. The man 
was baptized while his fellow prisoners lcok- 
ed on. Another miracle of God’s power to 
save and transform lives. The “Gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth,” and “God is no respecter of 
persons.” It breaks the prisoners’ bands. 
There is nothing like it and no other joy 
can equal the joy of leading souls to Christ. 
We baptized 65 that day and afterwards met 
in an old shed for communion services. How 
that large group sang! What blessed fellow- 
ship we had there! We could feel God’s pres- 
ence, and His suffering and death was very 
real. It was truly a privilege to break bread 
with these dear souls. Continue to pray. The 
prayers of God’s people are most important 
in missionary work. We also dedicated some 
babies—clean, sweet, and pure—whose Chris- 
tian mothers long to teach and train in the 
ways of the Lord. 


It is the Gospel that Africa needs—the love 
of God that saves and satisfies—but “How 
can they hear without a preacher?” We need 
help. Hearts are weakening—almost fainting 
—because they’ve waited so long for some- 
one to come and tell them. They say, “YOU 
have known so long—why don’t you come and 
tell us?” Remember, you need a call to stay 
at home as well as you do to go “into all the 
world.” When the two last workers came on 
the field some asked, “Where are they go- 
ing? Is it true that not one is coming to us?” 
We need you! The way is open to come. May- 
be even now as you read this letter, God is 
speaking to you. Are you at the crossroad? 
Let God help you choose the way and the 
place He would have you serve. 


The work has grown. The demands are 
greater and unless something can be done to 
get more workers here, we’re afraid some of 
the missionaries must return to the states be- 
fore their terms expire because the strain is 
so great. 


Will you continue to pray for the health of | 


the ones on the field? Pray that we may be 
faithful—that we may discern what to do and 
what to leave undone. Pray that the lost be 
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gathered in and the saved be encouraged. 
Your prayers are being answered. 


May your New Year be filled with bless- 
ings from above, and until our Blessed Re- 
deemer returns, may we be busy in doing 
something to bring glory to His Name. 


Yours for Africa’s millions, 


A. D. Graber. 


IF WE KNEW ALL THE FACTS 


If we knew all the facts none of us would 
be so critical of others. We often set our- 
selves up as self-appointed judges and se- 
verely condemn those about us, when our 
knowledge of all facts involved is totally in- 
adequate. If we only knew all the elements 
we would praise and not condemn. 


A man went to the barber shop to get a 
shoe shine. The shine boy was slow with his 
work. Exasperated, the man spoke to him 
harshly and with cruel words, whereupon 
the boy looked up at him with tear-filled eyes. 
“Excuse me,” said the man now contrite, “I 
did not intend to hurt you.” 


“It is not that sir which causes these 
tears. They were there already. You see my 
mother died last night, and I am here this 
morning only because I am trying to earn 
enough to buy a small bouquet of flowers 
to go on her grave. My eyes were so filled 
with tears I could hardly see your shoes. 
That’s the reason I am so slow.” The man 
was condemned in his own. heart. If he had 
only known all the. facts! If we only knew all 
the facts, we would be less envious and more 
sympathetic. We would also be happier.— 
Civic Bulletin. 


THE COST OF FOLLOWING GOD 
It cost Abraham the willingness to yield 
his only son. 
It cost Esther the risk of her life. 


It cost Daniel being cast into the den of 
lions. 


It cost Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
being put into a fiery furnace. 


It cost Stephen death by stoning. 
It cost Peter a martyr’s death. 
It cost Jesus His life. 

Does it cost you anything? 


1950 


NEWSY NEWS FROM MUTENA 


Dear Friends in Christ: 
Greetings in the name of Christ our Sav- 
iour. 


We are thankful unto the Lord that He 
has been blessing us with good health. He 
is abundantly able to provide His children 
with all they need for His service. 


I was privileged to spend some time among 
our outstations in the Southern section of 
our territory during the month of September. 
The services that were held in the various 
villages were well attended and a good in- 
terest was shown. Some one hundred souls 
indicated their desire to either accept Christ 
as their Saviour or return to Him after hav- 
ing gone astray. May the Lord grant that 
their desires were genuine and that they 
have truly entered into right relationship 
with God. One soon learns that not always 
when they come forward and say that they 
want to become Christians that that really 
is the real resaon for their coming. Dur- 
ing this last itinerary in a certain village 
among the group of young people that came 
forward was a young man and his wife. Aft- 
er having dealt with them to the best of my 
ability I asked the young wife to pray stat- 
ing her need of a Saviour from her sin and 
her desire to accept Christ as that Saviour. 


She prayed, but in her prayer she forgot all 


about her sinful condition and her desire to 
receive Christ. She merely prayed, “Lord 
give me a child.” Upon inquiry later on it 
was revealed that she was married for sev- 
eral years but to date had been denied chil- 
dren. She believed if she appeared before 


the missionary the desire of her heart would. 


be granted. We do not wish to belittle the 
importance of praying for children but the 
point I am trying to stress is that it is very 
Gifficult to always determine the motives 
that cause them to come and say, “I want to 
become a Christian.” Very few are willing 
to state as freely as this particular young 
woman what the desires of their hearts 
really are. It is often very difficult to make 
the message simple enough that the people 
in the out of the way places can really un- 
derstand it. Time and time again we are 
made aware of the fact that we can only 
plant the seed of the Word in faith and 
must leave the increase up to the Lord. We 
were also permitted to baptize eleven souls 
and dedicate some twenty children to the 
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Lord. May the Lord grant that all of these 
might become valuable witnesses for Him. 
Tomorrow morning I am planning on going 
into a different section of our territory. 


Our rains began several weeks earlier this 
year than usual. Everybody was in a hurrry 
to get their fields planted. After about two 
weeks of rains and most of the fields were 
planted the rains quit and for several weeks 
the rains were very scant. So much so that 
the fields were beginning to suffer. We are 
thankful that the dry spell was broken yes- 
terday afternoon and it has been raining off 
and on ever since. Our Sunday morning 
services were rained out and the rains threat- 
ened to disrupt the afternoon service also 
but it waited until everybody was well on 
his way home before it began to fall. 


Since the African does not have anything 
stored up for a possible future need, one 
crop failure would cause much distress. 
Their general theory is if he should save up 
something for the future, but then should 
die in the meantime, what would his saving 
help him? If a man dies and leaves any- 
thing behind in the way of earthly posses- 
sions his relatives come and get it all and his 
immediate family is left without a thing. If 
a certain man is ambitious and has enough 
initiative to go ahead and work hard result- 
ing in his accumulating a few possessions 
above the average it is to be expected that 
his relatives will sooner or later come to get 
a part of his possessions. If he refuses to 
give them what they ask for or at least pari 
of what they ask for he is considered to be 
a disgrace to his family and it is quite likely 
that they will steal what they want. Only 
recently one of our church leaders came to 
us telling us that his older brother had stolen 
his new bicycle and had been seen in the 
road some distance away trying to sell it. He 
had borrowed the bicycle to go to a native 
store to buy some cloth but instead of re- 
turning he had gone nearly two hundred 
miles where he had sold the bicycle. The 
older brother wanted to marry a second wife 
but did not have the necessary money to pay 
the dowry. Seeing that his younger brother 
had a new sewing machine as well as a new 
bicycle he decided that it was not necessary 
for him to have so much so he stole the bi- 
cycle to get the money so that he might mar- 
ry the second wife. With customs such as 
these it is little wonder that the average per- 
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son has very little desire to really go for- 
ward. 

Pray much for the Congolese who are so 
hopelessly bound by Satan’s fetters. May 
many more soon see the true Light and be 
eternally freed by a living faith in our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Elmer J. Dick 


THE EASTER VICTORY 


One of the traditions of the cathedral of 
Winchester, in England, is the story of how 
the news of the battle of Waterloo was first 
received. It came by sailing ship to the 
south coast of England and by signal flags 
was wig-wagged to London. When the mes- 
sage reached Winchester, the signals on the 
top of the cathedral began to spell the mes- 
sage, “Wellington defeated,” and then fog 
descended and hid the signals from view: 
The sad news of the incomplete message 
went to London. When the message was read, 
“Wellington defeated,’ the whole country 
was in despair. But after a while the fog 
lifted, and the signals on the Winchester 
cathedral were still at work spelling out the 
complete sentence, “Wellington defeated the 
enemy.” The thrilling news raced across the 
tand, and lifted all hearts out of gloom inta 
joy. 

So the heavy gloom of Calvary fled before 
the victory of Easter. Out of all dark shad- 
ows of the tomb, our hearts leap up at the 
news of victory. The resurrection puts the 
seal of reality on the great central truth of 
Jesus—that we are children of God, with a 
personal eternal value for Him which shall 
never be lost.—The King’s Business. 


IN HIS LIKENESS 


A little lad was sick unto death. “Daddy,” 
he said, “is God as nice as you?” 

After the silence during which the father’s 
throat was too full of sobs to answer the lit- 
tle fellow said, “Then, daddy, I am going, I 
am not afraid.” 

This beautiful statement needs no com- 
ment. Comment would spoil God’s lilies with 
man’s mean paint. But a question is not out 
of order. This: How many get such an im- 
pression about God from us who are preach- 
ers, leaders, parents, teachers, church offi- 
cers? How many? And—how constently? 


—Church Administration. 


Mar.-Apr. 


GLANCES INTO 1949 FROM MUKEDI! 


Dear Friends in America: 


“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” I 
Sam. 7:12. In just taking a brief glance over 
this past year which has passed so quickly, 
we can see again how the Lord has so won- 
derfully helped. 


Just now my thoughts are going back to 
my Bible classes which I so much enjoyed 
and I am thinking just now of a young lad 
in the third year class sitting in the second 
bench from the front. I just couldn’t help 
but notice him as day by day new truths 
were being unfolded from the Word of God. 
It just seemed this lad was drinking it all 
in. After a few months of school I one day 
saw this same lad at my verandah. He seem- 
ed to have come for no particular reason. I 
started a conversation with the lad asking 
him about his parents and his home village, 
etc. In the conversation I discovered that his 
parents were believers and I asked him, “and 
when do you want to accept Chris as your 
Saviour?” His reply was, “Mama, I am ready 
now.” Right then and there he gave his 
heart to Jesus and walked away rejoicing. 
But this was only one boy out of a very 
few that could return to a Christian home. 
Hew we need to get out and reach these 
parents. 


“Servants are necessary evils,” it is often 
said, but I have found that it gives such won- 
derful opportunities to witness for Christ in 
our daily close contact with them. I am 
thinking now of what the Lord has done for 
my cook this year. He is just a young boy, a 
believer and church member, and has work- 
ed for me several years. One thing, however, 
had struck me; although he had very faith- 
fully done his work I had never heard him 


_ pray in public nor give a testimony at our 


testimony meetings. One day I noticed he 
was very troubled about something and after 
supper he finally told me with tears in his 
eyes that he had received word that morn- 
ing that his father was very ill and another 
messenger had just come stating that his 
father was much worse and he must come 
at once. I tried best as I knew how to show 
him that here was a wonderful opportunity 
to trust the Lord for help to heal his father. 
After prayer he left—about a four hour walk 
to his village. After five days he returned 
with this wonderful testimony: “Mama, now 
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I know the Lord can really help.” When he 
arrived at his village, the people were al- 
ready gathered around waiting for his father 
to breathe the last so they could begin their 
mourning. His father was too ill to speak. 
He said, “I first had the people sent away so 
my father could get a breath of air, and then 
I took care of him like they do at the mis- 
sion.” The third day his father was sitting 
up, and the fourth day he walked. This ex- 
perience definitely did something for the boy. 
The first testimony meeting he was on his 
feet praising God for answering prayer. It 
seems ever since this happened he has shown 
a great desire to serve the Lord and is will- 
ing to serve Him whenever there is an op- 
portunity. It has taken the timidness away 
and he is now speaking with boldness. Do 
pray that the Lord may always keep first 
place in his life and greatly use him to win 
cthers. 

I could not close this letter without telling 
you a little about our African children’s 
-Christmas service just a week ago. I always 
enjoyed children’s work in America and I 
assure you no less in Africa. I had wished so 
much I could give the children a treat on 
Christmas Day and then, just before, I re- 
ceived in the mail the Christmas story in 
story-o-graph. With the help of another mis- 
sionary, we cut out the pictures and Mr. 
Rempel made a large flannel board for us 2 
feet wide and 17 feet long which fitted across 


the front stage. Mrs. Rempel’s pretty flan- 


nel backgrounds greatly added to make it 
bright and colorful and the large board 
made it possible to get all the six scenes on 
at once. Saturday some little boys were busy 
helping bigger ones bringing long palm 
branches to decorate, which greatly aided in 
covering the rough beams in our chapel. 


Christmas morning was bright and sunny 
and it wasn’t long before curious children 
were entering the chapel gates and kept on 
entering until the chapel was filled. Our 
ushers counted over six hundred children, 
and you know that even in America it would 

be difficult to keep such a crowd quiet. But 
with the board being up high and all the 
figures large, those in the very back could 
very nicely see and it was surprisingly 
quiet. Students that had already learned to 
read now read for us the Christmas story 
as the different scenes were placed on the 
board, and our little mission choir sang 
Christmas carols between scenes. At the 
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manger scene we paused to hear a brief mes- 
sage on “The Saviour has come.” And after 
the last scene (the wise men bringing gifts) 
our African leader made a very fine applica- 
tion, pointing out to the children that they 
must first of all give their lives and then al- 
so bring their gifts. Our hearts greatly re- 
joiced to be able to get this message out to 
so many. Even on ordinary Sundays our at- 
tendance is often about four hundred, so do 
pray as we have such a wonderful opportu- 
nity of reaching these young lives. 


Yours for the lost in Africa, 
Agnes G. Lutke. 


EASTER 


Easter means so many different things to 
different people. 


To some, Easter means new clothes. We 
are reminded of the little old lady who, 
gaily bonneted, went to church on Easter 
Sunday morning and as the choir sang the 
Hallelujah chorus, she thought they said. 
“Hardly knew you! Hardly knew you!” 


To some, Easter means vacation. To some, 
Easter means the passing of winter and the 
coming of spring. To some, Easter means the 
reality within their own hearts of the glo- 
rious resurrection story. 


“Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures: 

“He was buried,—He rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures.’”—I Cor. 
15:3, 4. 

“Now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first fruits of them that slept.” 

Men and women, as never before in the 
history of the world, are going to the east, 
west, north and south. Some to further scien- 
tific knowledge; some for achievement and 
personal fame; some for riches and earthly 
gain; some for pleasure. 


Who doth go in obedience to the last com- 
mand of Jesus before His ascension, “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature’? “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.”—-Rom. 12:1.—Selected. 


Our thoughts, words, and actions not only 
mold us, but they largely help to mold those 
about us. 
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EDITORIALS 5 
(Continued from page 4) 
native unordained pastors, 19,139 na- 
tive evangelists and monitors, and 2,- 
811 medical workers and_ others. 
These add up to a total of 22,655 na- 
tive workers. 
Evangelistic Work 

There were 1,098,741 church goers, 
the number broken down as follows: 
490,674 church members, 250.249 in- 
quirers, and 357,818 others who were 
attending worship services. During 
the same year there were 42,611 bap- 
tisms during the year, 3,753 marriages, 
2,809 Sunday Schools, and 123,388 
Sunday School students. 

Educational Work 

In the field of education there were 
12,828 rural schools, 308 _ station 
schools, 86 special schools which in- 
cluded Bible, Normal, Medical and 27 
trade schools. In these schools there 
was a total of 354,220 students as fol- 
lows: 348,807 students in primary 
schools, 2,282 in ‘Ecoles Moyennes,” 
2,694 in special schools, and 437 in 
trade schools, In addition to these na- 
tive schools there were 7 schools for 
European children with 164 scholars. 

This should convey some idea of the 
scope of the work that is being under- 
taken in the Congo along with a better 
understanding of the great task which 
faces the missionary personnel in 
their task of education and evangeli- 
zation. The figures should point up the 
astounding success of the mission pro- 
gram in Congo in spite of limited per- 
sonnel and at times what would seem 
to be inadequate finances. These 
should serve to stir the church to even 
a greater effort on behalf of missions 
in the Belgian Congo.—(Selected). 


Please Note! The address of the 
Congo Inland Mission is 4612 South 
Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 15, Ill. 


LELAND WANG says that Americans are 
prone to “HURRY, WORRY, MARRY, 
BURY.” Too many Christian homes have be- 
come mere rooming houses and lunch count- 
ers. We rush in, rush out, and rarely see 
other members of our family circle. 


Mar.-Apr. 





MY SPRING FLOWER 

I have taken my first spring walk in the 
woods. 

I found them! I found them! 

Spring flowers! Spring flowers! They were 
there by the babbling brook. 

I could not buy them, they were lovely 
gifts. 

I sat until the sun went down in gorgeous 
robes of. blue and white, gold and silver. 
Then they changed to orange and deep, deep 
red, lined with royal purple. 

I could not buy this sunset glory. It was a 
gift. K 

I sat on Easter Sunday and saw the stone 
rolled back; I saw death’s dark clouds change 
to morning glories—Christ was up and out 
forever! 

I could not tie Him! His life is “The Gift 
of Everlasting Life!” 

You and I want the world to have this 
“Gift, His Everlasting Life.’—Selected. 


“ALIVE IN CHRIST” 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold all things are become new” (2-Cor. 
Saye 

The spiritual life which was planted with- 
in me at the moment of my new birth is the 
same spiritual life which I shali be living 
far out in eternity .... Many Christians do 
not realize this in Christian life. None of us 
when we were babies sat up suddenly and 
said, “I am alive! I am a human being!” That 
knowledge was an unconscious development, 
and years passed before we were aware of 
our consciousness as a human being. So there 
are thousands of “baby” Christians who have 
never come to the moment of recognition of 


the fact that. they are alive in Christ.—Sel. 


Some say that faith is the gift of God. So 
is air, but you have to breathe it; so is bread, 
but you have to eat it; so is water, but you 
have to drink it. Some are wanting some mi- 
raculous kind of feeling. That is not faith. 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word :-.of God.” That is whence faith 
comes. It is not for me to sit down and wait 
for faith to come stealing over me with a 
strong sensation; but it is for me to take God 
at His Word. 


You cannot really rejoice if you have nev- 
er really repented. 


1950 
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MINUTE MEDITATIONS 


The Lord does not ask any of us to be 
lawyers but witnesses. 
, % * * 
Are we doing for others what we would 
want them to do for us? 
4 * * . 
An inferiority complex would be an asset 
if the right people had it. 
* * * 
The last of conceit to go is that we quite 
understand ourselves. 
* % * 
He will reveal inordinate affections if He 
can ever get us alone. 
% * % 
It is astonishing how ignorant we are of 
ourselves. 
% * * 
It was the disciples, not the crowd outside, 
who were perplexed. 


* % * 
Death means that YOU STOP being. 
* * * 


The greatest curse to spiritual life is con- 
ceit. 

* oO * 

God did not lay a strong compulsion on Isa- 
iah; Isaiah was where he heard the call of 
God. 

* * 

A man who never makes a mistake never 

makes anything. 
of * PY 

Never apologize for the truth; live it and 

teach it. 
% * % 

If you are a Christian, act like it. 
% * ae 

Just because you can have a “good laugh,” 
doesn’t mean you are really happy. 

* * * 

A healthy body also makes for a healthy 

mind. “As a man thinketh, so he is.” 
* * * 

Deep-freeze lockers are nothing new; we 
have had them along the streets, with stee- 
ples on them, for years. 

* * % 


We have too many things in our hands 
these days, but a definite lack of “burning” 
in our hearts. 


Our efficiency turns out to be deficiency 

unless we have His sufficiency. 
% * a 

The sermon of our life is greater by far 

than the sermon of our lips. 
oo * Eo 

Do you know that God is using the trou- 
bles we meet to make us stronger and better 
Christians? 

% % * 

If you are in His will, you are as though 
immortality “hath clothed” you, until your 
work is done. 

oo * oo 

Are we more like Jesus or are we less like 

Him? It’s either addition or subtraction. 
* * %* 

If you'll pay each price, you may plead 

each promise. 


* * By 


You can be so busy that you may even 


- miss the best there is for you. 


* * * 


Are you so secure in positional truth that 
you don’t even care about going on? 
* ® * 
You may be-very “snug and smug” but 
what else are you? 
* * * 
What has happened with all our volunteers 
for Christian service; where are they? 
ek Wee 
Are you in sight of the “goal” and yet are 
you thinking of quitting? 
* * * 
Your guarantee of His grace for every 
need is as pure gold. 
% * *k 
God never asks anyone to go out and argue 
for the truth; He sent us out to declare it. 
* * oo 
When we interfere with God’s blueprints, 
we make trouble for ourselves. 
ok * * 
Today’s trouble may be the preparation 
for tomorrow’s discovery. 
* * 2k 
We may, at our own peril reconcile our- 
selves to the world, but it will never recon- 
cile itself to us. 
(Continued On page 22) 
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A CALE TOs PRAYER! 











1. Thank God that the concession has been granted. 

2. Pray for wisdom for the direction of this work. | 

3. Pray for the missionary couple that will be stationed there. 
PRAY FOR WHAT? 

4, Pray for God’s man to go as a builder. 

5. Pray that God may be able to move our hearts “with love.” 

6. Pray that we may not only invest our “means” but our 


“lives” in this work. 





J a a 
A A OO ee EDD ee —eO>_—ar>—E>>ar=_EO-o>—>o=OO>—=O—O>_O-E™>— OO 


The station at Banga has been started. Permanent building must begin 
within six months to hold the territory for C.I.M. We cannot release a mis- 
sionary full time from another station until replacements are on the field. 
The board has therefore decided to look for a builder to go start this work. 
He must be able to work with stone and do the general work of building. 
Please join with the missionaries, the board members, and the native Chris- 
tians in the Congo that God might direct us to this builder. : 
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LET’S THINK MISSIONS! 





According to Matt, 28:19, 20. 
According to Isaiah 1:1-12. 
According to Romans 12:1. 


STUDY MISSIONS! 


4. According to John 3:16. 
According to Matt. 9:38. 
According to Mal. 3:10, Rom. 8:4. 





Do you wish to study missions in your church? The office will gladly 
send any pastor or worker, a packet of study material for Africa, including 
maps, booklets, folders, books, and program suggestions for your missionary 
day. Also will be glad to suggest missionary projects for classes, groups, 
families or individuals to sponsor. We can send your church speakers or gos- 
pel teams for your missionary day. Let’s think Missions! “It may be later 
than you think.” Write PROMOTIONAL SECRETARY, CONGO INLAND 
MISSION, 4612 South Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. 
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IF I WERE A PASTOR 
By Ralph T. Davis 


If I were a pastor, and if I knew early in 
my ministry what I believe I know now, I 
would make much of the annual missionary 
conference. Unlike almost anything else the 
church does all year, it causes everyone to 
think of others and act for them. Its core is 
the consideration of the great love of God 
for lost souls and the realization of the fact 
‘that we have been put in trust with the gos- 
pel to herald it abroad. 


It would be wise for the pastor and mem- 
bers of his missionary committee to visit 
some of the outstanding missionary confer- 
ences to listen and learn. To copy any one 


of them might be unwise, but much can be © 


learned as to conducting a conference. Again 


it would be well to realize that, as pastor, I_ 


must lead in these matters. There will be 
little use to encourage my people to be mis- 
sionary minded if I am apathetic to the con- 
ference. To direct the conference is one of 
my first duties in regard to it. 


A decision as to type of conference and 
objective must be reached and everything 
must work to those ends. The objective is 
threefold: to praise God for what He has 
done in saving souls the world around, to 
hear and heed the Lord of harvest as He 
speaks and directs for further action, and to 
enlist every member of the church in a 
world-wide missionary program. The ultimate 
result should be that some of the church 
members would go to the uttermost parts of 
the earth and that all should go with them 
by prayer and gifts. 


The best conferences are those built a 
long time in advance. Hours of meetings and 
length of conference are governed by local 
conditions, but, generally speaking, the best 
ones run eight days, including two Sundays. 
A missionary conference demands some 
things different from the customary Bible 
conference or evangelistic service. Prelimin- 
aries at the meetings should be very brief, 
and it would not be amiss to have one of the 
missionaries lead the singing and to use visit- 
ing missionaries for musical selections. I 
would use them to sing in the language or 
play musical instruments of the lands where 
they serve. 


It is hardly fair to most missionaries on 
furlough, when a pastor asks them to give 
ten days or so of their time, including the 
travel involved, to use them only once or 
twice for a very few minutes. Use them as 
often as possible that all in the congregation 
may become familiar with them, for many 
cannot get out every night. It is unreasonable 
also to expect results if preliminaries occupy 
three-quarters of an hour and the speaker is 
given only about twenty minutes to present 
his work and give a challenge. 


I would see to it that each service began 
on time and terminated early, and I would 
make some arrangement at the end of the 
service for the missionaries present to get to 
the rear of the church or to their display 
tables before the audience began to move 
out. Then I would expect that the people 
would contact the missionaries before leav- 
ing. 

A conference should be interesting, in- 
formative, and inspiring. I believe I would 
reserve one evening, probably Friday eve- 
ning, for a question period, leaving a few 
minutes at the end for capable representa- 
tives to speak about the missions they rep- 
resent, presuming that the bulk of testimony 
during the week would be on the various 
fields. Hence there would be a place for a 
brief word about the various mission boards. 


As pastor of the church, I would permit 
no one to participate in the conference un- 
less I could vouch for the work he represents 
Therefore it would be necessary for me to 
study various boards. Some young person 
might be led to volunteer or some donor to 
give. It would be tragedy to have to curtail 
such effort. I would want to encourage it 
all I could. 


A preacher had grown cold in his heart, his 
sermons were lifeless and he faced dwindling 
crowds. The spiritual people of the church 
looked up in their pastor’s face Sunday after 
Sunday, waiting, listening, hoping for a 
change. None came. 

One Sunday the preacher noticed a little 
note in his pulpit. It said, 


“Dear pastor: 
We would hear about missions! 


(Signed), Your church.” 


1950 
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ON THE WAY! 


Aboard the Leopoldville 
between Antwerp and Matadi 


(Concluded) 


Tuesday morning, Oct. 4th. The water 
section of our trip is rapidly drawing to a 
close. This morning, around 6:00 o’clock, 
we began drawing near the African coast 
and by 6:30 we were slowlfy7 making our 
way up a small] inlet to the Portuguese 
port, known as Lobito Bay. Naturally, 
since this was the first close look at Afri- 
ean soil, we were. out on deck and all 
eyes! As far as the port is concerned, ‘it 
it typical of all small boat stops. A couple 
of concrete piers built out into the water 
to permit the ocean-going boats to dock, 
the usual steel cranes along the edge of 
the water, the rail spurs for bringing in 
frieght cars full of merchandise, or to haul 
it away as the case may be, the long ware- 
houses with the corrugated roofs, the piles 
of freight, crates, boxes, cases, tins, bar- 
rels, and what not. But, the two things 
that interested us by far the most, was 
the weather, and then the natives. We 
fully expected that we would swelter 
when we put into port, but on the con- 
trary, the skies were overcast and in order 
. to be comfortable, we had to wear jackets! 
Of course, if the sun had been out, it 
would have been different, but we found 
that it can be very cool in this part of 
the world too. We spent most of our time 
looking at, and watching the negroes of 
which tthere were a couple of hundred, 
T suppose, working in four or five different 
crews. For the most part, they were 
dressed identically. This is explained, ,I 
believe, by the fact that they were all 
working for the ship lines and were prob- 
ably all issued the same type of clothes— 
they consisted of a little blue canvass 
hat that looked a lot like the army fatigue 
caps, a cotton ‘‘T” shirt with the initials 
of the company on the chest, and a pair 
of shorts of the same material and color. 
All were, of course, bare-foot. 

One of the first things I noticed was that 
they never stand when they can possibly 
sit, and thely don’t like to sit if they can 
lie down! Whenever they had finished 
a job, if they weren’t put directly to 
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work, you’d see them heading for a pack- 
ing-case or pile of sacks or a bale or 
something. A crew of them came aboard 
to help in getting luggage out of the hold 
and the minute there was a lull in activities, 
there would be eight or ten stretched out 
all over the canvass bulkhead—hats pul- 
led down over their eyes and faces, getting 
a little good old shut-eye! Another thing 
that hit me right away was the poverty 
of the negroes. I suppose that these 
fellows were better off than a lot since 
they were working on a job. Still, those 
that didn’t have the company outfit on, 
were dressed in every imaginable sort of 
outfit. Some of the short-legged trousers 
were so patched that one couldn’t tell what 
had ___— been. 
They were liable to have anything on their 
head—here a battered, decrepit old sun- 
helmet ithat some Portuguese had dis- 
carded, there an old mashed-up felt hat, 
somewhere else something that must have 
been an army hat of some sort, a lot of 
them bare-headed and everybody  bare- 
foot. 

I noticed one group that had a clay 
pipe in common. Once in a while, one 
would saunter up and down the quay and 
gather a few cigarette butts, come back 
and refuel the pipe, and it kept going the 
rounds!! Once I saw a little chap, maybe 
eight or ten, moseying along nonchalantly 
as you please, with a serving tray balanced 
on his head. On the tray was something 
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or other covered over with a dish towel. I 
imagined that he was a house-boy that 
worked for some white in the port-town 
and who had been sent on an errand and 
had strayed by the docks to have a look 
at the boats. His eyes and hands were 
busy, but the tray never wavered in the 
least as he made his way through the 
workers and among the carts and piles of 
stuff. Down at the end of the quay 
was tied a battered old sailing boat that 
was being used for fishing purposes. 
Though it was tied up at dock, there was 
one of the crew perched ion the back edge, 
dangling a fishing line. Every so often, 
he’d come up with it and take off a fish 
six or eight inches long. They had a fire 
going on the boat. Don’t know if they 
were fixing to have themselves a fish-fry 
or not! But talking of fish, one chap 
came along with a stout chunk of wood 
over his shoulder. For a stringer, he had 
an old scrap piece of steel tape that had 
onice been on a packing-case, and he had 
about a half dozen fish that would have 
each gone over five pounds. Where he 
got them I don’t know, but there they 
were and they looked good to me! 


As we stood and watched’ that scene, 
we couldn’t help thinking: There were 
around fifty passengers that got off there 
and they were mostly family groups, some 
with ithree and four youngsters. They 
were starting new terms of service—some 
for the mining companies, some for tobac- 
co interests, some for the government, 
some for the oil concerns. They had 
mountains of luggage. 
to very well-paying jobs, jobs in which 
they would help other Europeans become 
more wealthy as well. Around the edges 
of the scene, there were the negroes in 
groups, here and there, poor as could be, 
living on the bare necessities, and with 
precious little hope of things being betiter 
in the future. And most of all, they need- 
ed to come to know Jesus Christ, the 
Saviour of Mankind. Our hearts went 
cut iio those black people on the fringe 
of the activity and we wondered what, 
if anything, is being: done for them in the 
way of evangelization. The eyes of the 
world are on the Congo and its riches 
these days—riches, such as oil, rubber, 
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diamonds, copper, uranium, ete. As far 
as we’re concerned, the greatest treasure 
of Congo is its people and its greatest 
challenge is the open opportunity of evan- 
gelization. How glad we are that God has 
given us the privilege of coming here as 
His messengers. We wouldn’t trade with 
anyone. 


Wednesday, evening, October 5th. 
These have been eventful hours during the 
night and day. I think I mentioned last page 
that when we left: Lobito Bay, the idea, or 
I should say schedule, was to arrive at the 
mouth of the Congo River by early morn- 
ing today, and then to be up-river at 


-Matadi by late afternoon. We got off an 


hour late from Lobito, but the officers 
seemed to think that they would still make 
it to Maitadi biy this:-evening. We were 
steaming along as usual yesterday evening, 
when about 8:30, we mnoticed the boat 
slowing down considerably, and there were 
some curious noises coming from _ the 
engine-room! Shortly, everyone was on 
deck asking questions. Presently, one of 
the officers came along and gave us some 
sort of story about our being ahead of 
schedule, so we were going to drift for a 
few hours! We thought it sounded a 
little fishy at the time, but a bit later 
when we saw Some of the crew firing up 
a portable forge on the fan tail of the 
boat, we became skeptical. Then sometime 
later, when we saw them come with a 
piece from the engine-room and _ begin 
working on it, we knew they had been 
stringing us and that something had bro- 
ken for them. Finally, along about 2:30 
this morning, the engines began turning 
again and we were once more on our way. 
Having lost about four hours, we didn’t 
get to Banana (at the mouth of the Congo 
River) until 3:00 this P.M., and since boats 
cannot navigate the river after dark, we, 
tonight, are swinging at anchor in the mid- 
dle of the river in front of Boma, which is 
about the half-way point between Matadi 
and the ocean. Consequently, we are spend- 
ing one more night aboard ship than we 
had planned, and are eating a couple of 
extra meals ‘fon the house’’! 


Coming into the Congo river was a real 
experience for us. We had read, studied 
and heard tell so much about it, that we 
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were all anticipation when we finally came 
into the region. First, as we began bear- 
ing in toward shore from the open sea, we 
could make out the sandy shores and 
tree-line. Then, we could make out a 
break in the shore-line which we took to 
be the mouth of the river. Then a. bit 
later, in the distance, we could see water 
which was much darker than the bluish- 
green ocean water. The nearer we came, 
the clearer it became that the river throws 
its water far out into the ocean and is 
easily seen. from afar. When we came to 
the actual point: of division, the difference 
was marked in a most fantastic fashion. 
One minute we were in green water, and 
the next in dark, brown coffee-colored 
river water. There was no intermediary 
stage and so distinct were the two, side bv 
side, that you could follow the line of 
their meeting as, far as the eye could 
reach. The color of the river was a real 
surprise for us. It’s a real dark brown— 
reminds one of root beer, or chocolate 
fudge or coffee. We’ve never seen any- 
thing exactly like it, and the size of 
it is stupendous. As I recall, only the 
Amazon river of South America has a 
greater volume, and in length, the Congo 
rates something like third or fourth in the 
world. As one swings into the mouth, 
immediately, there are shores lined with 
tropical foliage, trees and shrubs. One 
also immediately begins encountering in- 
numerable islands of varying sizes and 
big and little patches of marshy yrowths. 
Here it is that a river captain comes 
aboard and takes charge of the boat. 
Though the route is plainly marked by 
bright orange painted buoys, it is still nec- 
essary to have especially trained men to 
guide. As a result of the winding and 
twisting route followed by the bigger boats, 
we found ourselves sometimes out in the 
middle, far from either shore, then again 
passing very near an island, or perhaps 
a point of one bank or another. The 
scenery was constantly changing and every- 
cne was on the alert, trying hard not to 
miss anything! It was a beautiful after- 
roon with a clear sun. We = caught 


glimpses of our first native villages. We 
passed one island which was higher and 
dryer than the usual ones and we saw 


many huts scattered around under the 
trees, and drawn up on a little section of 
beach were a couple of large dugout 
canoes. 

Another evidence we noted of native 
life were frequent brush fires with their 
columns of light-colored smoke. Someone 
aboard said that these were natives out 
driving game. It is just the last of the 
Gry season and the vegetation is ideal for 
this. Soon the rainy season will be here. 
Am hoping some time to get a closer look 
at something of that nature. The vegeta- 
tion along here is a mixture of short palm 
trees with wide spreading fronds, amd 
tropical hard woods. The marshy spots 
have a sort of grass that has a light shade 
of green. The brown water—the light 
green marshy spots and the palms in 
the background, made some rather nice 
pictures. I was much interested in the 
bird life, of which itthere seems to be an 
abundance. Saw a few that resembled 
hawks. Saw quite a number of birds that 
must surelry have been a species of duck, 
for they had the characteristic long neck 
and stubby tail. The most common was 
some sort of gull—black and white in color 
—and having the outlines and flight char- 
acteristics of the regular sea-gull that one 
sees around the lake front in Chicago, for 
instance. We had a beautiful sunset to- 
night, and aS we made our circuitous way, 
the scene was constantly shifting behind 
us. 


It was along toward 6:15 that we saw: 
the lights of Boma up ahead. At about 
6:30, our boat slowed to a stop and the 
anchors were dropped. However, no 
sooner had we stopped and ithe deck lights 
switched on that we were hit by a deluge 
of the biggest variety of night-flying in- 
sects we’ve ever seen! Beetles, big, little 
and medium sized—flies of various sorts, 
and species and even a few mosquitoes 
thrown in. We all braved them for the 
few minutes remaining before supper, 
spending most of our time snapping beet- 
les off each other’s clothing. However, 
during supper, tthe crew had: hung screen 
coors everywhere and strung up netting 
or screens over the windows. As far as 
I know, most everyone headed for their 
cabin tonight. I doubt that there are 
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many out promenading the decks tonight! 
White seems to attract them. We noted 
that people having on light-colored clothing 
were much more bothered ithan those with 
dark. Since the boat is painted white all 
over, and then is brightly lighted from one 
end to the other, I can imagine that all 
the bugs in this end of Congo will gather 
through the night. 

We are told now that we shall be in 
Matadi before 10:00 A.M. tomorrow. 
Upon arrival, a squadron of officials ‘will 
come aboard and we’ll be able to take 
care of most of our paper work before 
ever leaving the boat which will be a big 
help. We intend to be up in the morning 
when ithe boat starts moving. From Boma 
to Matadi, the river begins to narrow and 
get into the first wings of the mountain 
range called Les Monts de Cristal. It is 
because of them that tthere is no naviga- 
tion possible between Matadi and Leopold- 
ville. There is a severe series of rapids 
as tthe river makes its way through the 
mountain system. This is all by-passed 
by rail. Once at Leo, there are hundreds 
of miles of navigable river which is taken 
advantage of by numerous little river 
steamers. It’s been a great daly. We’ve 
stood on ithe deck trying to put together 
all we’ve heard, read and studied with that 
which we were seeing for ourselves. We’re 
enjoying every minute of it and looking 
forward to these next days. 

K * * oo 


Thursday, October 138th, — Mukedi. 

Here comes what I hope will be the 
final chapter of this “Thing”. The last 
time I tried tto add something was on the 
boat coming up the river toward Matadi. 
Several days have now elapsed, and we 
are finally at Mukedi — the place about 
which we’ve heard so much and toward 
which we’ve looked for so long. 

But, thait’s a bit ahead of the story. 
Thursday morning, about 8:30, we were 
tying up at a pier at Matadi. It was a 
cloudy morning, but hot. Matadi is sur- 
rounded on all sides by rather steep hills 
which are largely rock. Matadi is the 
native word for rocks, and they certainly 
named it. appropriately. We’ve heard 
that when the sun is out brighit, that it is 
one of the hottest places in lower Congo. 
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As we got close enough to make out faces, 
we saw a lady that kept looking at us but 
who was a stranger to us. Eventually, 
when we got' in hailing distance, she proved 
ito be Miss Erma Birky—a missionary from 
Mukedi who was just on her way to the 
States. Naturally, we were pleased to 
meet her there. Among other things that 
we appreciated, was a sheaf of letters that 
she had picked up at Leo at the Uinion 
Mission House for us. Ati Matadi, there is 
a Swedish mission iand one of the services 
they render is to send one of their people 
down ‘to the pier when a boat comes in, 
in order to help new missionaries through 
customs and the various details that need 
tending |to. We certainly appreciated hav- 
ing this man around since he knew “the 
ropes’? and was able to save us an awful 
lot of time. Afiter formalities were over, 
we all got into their mission truck and 
were taken up the hill to their mission 
which overlooks the river and the port. 
One of the things that surprised us was 
the great variety and number of flowers 
that were around even though it was just 
the last of the dry season. They had done 
a nice landscaping job and we never tired 
of walking about looking at the different 
types of bushes, flowers and trees they 
had. Another Ithing that soon registered 
with us was the number of insects and 
small life in general. There are all sorts, 
varieties and descriptions of lizards. There 
are some so {tiny that they stay in the room 
behind such things as pictures or in cracks 
between the molding and the wall. Others 
reach six or eight inches. They are apt 


_ to be any color, or combination of colors. 


We saw one out our window one day, 
perched on top of a rock, with bright or- 
ange head and tail and a dark blue body. 
They can go anywhere, it seems. They can 
walk right up a wall. They are seemingly 
equipped with a set of suction cups for 
feet! 


We spent Friday at Matadi also getting 
the final papers and permits cleared on 
the luggage that we had shipped last year 
and bright and early Saturday morning, 
we were down at the train station. There 
is one train a day each way, between Leo 
and Maltadi for passengers. There was 
the engine a baggage car, one diner, and 
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a coach for the white people, and then 
about half a dozen for the natives. We 
left at 7:00 sharp. The distance is around 
300 kilometers, or something like 175 miles. 
There are 86 stops between, and it takes 
eleven hours to make the trip. I don’t 
know when we’ve ever made a dirtier trip, 
butt at the same time, one that we enjoyed 
so much. We had to leave the windows 
wide open to keep from suffocating. But, 
when the windows were open, the soot, 
cinders and dust came in by the buckets- 
full! So afiter eleven hours of that sort 
of thing, you can imagine what we looked 
like. I don’t know: that I’ve ever enjoyed 
anything more than crawling into a bath- 
tub that night and lathering up from the 
scalp on down! But, in spite of the dirt, 
the trip was very interesting flor us. In 
the first place, it was quite scenic. The 
railroad followed tthe Congo and _ then 
another river for some distance and since 
they cut their way through the mountains, 
there were a lot of rapids, and falls, and 
rugged country. Along ithe way, we pas- 
sed through a palmnut plantation, or 
should I say, nut-palm. Also, we passed 
a sugar-cane plantation. Most interesting 
of all were the stops along the way. The 
company operating the railroad really has 
put some money into their little station 
stops and nearly everyone of them were 
beauty spots. The little stations were 
made of nice brick with bright orange 
roofs. All around was nice landscaping, 
flower beds, neatly lined paths, trimmed 
lawns, decorative palms, etc. Each stop 
was a little different and one as pretty as 
the other. 


We were met at the station in Leo by 
Mrs. Orhneman, the wife of the present 
Secretary of the Congo Protestant Council 
at Leo. Also, there was a negro called 
Lutete. He is a chap that came up through 
the village mission schools and who has 
learned to speak French, and English as 
well as the major native dialects of the 
Congo. He is now in charge of the Union 
Mission House; a sort of small hotel that 
has been built and is maintained by six 
of the larger missions in Congo for the 
service of missionaries passing through. 
He, in himself, is definite proof that 
missions are worthwhile and that they 
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are giving results. The place was full 
when we arrived, due to a conference that 
was being held by the British Mission 
Society at tthe time. But, by doubling up 
a little, everyone had a place to sleep. 
Sunday we experienced our first tropical 
rain. We were in service at the time. 
There is a church building on tthe grounds 
with the U.M.H. where Sunday services 
are held. Since it has a sheet metal 
roof, when that rain began coming down, 
it caused a terrific noise. Fortunately 
the fellow doing the preaching had evi- 
dently had experience in preaching over 
conflicting noises before, and he stuck 
with it until he had finished. One thing 
we mow know, and that is—when it rains 
here, it rains. An awful lot of water can 
fall in a very short time. The rains really 
make a difference too. When they stop, 
the countryside very soon turns brown 
under the tropical sun. However, when 
sufficient waiter falls, everything turns 
bright green and things shoot up. Monday 
was a full busy day. We got up early, and 
thanks to the fact that the Leo business 
offices are open at 8:00 A.M., we were 
able to get all our business taken care of 
before the day was out. We had to eall 
at the American Consulate to register—at 
the airport to get our tickets—at the 
bank to change our currencies—at a whole- 
sale house to check on our grocery order 
which hadn’t ‘yet arrived at Mukedi though 
it had been. ordered for three months— 
some last minute shopping for such items 
as sun hats, mosquito netting, small metal 
trunk, ete. Monday evening, we were in- 
vited to the Orhneman home for supper. 


Tuesday morning we were up at 5:00, 
finished packing our things, were at the 
airport at 6:00. After weighing in, we had 
a bit of breakfast and at 7:00, were in a 
small 8-place plane heading for Kikwit, 
on the Kwilu River. We enjoyed the trip 
a lot. One could get a picture of the 
whole countryside with its rivers, tributar- 
ies, valleys, hills and plateaus. One could 
always tell the low and higher areas by 
the different. shadings of green. The 
valleys were always darker because of the 
forests, but the higher levels were light 
shades because of tthe grass-lands. Exact- 
ly at 8:30, we nosed down into the valley 
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of the Kwilu and just caught a glimpse of 
the airstrip and the city of Kikwit. How- 
ever, due to fog, we were unable to land 
immediately. Then began 'the unpleasant 
phase of the trip (for me.) Flying low 
through the valley, the air was rough and 
this, plus the continual sharp banking and 
circling, managed to get me completely 
woozy! Finally, at 9:00, the fog thinned 
sufficiently to make a run and _ shortly 
thereafter, we were stepping out of the 
plane onto good- old solid mother earth. 
Of course, the first point of interest was 
to see who would be there to meet us and 
immediately we spotted Larry Remple. We 
didn’t know who would be there to meet 
us, but we were plenty tickled to see a 
familiar face. Larry had come to Kikwit 
the day before. with the mission 3-ton 
truck for a load of lumber and cement. 
So, the Bertsche’s and their luggage were 
added and we were on the last lap of our 
journey. We stopped off in Kikwit for 
a couple of hours to finish out our load 
and to call for mail. We get mail at 
Mukedi once a week. Ordinarily it goes 
to a place called Gungu, which is the 
administrative center for this territory 
and is some 60 kilometers from here. A 
native is sent once a week to get the mail. 
One thing that strikes us is the terrific 
distances that native runners and messen- 
gers travel without thinking = anything 
about it. For instance, they quite fre- 
quently send a messenger to Kikwit from 
here which is something like 225 miles, 
round trip, and he is given a week for 
the trip on foot! And that is considered 
an average time. 
gent about it, they can clip considerable 
‘time off of that. While at Kikwit, we got 
our first glimpses of typically naitive stores. 
One can see a wierd mixture of goods for 
sale. On one hand will be something like 
_Mennens Shaving Cream or Campbell’s 
Tomato Soup, and then the next things 
will be a pile of fish or roasted cater- 
pillars. There are glass ice-box dishes 
and piles of bright colored beads, in the 
bulk. Certainly was interesting. Then 
too, we saw our first native market. A 
nice shady spot under the trees, where 
the women came and line up, more or less 


in a row, and display their wares. It is 


If there is something ur-— 


‘tion, and sometimes not even a tree. 


Mar.-Apr. 





for the most part produce either cultivated 
or gathered from the forest. Occasional- 
ly, one sees a pan full of roasted things— 
perhaps palm nuts or balls of native paste. 
Upon leaving town, we immediately had a 
ferry to cross. This one, however, was 
rather new and in good shape. It consisted 
of three wide steel canoe affairs across 
which a wooden platform was laid. The 
center boat had a motor and all three had 
rudders. After getting across, we immedi- 
ately began a long climb up out of the 
valley. The road was cut through dense 
undergrowth and palm groves, the road 
was simply graded dirt and because of a 
recent rain, was a little soft. Consequent- 
ly, we were making our way along for 
considerable time in double low. Cars 
and trucks out here really take a beating. 
Our route followed the side of the valle, 
for a long distance which meant. crossing 
many little bridges made entirely of wood, 
often with only a couple of planks to aim 
the wheels for. Since it was a road follow- 
ed all the time by heavy trucks, we felt 
quite confident, but all the same we usual- 
ly all three, heaved a sigh of relief when 
we’d crossed another. We sure would 
have hated to get the cement wet!!! 


Gradually, the road came up out of the 
valley and started across what would be 
called savannah, I suppose. Just scrub 
trees and high grass. Every once in a 
while, we’d dip into another ravine, cross 
another bridge, and make the long hawl 
up the other slope. Eventually toward late 
afiternoon, we came out on the grass plains. 
Here the roads were nice and smooth, and 
as far as one could see there was nothing 
but rolling grass-land with not a fence 
or path or any other evidence of habita- 
How- 
ever, it was here that we began seeing 
some signs of animal and wild life. Be- 
fore, sunset, we saw three antelope and 
several large partridges about the size 
of the guinea hen in ithe States. We saw: 
quite a number of vultures, a couple of 
hawks and later on, when it started get- 
ting dark, lots of owls. Larry had his 
rifle along, but the truck made such a 
racket that we never got @ chance to take 
a shot at anything. About an hour after 
dark, we came to another ferry. For this 
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one, there is a small native village nearby 
which is charged by the State to furnish 
the help to run it. However, since it was 
after sun-down, and they were all gathered 
about their campfires, it took some little 
time to get action. Already from a long 
distance, the native that had made the 
trip with us began shouting out into the 
night, a whole series of orders in the 
native dialect. Finally three chaps came 
and we coasted on down to the river. 
This time, the stream was quite narrow, 
but deep enough to make fording impos- 
sible. The ferry consisted of four canoes 
hollowed out of logs. They were lashed 
together with a large wooden platform over 
them. After considerable discussion and 
numerous estimates of the weight of the 
load and potential carrying power of the 
ferry, it was decided that all the cement 
had to come off, but that the most of the 
lumber could stay on. With that, they set 
to work. About 1% hour later, we were 
set to go on board. After much careful 
measuring and vociferous estimation, the 
high sign was given. When the back 
wheels hit the ferry, it took on a danger- 
ous list to starboard, but the bottom of 
the outside canoe hit bottom, and the situ- 
ation was saved. The ferry was kept in 
line by a steel cable running from one bank 
to the other. Power was furnished by the 
fellows pulling on it, and also the action 
of the stream on tthe canoes. With the 
safe delivery of the truck on the other 
bank, a return trip was made for the other 
stuff. The load was once again in tact 
an hour after arrival and we were again 
on our way. Another hour saw us close 
enough so that we could.see the electric 
lights on the hilltop, and Larry informed 
us that we were having our first look at 
Mukedi. Some minutes later, and we 
were making our way along a palm-lined 
drive and soon were stopping in front of 
the first home, it being that of Dr. and 
Dorothy Schwartz. We never got any 
farther. Soon everyone was on the run 
and soon the truck was the center of an 
ever-growing circle of friends—white and 
brown! 


Needless to say, we’ve keen pretty much 
in a whirl ever since. We finally got to 
bed that night and slept from sheer ex- 
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haustion. The next morning, bright and 
early, the school kids put on a demon- 


stration in front of the guest-house where 


we are situated. It was complete with 
flag, marching in formation, flowers, 
songs and a little welcome speech in 
French by one of the teachers. This 
group was flanked on either side by large 
numbers of hospital patients, and village 
people who had turned out to get a look 
at the latest arrivals. We did enjoy ind 
appreciate their efforts. They were sincere 
in their welcome and most friendly and 
warm in their attitude toward us. We 
already are longing for the day when we’ll 
be able to converse with them in their own 
language and begin entering somewhat in- 
to itheir lives, their problems, needs, 
thinking, etc., and be able, intelligently, 
to present to them the story of Salva- 
tion. : 

For tthe time being, we are to live in 
what is called the guest-house. It is a 
permanent building, made of stone and 
cement—good cement floors-—metal roof 
—inside toilet, and wired with. electricity. 
There are four nice sized rooms—bath- 
room, pantry and the kitchen in a separte 
small building in back. A tiny backyard 
is closed in by a wicket. fence. 


We have already been assigned a chap 
who is called a “wash jack’, and this 
morning he has been busily engaged in 
ironing the washing he did yesterday. 
Later on we’ll have a cook, house-boy, 
and garden boy as we’ll need them. You 
may wonder what in the world we'll be 
doing!! Don’t worry. We’ve onli7z been 
here about 36 hours, but long enough to 
see that the missionaries here on ithe sta- 
tion are swamped with the work of the 
place. Mukedi is really a small commun- 
ity. The concession covers 160 acres of 
which 14 is used for the various buildings. 
There is a medical work, for which two 
new buildings are being built; there is the 
educational work for which two big build- 
ings are being built; then there is all the 
evangelistic work with the itineraries; 
supervision of tthe native pastors and 
teachers, etc., etc. Sometime later, I hope 
to get off a letter which will give more, 
in detail, the actual setup here. So far, 
we don’t have too good an idea ourselves. 
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There is tco much to soak up in a couple 
of days. We are being given two weeks 
at first in order to get a bit adjusted; 
to unpack and sort of set up housekeep- 
ing. For the time being, the families on 
the station are taking turns feeding us. 
Yesterday morning, after our official re- 
ception, Dr. Schwartz and Mrs. Sprunger 
took us on a two-hour tour of the grounds 
and then we only got ithe most superficial 
picture of the work here. They have a 
tremendous program here, and the chal- 
lenge of more that needs to be done is 
great. 


I think I’ll eall this quits. We want to 
get out a circular letter before too long 
now, and perhaps we can give more detail 
on the station, people and work then. We 
have already had an_ introduction to 
missionary experiences. Our first grocery 


order arrived today—in part. The thing 


is, they took the liberty to substituite a 
few little items that were out of stock. 
We ordered a case of pork and beans and 
they sent a case of one-pound boxes of 
navy beans. We ordered a case of syrup 
and got a case of orange juice. We or- 
dered two cases of canned corn and got 
two cases of corn starch! We are on the 
way! Don’t forget our address:—C.I.M., 
Mukedi via Kikwit, Congo Belge. 
As ever, 
Jim & Genny. 


MINUTE MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 11) 


Your dispensations may be correct, and yet 


your dispositions may be all wrong. 


* * * 
A man’s reach must exceed his grasp. 
Our yesterdays do follow us. 
To be all out for God doesn’t mean you 
need to look “all in.” 
** x * 
Your theology may be right, but what 
about your temperament? 
* * * 
We need not square the Gospel with any- 
one; we need to square ourselves to the Gos- 
pel. 
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What this world calls happiness is not 
what God calls joy. 
* * * 
No great revival ever started in fun. 
* ok 
Can it be that we have insured our prop- 
erty and belongings against fire and loss, and 
not our life and love against eternal destruc- 
tion? 
Ho | eee 
The only force that is more powerful than 
hate is love and good will. 
* * * 
Yieldedness to God is.as necessary as will- 
ingness. 
* * 
A good example is more difficult than good 
advice. 
* * * 
Drastic actions are sometimes good for a 
bad disposition. 
ky ok 
As a Christian, your love can be bruised 


but not slain. . 


* * * 
The purpose of Christ’s coming is more 
important than the process. ' 
* * ok 
A man is not only what he thinks and eats 
but also what he forgets. 
otter ae 
By becoming a prisoner of God, you set 
your self free forever. 


* * a 


Character is a one-man job. 
* * *k 
Jesus Christ does not court men, He com- 
mands them. 
‘ Serer. Tat 
Christ’s great desire for this needy 
world is “Christians! live Me.” 
* *k 
Nights of prayer are followed by days 
of power. 
* * 
I always have to live with myself, so I, 
myself, need to live so I can know myself. 
* 7k 
Among this world’s greatest men have 
been the world’s biggest fools. 
C4 * *& 
There is no middle decision; you either 
accept or you reject Jesus Christ as your 
personal Saviour. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 


Receipts for months of December, 1949, 
and January, 1950, from Central, 
E.M.B., and General Mennonite Conferences. 





Central:— 
Missionary Allowances ...2:..0022......--.2- $ 993.09 
PeVaneCelstic: 2.0 eae eee 130.00 
MOUCAMONAL e.. paeee a... eine oe 70.00 
TVEOCLECEL (8 fete ...: ve. cic etieon 74.09 
(seneral «ooo eee en. 2943.35 
Special:— 
Hospital—Mukedi =. 24... ee 750.00 
Hospital=Nvanvat eso. ae 1000.00 
For: Dre Mai Schwartz. 24.0) ae 40.00 
Total '‘Centyalhee ws ke $6000.44 
E.M.C.:— 
Missionary Allowances .......................... $1300.00 
EVaneeistiGwes eee. te... 22s! 80.00 
Education to Missionaries ..................... 100.00 
(GONCRs ee ee 8384.83 
Bible Christian Literature .........0.00000...... 100.00 
Memorial Fund 
Dominican Republic:— 
Geweral eo ee eee 201000) 
Special:— 
Personal for Miss Mabel Sauder ... 10.00 
Personal for Miss Lucille D. Rupp ..__ 12.00 
Personal for Rev. Andrew Rupp... 10.00 
Personal for Rev. Russel Van Vleet 6.00 
Personal for Miss Lodema Short .... 12.00 
Personal for Rev. James E. Bertsche 10.00 
LoOtaieh. Mire Coo 7 ee ee ee $12,034.83 
E.M.B.:— 
Missionary Allowances .......................-... $ 696.34 
Operating ;:Buddet. 2.) 4....15. ao eee. 483.62 
Insurance Premium s:; 2... ae oe. 85.50 
PTOMO LIONS tee ee. 16.94 
Special:— 
Personal for Miss Aganetha Friesen 5.00 
Totalols. Ni Be. 27 )...1 eee Ee $1287.40 
General Mennonite Conference:— 
Wissionary, Allowances |... 4... $2087.82 
(ADETALITION ISIC RObet tans Sorte lu 1005.62 
insurance" Premiums 7.002. 220) 2 370.32 
Fever ris Che Se AEP A FOO RAF 25.00 
PYOMOMOnel eee ee hd Bee eh Oddie 49.50 
Passage its ae aes! ee SES ! 1491.85 
Special:— 
Personal for Rev. Frank J. Enns ..... 10.09 


Personal for Rev. Vernon J. Sprunger 10.00 
Personal for Miss Anna V. Liechty.. 100.00 
Personal for Rev. Geo. B. Neufeld .. 


E.M.C,;~— 


Personal for Rev. Samuel Entz ........ Lip. 
Personal for Rev. Russell F. Schnell 18.50 
Personal for Rev. H. A. Toews ........ 5.00 


Personal for Miss Anna H. Quiring 112.93 





Personal for Rev. Elmer J. Dick ... 124.56 
Personal for Miss Tina Quiring ...... 102.92 
TOtamerCh eral $5545.97 
Other than Central, E.M.C., E.M.B., and 
General Mennonite Conferences:— 
Missionary Allowances ......!...0..........---. $ 341.67 
EVAN eLIStiC (33502 5054 Meee 8 os seca ces! 41.25 
PYONDOUOn OL ewe ae Ae 2 Oe) 16.60 
CAV Histo rete nee 11.00 
Insurance Premiums 22 368.90 
Education ,Missionaries. .2.0....2.0.5..2. 115.00 
Special:— 
Specific: Gut. Fund: 4225) See 1147.25 
Central Traiming School... 3 100.00 
Personal for Miss Aganetha Friesen 5.00 
Personal for Mrs. H. A. Toews ...... 25.00 





Total other than Central, E.M.C., 

E.M.B., and General Mennonite 

Conferences strsit 555 et $2171.67 
TOTALS RECEIPTS 145525... $27,040.31 


A COMMAND 


“Go work in my vineyard, 
There’s plenty to do, 
The harvest is great 
And the lab’rers are few. 
There’s weeding and fencing 
And clearing of roots 
And plowing and sowing 
And gath’ring the fruits, 
There are foxes to take, 
There are wolves to destroy, 
All ages and ranks 
I can fully employ. 
I’ve sheep to be tended 
And lambs to be fed. 
The lost must be gathered, 
The weary ones led. 
Go work in my vineyard, 
There’s plenty to do, 
The harvest is great 
And the lab’rers are few.” 


—Matt. 21:28. 


Please Note! The address of the 
Congo Inland Mission is 4612 South 


2444 Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 15, Il. 
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FOR 
YOUR 
SELF 


DO YOU GIVE YOUR SHARE? 
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You Should Kuow-- 


That to meet the present challenges to ‘Christian missions in the Congo we 
need to increase our capital investment in the work, by $35,000. Our present 
needs for expansion are for: 


1. BIBLE AND BOOK FUND 


. The Congolese are becoming literate. They can. read. They wish to buy 
Bibles and Christian literature. Our mission needs $10, 000 for Bibles and 


books, This will be a living fund. As the missionaries and native Chris- 


tians sell the books, the money will be used to replace them. 
2. BUILDINGS 


This year, 1950, the C.I.M. has been assigned a new territory to evan- 


gelize. The station will be at Banga, and building must begin within six 
months. Buildings need repairs and schools need to be brought up to 
standard to be in line for government aid. 


3. MISSIONARY TRAINING 
The Belgian government has asked that all missionaries to the Congo 
study one year in Belgium. This requires $1500.00 for a missionary 
couple. We must have fourteen missionaries study in Belgium at once. 
This is a must! 


You should know that this $35,000 expansion fund is not included in the 
current operating budget of the Congo Inland Mission and therefore should 
be regarded as an addition to the initial investment of the mission. Invest 
in Christian missions today. It may mean the difference between Christi- 
anity or Communism. Send your gift to. 


C. E. REDIGER, Treasurer 
CONGO INLAND MISSION 
4612 South Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 15, Illinois 








E 
R2RARY 


is 
Hell 
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I have tried to keep things in my own hands and 
have lost them all; but what I have given into God’s 
hands, that I still possess——Martin Luther. 
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VICE-PRESIDENT—Rev. W. B. Weaver 
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Grabill, Indiana 
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c/o Bureau des Missions Protestantes 
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Mrs. Frank J. Enns 
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Rev. and Mrs. Roy O. Yoder 
Rev. and Mrs. Geo. B. Neufeld 
Miss Lois Slagle, R. N. 
Retired 
Rev. and Mrs. John P. Barkman 
Recently Accepted 
Mr. and Mrs. Levi Keidel 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Wiebe 
Address of missiu1) and all missionaries ex- 
cept Mukedi Station and Mutena Station. 
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GO YE... 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


Hear your commission, O Church of the 

Friends and disciples of Jesus, take heed. 
Master; 

How are you doing the work of the Father? 

How are you caring for hunger and need? 


Useless to stay in your doorway, and 
beckon— 
Those who most need you will never come 


in: 
Fighting the devil with art and with culture, 
How he must laugh in his stronghold of 
sin! 


Go—to the sheep that are scattered and 
fainting, 
Having no shepherd, and tell them to come; 
Go—to the highways, and tell every creature 
Still the feast waiteth, and yet there is 
room. 


Go—the time shortens, 
proaching; 
Harvests are whit’ning, and reapers are 
few; 


the night is ap- 


Somewhere, perhaps, in the darkness are 


dying 
Souls that might enter the Kingdom with 
you. 
Go—for the foe goeth, tireless, cunning; 


Body and soul he is holding in fee. 
Go—lift his gauge in the might of the 
Stronger, — 
And in that Power declare the slaves free! 


Go—our Lord goeth to man’s petty judgment, 
Bearing His cross in the midst of His foes; 
Let US go forth to Him, mocked and derided, 
Bear His reproaches, and share in His 
woes. 


‘Go—Church of Christ, for He goeth before 


you, 
And all the way that ye take, He doth 
know. 
On the bright morrow He’ll say, “Come, ye 
blessed,” 
But, till the dawning, 
“GOr 


the message is 


rey 





Editorials 
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Rev. George B. Neufeld and family 
and Miss Lois Slagle, R. N., are en 
route to the States for their first fur- 

lough after a profitable 
WELCOME and busy term of serv- 
HOME! ice on our mission field 

‘in the Belgian Congo. 
They are scheduled to leave from 
Leopoldville about April 15, but have 
encountered a short delay. We wel- 
come them back among friends and 
loved ones, and pray for mutual fel- 
lowship and vital influence for the 
work of bringing the Gospel to those 
who have not yet heard. 


* 


D. V., on May 5th, Rev. and Mrs. 
Robert Bontrager leave the shores of 
our beloved America to set sail for 

Bruxells, Belgium. 
BRUXELLS They will be enrolled 
BOUND in class work, taking 

the prescribed courses 
necessary for the advanced education- 
al requirement in the Congo. These 
young people go with courage and 
zeal into the service to which the 
Lord has led them, Our ‘prayers ac- 
company them, and we wish for them 
God’s choicest blessings. 


x * & 


Mr. Ernest Yoder from Goshen, In- 
diana has accepted the challenge to 
spend several years in the Congo, as 
a builder on the 
newly acquired 
mission station 
among the Ba- 
shilele Tribe. Once more the Lord 
has answered prayer in supplying a 
vital need for the building up of this 
new workamongwhathadbeenavery 
hostile tribe. Mr. Yoder will sail for 
the Belgian Congo as soon as the 
needed requirements for his going are 
provided for. His personal feeling re- 
garding this newly acquired oppor- 


BANGA STATION 
BUILDER! 
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tunity is best expressed in the fol- 
lowing incident: When asked why 
he gave up a brilliant and promising 
career aS a musician, theologian and 
educator in Europe to become a mis- 
sionary in Africa, Dr. Albert Schweit- 
zer replied: “I did not renounce any- 
thing. I have been privileged to do 
good. When man has such a rich op- 
portunity to help others, he has not 
denied himself a thing.” 


Miss Fanny Schmallenberger, who 
has spent a profitable and enjoyable 
furlough with loved ones and friends, 

is looking forward to re- 
THIRD turning to the Mutena sta- 
TERM tion in the Congo. She is 
scheduled to leave the 
States on or about June 15. She will 
need our sincere prayers and support 


to serve in our stead, since we are 


sending her forth in His name and for 
the lost of those “diamonds in the 
rough.” 


WATCH YOUR WORDS 


careless word may kindle strife; 
cruel word may wreck a life. 

bitter word may hate instill; 

brutal word may smite and kill. 
gracious word may smooth the way; 
joyous word may light the day. 
timely word may lessen stress; 
loving word may heal and bless. 


p> PPP PPD 


“He is coming!” speed the gospel, 
Millions far away 
Groan where cruel sin and sorrow 
All too long hold sway.” 
—Congo Mission News 


—_——— 


Is my master ambition to please Him? 


A little learning can be a dangerous thing. 





The man who wakes up and finds himself 
famous hasn’t been asleep. 





When your face is toward the sunshine, 
the shadows fall behind you. 
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Letters from the Field 








REASONS OF PRAISE FROM CHARLES- 
VILLE 
Dear Ones in the Homeland, 

“Oh that men- would praise the Lord for 
His goodness and for His wonderful works 
to the children of men! And let them sacri- 
fice the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and de- 
clare His works with rejoicing.” Psalm 107: 
Bie ean 

Truly we want to praise the Lord and de- 
clare His works with rejoicing and I am 
sure you will want to join us. The particu- 
lar theme of our rejoicing just now is the 
Tshikapa station. We heard the good news 
on March 22 that the station is a reality. 
Rev. Graber has just gone out that way for 
an itinerary and so immediately began to 
put up the first temporary building. 

In the early part of March—from the 


fifth to the nineteenth—a fifteen-day insti- - 


tute was held at Charlesville for the African 
leaders of the church. There were fifteen 
in attendance and each of the four old sta- 
tions was represented. They met each morn- 
ing and afternoon for instruction and dis- 
cussion. Their course of instruction in- 
cluded—“The Work of the Pastor” and “Re- 
vival” taught by Rev. Graber; “Texts for 
Sermons” taught by Rev. Schnell; and “The 
Book of Hebrews” taught by Rev. Rocke. 
They also discussed the problems of the na- 
tive church. : 

During these two weeks we also had evan- 
gelistic meetings each evening. The various 
leaders were the speakers for these meet- 
ings, each one taking his turn. There were 
a number who accepted Christ as their Sav- 
ior and others who came to be restored into 
His fellowship. We rejoice over these and 
ask that you will also remember them in 
prayer that they may be strengthened and 
established in the faith. We feel, however, 
that there should have been many more de- 
cisions made. Our hearts are made glad 
when we hear of revivals at home and we 
long to see such an awakening here. 

In the latter part of March Rev. Schnell 
spent a week at the Banga station getting a 
temporary house started and attending to 
other affairs relative to beginning the work 


there, He had quite an interesting time 
keeping the Bashilele busy as it sometimes 
takes a good bit of persuasion and many 
“hard words” to keep them going. The priest 
is also doing a good bit of persuasion these 
days and he uses methods which we cannot 
and would not use. For instance, he has 
been buying up the people’s corn and haul- 
ing it to the place of transport. In one vil- 
lage where they accepted the Protestant 
teacher and refused the priest’s teacher he 
refused to buy their corn and they had no 
market for it. 

We covet your earnest prayers as we go 
forward in this great work. With the two 
new stations, we realize that a “great door 
and effectual’ has been opened unto us and 
there are also many adversaries. 

As I write this I am at the American Pres- 
byterian Mission at Luebo having dental 
work done. Mrs. Rocke and Leland, the 
Schnell family, Miss Friesen, and I have all 
had work done. We have enjoyed the fine 
hospitality and Christian fellowship of our 
fellow missionaries here and appreciate so’ 
much the opportunity of getting our dental 
work done here. It isn’t very easy to get an 
appointment with the dentist in Congo. As a 
result we have had quite a few cavities to 
be filled. 

May God’s love abide with you all as you 
continue in the service of His dear Son. 


Yours in His service, 


Frieda Guengerich. 


FILE IT AWAY 


If an unkind word appears, 
File the thing away, 

If some novelty in jeers, 
File the thing away. 

If suspicion comes to you, 

That your neighbor isn’t true, 

Let me tell you what to do 
File the thing away. 

Do this for a little while 

Then go out and burn the file. 


—John Kendrick Bangs 
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HERE AT MUKEDI - 


a 


Greetings again to our dear readers in the 
home land! 


At this writing we are in the last part of 
March. The weather has taken a definite 
change and they tell us that the dry season 
will be coming soon. Having arrived here 
last October, the dry season is still a future 
venture in our adjustment to life in the 
Congo. 


This month we have missed Agnes Lutke 
and the Rempel family in our Mukedi sched- 
ule. ‘They are at Lake Madimape for a 
month’s rest. After they come back the 
Schwartzes will be going for two weeks to 
try their hand at hunting and fishing. Not 
having much wild life around Mukedi makes 
the men appreciate the hunting possibilities 
around the lake. 


Last Saturday, March 25th, we had quite a 
little storm here. We found out that a storm 
brings rain into our Congo made homes in 
places where an ordinary rain would not 
dare to enter. After the torrents of rain had 
subsided along with the wind, we went out 
to find that a fair sized palm tree had blown 
cver, just missing Miss Lutke’s house. Also 
the metal roof of one of the main school 
buildings had been torn off and lay in a 
twisted heap in back of the school. We were 
thankful that the children were not in 
school at the time and that no one was hurt. 
Mr. Sprunger is now busily engaged in get- 
ting the roof straightened out and placed 
back again. With limited school rooms the 
children must meet in the chapel and else- 
where until the school is ready again. 


Monday evening as we came home from 
our Kipendi lesson at Agnes Sprunger’s 
home, we saw quite a group of children on 
their knees in a circle in front of our house. 
With a newcomer’s curiosity we hurried to 
see whatever they might be doing. We dis- 
covered it was the season of “tusua,’” a fly- 
ing ant which comes out of the ground about 
dusk. The native children know just where 
they are going to come out. They lay a 
large basket upside down over the hole, 
leaving just enough room for the ants to 
crawl out from under the basket on all sides. 
The children surround the basket down on 
their knees and watch eagerly as the ants 
come out—Immediately a little black hand 
reaches out, snatches the ant and pops it in- 


May-June 


to his mouth alive. The expression on his 
face tells us that the ants taste every bit as 
good as candy! 


We were pleased to have a visit from Mr. 
and Mrs. Toews, with Paul, from Nyanga, a 
few days ago. Paul came for a bit of medi- 
cal attention but was able to return home in 
a couple of days. We are always delighted 
to see the other missionaries and we enjoy 
their stay with us. 


Recently our two assistant pastors have 
come back from a two-weeks’ pastoral study 
course at Charlesville. We are grateful to 
Archie Graber for leading the group study 
and also for answers to prayer. They seem 
inspired anew to go out among their own 
people preaching the Word and seeking lost 
souls for the Master. The native pastors 
have a tremendous opportunity and chal- 
lenge here. There are many outside tempta- 
tions. Won’t YOU pray for them? 


Genny Bertsche. 


HOW TO FORGET 
If you were busy being kind, 


Before you knew it, you would find 
You'd soon forget to think ‘twas true 


That some one was unkind to you. 


If you were busy being glad, 
And cheering people who were sad, 
Although your heart might ache a bit, 


You'd soon forget to notice it. 


If you were busy being good 

And doing just the best you could, - 
You'd not have time to blame some man 
Who’s doing just the best he can. 


If you were busy being true 

To what you know you ought to do, 
You'd be so busy you'd forget 

The blunder of the folks you've met. 


If you were busy being right, 
You'd find yourself too busy, quite, 
To criticize your neighbor long, 


Because he’s busy being wrong. 


—Selected. 
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GREETINGS FROM MISS FRIESEN 


Dear Co-Workers in the Homeland, 
Greetings in our dear Saviour’s name. 


School has again started with 596 boys, 
over 120 girls, and the Bible Institute with a 
little over 10. Generally the Bible school is 
bigger but due to the change in curriculum, 
there are less. How our hearts go out to 
those who know not the Christ, who have 
not had the fear of witchcraft and spirits re- 
moved from their hearts. Our desire and aim 
is that all might come to know Christ during 
this school term as they are taught the var- 
ious Bible subjects in their classes and as 
they memorize the Scripture portions. Satan 
is never unoccupied and he tries to hinder 
the work at all times. You may have your 
part in this great harvest. 


YOU CAN 

If you cannot 
cross the ocean 

And the heathen 
lands explore, 

You can find the 
heathen near 
you 

Yous can. —help 
them at your 
door. 
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babies. At the present time we have four 
sets of twins living on the station. Generally 
the twins are not wanted, and one or both 
die in infancy. The oldest set is over six 
months old and we will permit them to leave 
us soon. 


While on vacation at the lake, we went to 
the native village for a morning service. In 
order to find the village people there, we go 
early, service starting at 7:15 or 7:30. After 
the service we walked through the village. 
In the center of the village there is a tree 
which they call their medicine tree. It is 
also called the “tree of life.” If that tree 
should stop growing, the natives would move 
their village. I thought I would like to 
have a leaf for a souvenir so picked one. 
Just about as quick as I had picked it, one 
of the old men 
of the village 
was near me 
asking me for 
the leaf and also 
money to pay 
for picking it. 
There would be 
no more babies 
born nor _ ani- 
mals caught un- 
til the price was 


If you cannot paid. This tribe 
pive, yO UT will never start 
thousands, a village at a 

You can give new place un- 
the widow’s less they get a 
mite, medicine tree to 

And the least grow at the 
you do for Je- A Bible School Graduating Class place. 
sus 


Will be precious in His sight. 

With your prayers and with your bounties 
You can do what God demands. 

You can be like faithful Aaron, 

Holding up the prophet’s hands. 


The past month brought us thirty-five baby 
cases. What would we do if we had to sew 
for them all as we used to do in the past 
years. Again some of these have realized 
how much better it is to know Christ as 
Saviour. How happy some of the homes 
have been made by a little bundle sent from 
above. One woman just recently told us 
she had buried five and had none living. So 


often the mother is blamed for killing her 


OUR MASTER’S LOVE 
(As. seen in Exodus 3:7) 


I have seen the sad affliction 

Of the millions in distress 

They are groping in the darkness, 
They are seeking peace and rest. 
Have you looked as He commanded? 
Do you see the ripened grain? 

Go and labour, reap the harvest; 
Soon the Master comes again. 


I have heard the cry of millions 
Lost in darkness of the night; 
Bruised and torn, they seek a haven, 
How they need the Gospel light! 


Listen to their plea for mercy, 
Heed the call they send today; 
Tf in love you seek to help them, 
I will quickly make a way. 


I have known their many sorrows; 
Deep and pungent they have been. 
Centuries passed in heathen darkness, 
Fear and misery reign within. 

O for hearts moved with compassion 
As the Master’s long ago; 

Love to follow as He bids us; 

Love to pray, to give, to go. 


Yours because of Calvary, 
Aganetha Friesen. 


IF I WERE A PASTOR 
Safeguarding Missionary Interest 
By Ralph T. Davis 


It has been a blessing to my own heart to 
have written this series of articles entitled 
“If I Were a Pastor.” There has been no 
feeling on my part of having exhausted such 
important subjects as those that have been 
considered. In considering the missionary 
program in the church, the missionary com- 
mittee of the church, the support of missions 
by the church, the missionary conference for 
the church, and how to advise young people 
regarding missionary service, even the brief 
remarks made have jogged my own thinking 
and I trust they have been of some value to 
the reader as well. 


Our final thought in this series is now be- 
fore us—how to conserve and safeguard the 
missionary interest. It may be well to begin 
a missionary program, but how will it end? 
It is not always hard to start such a thing, 
but how to direct it when moving and con- 
trol it when it takes on large proportions, 
how to be assured that it will advance for 
good and not swerve for evil are important 
matters. 


Therefore, if I were a pastor, I would need 
to realize that this matter of safeguarding 
missionary interest is very important. Only 
thus can there be true conservation of the 
church’s missionary program. in my own 
time and in that of other leaders who may 
succeed me. 


The secret can be stated tersely: The 
missionary program must be centered in the 
Person, not in a person. The motivating 
force must be not a person, but the Person 
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of the Holy Spirit. The beginning and the 
continuation must be in Christ. He is the 
Lord’of the harvest field. He has bidden us 
to pray to Him to thrust forth more laborers. 
In the tenth chapter of Matthew, we learn 
that He calls, that He empowers, and that 
He sends forth the workers. 


When Christ is the center of the church’s 
missionary program, changes that occur in 
the realm of time, personnel, circumstances, 
and in any other way will not jar the work 
unduly. Men may come and men may go as 
undershepherds. Our Lord remains. Cir- 
cumstances may vary, but Christ is the same. 
I as a pastor may leave, but if I have in- 
structed my flock to recognize the Lord Je- 
sus Christ as the Lord of the harvest field, 
and if I have guided the missionary work in 
keeping with His Word, there should be but 
slight variation, if any, in the church’s pro- 
gram in the ensuing days. 


We do not, as Christians, have to go out- 
side of God’s Word for instruction in any of 
the walks of life. The Word, then, must be 
a large part of the missionary program. It 
should be read, using suitable portions, upon 
every occasion possible (even committee 
meetings). The Bible is a missionary book 
and reading about the lives of many of the 
saints of old is the most interesting mission- 
ary reading obtainable. 


The missionary call is in the Word. Guid- 
ance is in the Word. Everything we can 
think of is in the Word. To quote the Word 
aptly and forcibly will solve every problem, 
answer every question, and, considering our 
present proposition, guide the missionary 
program, in a steady course. 

There are always those in a congregation 
who seem to have little use for foreign mis- 
sions, and I suppose no amount of missionary 
speakers, pictures, or reading matter ever 
would move them. But God’s Word will. 
The truest safeguarding of the missionary 
program will be realized only when all the 
church membership is engaged in the carry- 
ing of the Word of life to lost souls. 


All of this leads to a realization of the fact 
that principles, not expediencies, are to gov- 
ern me and my colleagues. The Biblical 
basis of missions is all important. Only that 
which is anchored in the Book has hope to 
endure and advance. This, and this alone, 
will safeguard all missionary interest. 
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MUTENA-GRAMS 


By Lois Slagle, R. N. 


Two of Each 

Two little boys evened the score. Loren 
Ray Neufeld brought the score 2 to 1 when 
he arrived on August 19, 1949. LaVerna 
and Doretta Dick were very interested in 
the new baby which came to live at the 
Neufelds. Just five months later to the day, 
on January 10, 1950, their new brother ar- 
rived. Delbert Duane Dick tied the score 
making it 2 boys and 2 girls at Mutena 
Station. 


Delivered from Death 

It was bed time and all was quiet on the 
station. A cough just outside the window 
called us back to consciousness with a start. 
What now? A few days earlier one of our 
outstation teachers had sent in 2 boys to be 
circumcised here at the mission. They were 
to be sent to a heathen camp for the rite; 
but since they were pupils in his outstation 
school, their teacher pled with the father 
to send them to the mission. The father 
finally consented. When they arrived, our 
medical boy who does our operating was 
incapacitated by an infection in his hand; 
hence he was: unable to operate. They re- 
mained in the village here with a fellow 
tribesman. That afternoon they had gone 
out to attempt to catch field rats which are 
a delicacy in the African diet. A snake 
hanging in a low bush made a strike at one 
of the boys and bit him in the shoulder. 
When we were called to see him a number 
of hours had already passed. The old village 
men had tried their remedies without re- 
sults. As a last resort, they called on us. 
Death was imminent from all indications. 
The boy, lying on the ground in the dirt, 
was in a comatose condition. He was rigid 
and at frequent intervals had convulsive 
seizures. It was evident that the poison had 
circulated throughout his entire body. The 
village fathers who had treated him earlier 
had cut the skin at the site of the bite and 
removed the blood. What could we do? 
We gave him a respiratory and circulatory 
stimulant and prayed. It looked like this 
was a victory for our enemy, Satan. What 
would the father do to the outstation teacher 
who insisted that they should come to the 


mission? We must confess our faith was 


small, for we expected to hear the next 
morning that he had passed away. Instead, 
one of the medical boys came to report that 
he had recovered consciousness and was 
asking for food. Again God heard our 
prayers and vindicated His cause in this 
land. 


A Four-legged Book Worm 


Our boys’ choir was scheduled to give one 
of the programs for our Sunday afternoon 
services. Three object lessons relative to 
the Word of God had been translated and 
typed. The three boys who were to be the 
speakers were each given a typewriter sheet 
of his part. 

Several days before the scheduled day of 
the program, one of the boys chosen as a 
speaker came to our veranda with fear and 
trembling. It was evident that he expected 
a reprimanding. Before he told the reason 
for his apprehensiveness, he assured us that 
he had been crying and crying because of 
the sorrow in his heart. Then he went on 
to explain. On returning from his work in 
the field on Saturday morning, he dis- 
covered that a marauder had been in his 
house. The contents of the box in which he 
kept his books and papers had been strewn 
over the ground. He found that a good por- 
tion of his hymnbook had been destroyed 
and worse yet—a half of the page on which 
his object lesson had been typed was miss- 
ing. At this juncture of the story he pro- 
duced the mutilated sheet. He explained 
that a neighbor’s goat was responsible for 
all this havoc. No scolding was given and 
a new typewritten sheet was made. Hap- 
pily the goat was not interested in finishing 
the object lesson, for the paper remained 
intact until the day of the program. 


Mutena’s Event of the Year 


Did you ever boil drinking water for 56 
people? It is a task! However, the boiling 
was the minor problem. Storage of the 
boiled water presented the major task. The 
water must be boiled one day and allowed 
to cool over night in order to be ready for 
use the next. Smaller containers must be 
used for the cooling process, else the water 
will still be warm for the next day’s con- 
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sumption. Gasoline drums, scrubbed and 
cleaned and cleaned and scrubbed, and then 
boiled, provided the large storage tanks. 
This is only one of the many tasks which 
confront the entertaining station in prepara- 
tion for our field conference. However, the 
joy of meeting with our co-workers and fel- 
lowshipping together with them—more than 
compensates for any difficult task. We thank 
the Lord for the days of the 1949 confer- 
ence. History was made this year during 
these days. Not only was it the first field 
conference that convened at Mutena; but we 
had the record attendance in the history of 
these conferences. Since this was a time 
of “firsts’—the first conference at Mutena, 
the first conference with this number of 
missionaries and children in attendance, Miss 
Betty Rempel added another first—To our 
knowledge she was the first baby born dur- 
ing conference days at the entertaining sta- 
tion. She evidently wanted to be numbered 
with the: 1949 conference guests; for she ar- 
rived on the last day of our sessions. 


God-Sent 

Again the Lord has sent forth laborers into 
the harvest field. Again the Lord has filled 
the gap with new workers. On Dec. 3, 
Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Entz came to help 
with the work at Mutena. A heavy building 
program awaits Mr. Entz and Mrs. Entz’s 
time will be well occupied with medical 
work. We are grateful to our Heavenly 
Father for these co-laborers at Mutena. 


—$———$ 


THE WINNING WAY 


If you put a little loving into all the work 
you do, ; 
And a little bit of gladness, and a little bit 
of you, 

And a little bit of sweetness, and a little bit 
of song, 

Not a day will seem too toilsome; not a day 
will seem too long; 

And your work will be attractive, and the 
world will stop to look, 

And the world will see a sweetness, like 
the tinkling of a brook, 


In the finished job; and then the world will 


turn to look at you 
With a world’s appreciation of the thing 
you’ve found to do. 
—Just a Moment 


CHARLESVILLE ECHOES 


February is, to say the least, not the same 
in Congo Belge and the United States. While 
some of you are busy remembering the 
birthdays of Washington and Lincoln, and 
remembering each other with Valentines, we 
are busy with the ordinary routine of our 
work out here. Nothing spectacular or ex- 
traordinary occurred, except one _ thing 
which will be mentioned later, and that. 
should not have been unusual. 

Mr. Graber spent part of the month at 
Leopoldville at the Congo Protestant Coun- 
cil meeting, as did Mr. Sprunger of Mukedi 


station. Mr. Rocke was busy with his many 


industrial and evangelistic duties. With a 
large new school building in the process of 
construction, and about a hundred (I do not 
know the exact number) outstations in 
his charge he has not had time to get into 
mischief. Mrs. Rocke teaches the white 
children every morning, Monday through 
Friday from 9 to 12. Two afternoons a 
week she teaches Bible to the fifth year 
elementary students. Besides she has charge 
of the women’s work, which is not easy, 
and often somewhat discouraging, to say 
nothing of being a wife and mother. Mrs. 
Schnell teaches several hours a week in 
C. A. P., and does a lot of supervising in 
the elementary school, besides managing a 
household of three lively children. Mr. 
Schnell teaches quite a number of hours in 
C. A. P., has charge of all the station schools, 
the print shop, the book shop and our mail 
and freight. Miss Friesen’ and Miss Guen- 
gerich were at the C. I. M. vacation spot, 
Lac Madimape, for a well-earned month of 
rest and change of work. (Most mission- 
aries use at least part of their vacation to 
write letters, do some sewing, and catch up 
on some things left undone in the rush of 
station life.) Miss Beitler was in full charge 
of the medical work during the month. She 
thought.she would not live through the first 
few days, but she did. ‘Since she could not 
yet speak the Tshiluba language very well, 
she had to rely chiefly on her knowledge of 
French. The head dispensary assistant was 
her interpreter whenever he was needed in 
that capacity. Incidently Miss. Beitler 
“picked up” quite a number of new words 
and expressions in the native language dur- 
ing the month, some of them in somewhat 


(Continued on page 14) 


aero 


ee 
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MINUTE MEDITATIONS 


Are you coasting or are you climbing? 
% Ed 
The final test of a gentleman: highest re- 
spect for those who can be of no benefit 
whatsoever to him. 
#52. oe 
Prayerfulness and carefulness make a good 
day an even better day. 
* * * 
Even in the church there are a lot of “big 
chips” on “small shoulders.” 
The most you get from worries is wrink- 
les in your brow. 
a eM 
Are you trying to shine and haven’t taken 
time to fill your lamp? 
* * * 
“No man liveth to himself,” and many of 
us learn only when it’s too late. 
* % co 
Facts are the antidote for fears. 
* * co 
We must live by faith. 
* * # 
Great men exist that there may be greater 
men. 
* * * 
You become what you think. 
* * *% 
If you won't listen to words, nature will 
get you to listen by aches and pains. 


Ci eek See 
The enemy of the best is good. 
* * * 


Your “kneeling” keeps you in good “stand- 
ing.” 

* % % 

There are two reasons why people don’t 
mind their own business. Logically they 
would be, either no mind, or no business. 

Bo * * 
Love and forgiveness are more than words. 
* % + 

Too much discipline may defeat its own 
purpose. 

* * * 

How can you sincerely pray for money to 
carry on the work of the Lord, when you 
yourself have money you could give? 


Build air castles, but put foundations un- 
der them. 
* * + 
A church without a prayer meeting is 
about as effective as a stove without a fire. 
* * * 
Is your congregation a missionary center? 
If not, why not? 
* * 
How can you encourage others to do the 
will of God and you do as you please? 
co * * 


What if you have worked yourself half to 
death; youll get a new blessing praying 
yourself alive again! 

* * * 

If you can suppress one moment of anger, 
you may prevent 24 hours of heartache and 
Sorrow. 

oer shears 

How many “resolves” for missionary ac- 
tivities have been drowned in your cup of 
pleasure? 

Ee "eae 3 

It is not as difficult to use Bible terms as 

it is to obey Bible commands. 
* * * 

Perhaps you have heard people say, “Oh, I 
don’t believe in revival meeting; few results 
last.” Neither do the results of a bath. 

ok * * 

Love is not primarily an emotion; it is a 
disposition, an adapted attitude of the mind 
and heart. 

a 5 * 

It becomes sin to get over it. “Thou hast 
lost thy first love.” 

* * * 

Anyone can speak words, but to put weight 
and evidence to them is something entirely 
different. 

co * * 

Do you prove the worth of your words? 

If you don’t believe in cooperation, just 
observe what happens to a wagon when one 
wheel comes off. 

a 

My worth to God in public is what I am in 

private. — 
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ON OUR WAY — 


“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us” 
(I Sam. 7:12). Less than a year ago we 
were unacquainted with the Congo 
Inland Mission. Today we are on our 
way to the field in. answer to God’s 
call; The experiences of the past 


months will always be a reminder of 
God’s infinite wisdom in leading us. 
The first contact was made with Rev. 
C. E. Rediger, June 18, 1949, in Chi- 
cago. We were seeking an open door 
and the Congo Inland 
Thus, 


for service, 
Mission was seeking 
in the providence of 
God our _ prayers 
have been mutually 
answered. We thank 
God for His guidance 
throughout the days 
when we could not 
see the way clear 
before us. 


workers. 


It is amusing to 
hear the reactions of 
unchurched _ people 
concerning our going 
to the Congo. “Won’t 
that be exciting,” 
“You mean you’ll be 
PONeRlIVe |vears,) st 
think you’re foolish,” 
and most common of 
remarks, “That sure- 
ly sounds like an in- 
teresting adventure.” 
These people do not 
understand the anti- 
cipation and joy of answering te call 
of God. As the time of sailing nears, 
we are assured of being where God 
wants us. 


The future is always bright for the 
missionary because Jesus said, “And 
when he putteth forth his own sheep, 
he goeth before them” (John 10:4). 
Also, “And lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28:20). We could not ask for a 
more capable leader or a more 
strengthening presence. 


The next fifteen months we will be 
in Belgium studying French and at- 





Rev. Robert and Mable Bontrager 


tempting to qualify for a wider min- 
istry as teachers in the educational 
work in the Congo. Will the Congo 
Inland Mission family pray that we 
may successfully meet gains oR TEAS 
ments? 3 


Although our acquaintance with 
the Congo Inland Mission has been 
brief, we are happy to have met 
many of you. You have been graci- 
ous in your interest, prayers, and 
gifts to us. We will endeavor to be 
faithful to God who has called us, and 
to you who have sent us. 


WAS IT YOU! | 


Some one started the 

day all wrong, 
-Was it you? 

Some one robbed the 

day of its song— 
Was it you? 

Early this morning 
some one 
frowned 

Some one sulked un- 

tilothersscowled, 

soon _ harsh 

WwW O'nO-S- 1.eT-e 

passed around— 

Was it you? 


And 


Some one started the 

day aright— 
Was it you? 

Some one made it 
happy and 
bright— 

Was it you? 
Early this morning we are told, 
Some one smiled and all through the 

day 

This smile encouraged young and 
old— 

Was it you? 
—S. I. Lone 


wor 


Faith makes the inlook good, the outlook 
bright, the inlook favorable and the future 
glorioos. 


I know not by what methods rare, 
But this I know, God answers prayer. 
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MY FURLOUGH ENDED 


Dear Christian Friends, 

“Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God 
for every remembrance of you, al- 
ways in every prayer of mine for you 
all making request with joy, for your 
fellowship in the gospel from the first 
day until now; being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 

My furlough is drawing to a close. 
The Apostle Paul in a measure ex- 
presses my thoughts in the above 
portion of his letter 
to the Philippians. 

I cannot put into 
words my deep ap- 
preciation of your 
prayers, interest, gra- 
cious hospitality and 
fellowship in the 
Gospel. Your many 
kind acts will not be 
forgotten; neither 
will they go unre- 
warded—my Father 
will see to that. I 
have enjoyed meet- 
ING Vous. In | YOur 
homes and churches 
and the fragrance of those moments 
will linger with me. 


My furlough has been very profit- 
able and I believe has better fitted 
me for another term of service — 
should He tarry. 


I return to our Mission Field with 
the joy of the Lord as my strength. I 
rejoice in the fact that God in His 
mercy is permitting me to go back to 
my co-workers and to the people who 
are so much in need of the Gospel. 


I do desire to be a better servant of 
my Lord and Master as I once more 
take on the responsibilities found in 
my “field” of service. 


I believe we all realize there is a 
“job” to be done in the Congo and 
we must do it NOW—period. If you 
do your part and I do mine the “job” 





Miss Fanny Schmallenberger 
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will be done and we’ll rejoice togeth- 
er throughout the endless ages of 
Eternity. 

I would ask you to pray much for 
the C.I.M. and for ALL of its activi- 
ties. God is still on the Throne. Pray- 
er changes things and people into 
miracles of His grace and Power. 

God bless each one of you and I 
would appreciate being remembered 
at the Throne of Grace. 

“The Lord watch between me and 
Thee, while we are absent the one 
from the other.” 

Sincerely yours in Him, 
Fanny A. Schmallenberger. 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 
It’s in the Bible! 

1. Every book in the 
New Testament was 
written by a foreign 
missionary. 

2. Every letter in the 
New Testament that 
was written to an in- 
dividual was written 
to a convert of a for- 
eign missionary. 

3. Every epistle in the 
New Testament that 
was written to a 
church was written to 

a foreign missionary church. 


4. Every book in the New Testament that 


was written to a community of believers 
was written to a general group of foreign 
missionary churches. 

5. The one book of prophecy in the New 
Testament was written to the seven for- 
eign missionary churches of Asia. 

6. The only authoritative history of the early 
Christian Church is a foreign missionary 
journal. 

7. The disciples were called Christians first 
in a foreign missionary community. 

8. The language of the books of the New 
Testament is the missionary language. 

9. The map of the early Christian world is 
the tracing of the journeys of the first 
missionaries. 

10. Of the twelve apostles chosen by Jesus 
every apostle except one became a mis- 
sionary. 

—William Adams Brown, The Way. 
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CHARLESVILLE ECHOES 
(Continued from page 10) 
humorous circumstances. The writer had 
her usual duties of a heavy teaching sche- 
dule in C. A. P. Most of us had a few extra 
duties due to the vacation of two of our 
number. . 


Now we come to the event promised in 
the first paragraph. One night, at about 
12:30 P. M. I heard a knock on the door 
which awakened me out of my peaceful 
slumber. ‘Mama Ngalula (Miss Beitler) is 
calling you at the O. B. Hospital,’ were the 
words which greeted my answer to the 
knock. Quickly I arose and left to go over 
there. 
I was to both interpret and also speak words 
of comfort to the bereaved. (Getting up at 
night is nothing unusual for the nurses, but 
for me it was, but even that is not the un- 
usual part of this incident.) Believe it or 
not, but the father of that child who passed 
away was the first grown man I have ever 
seen out here weep silent tears. Profession- 
al wailing by the family and relatives, chief- 
ly the women, I’ve often seen and heard, but 
never before have I seen someone who had 
as much real sorrow. His weeping was not 
the kind which called attention to itself, but 
I saw it anyway, and I hope that the words 
which I gave him brought real comfort and 
peace to his heart. He is the chief of a 
village, and had never made a confession 
of faith before, nor did he that night, but 
do pray that he might be brought to the 
feet of the Man of sorrows in true grief 
and repentance for his sins, and accept Him 
as his own personal Saviour. 


Continue to remember us all in prayer 
before the throne of grace, for both we and 
the work and our Christians do need your 
deepest prayer interest at all times. We are 
grateful for those who do pray, and tell us 
so in their letters to us. May God bless 
each one who reads this brief account. 


Anna V. Liechty. 


— 





Someone has said, “You don’t get ulcers 
from what you eat, you get them from 


what’s eating on you.” That is. true 
psychologically and physiologically. 
If we would trust the Lord more and 


worry less we would have a happier, health- 
ier Christian life. 


A few day’s old baby had died, and 


MISSIONARY MOTHERS 


I never see God’s called ones set their faces 
For foreign land, and dim, far-reaching 
shore, 

But what I think: “Once more, some mother, 
Hannah-like, hath given from her store 
Her heart’s most precious gift; that over 

there 
Some other lives might be more fair!” 


Some mother, who—in years now gone— 
Was faithful to the mother’s many tasks; 
Leading, setting pace for little feet, 


Teaching, answering questions childhood 
asks. 
And so, through years’ she labored on, 
unknowing 
That in her care, God’s missionary was 
growing. 


And when, in distant lands they seek and 


win 
Dear heathen souls, with darkest sin bowed 
down, 
I think of her, who mothered God’s own 
servant, : 


And see another star in mother’s crown! 
So, while you praise our missionaries and 
others, 
I honor most of 
Mothers! 


all, the Missionary 


* — Selected. 


AN ARGUMENT WITH MYSELF 


1. If I refuse to give anything to mis- 
sions this year, I practically cast a ballot in 
favor of the recall of every missionary, both 
in the home and foreign fields. 


2. If I give less than heretofore, I favor 
a reduction of the missionary forces propor- 
tionate to my reduced contribution. 


3. If I give the same as formerly, I favor 
holding the ground already won, but disre- 
gard any forward movement. My song is 
“Hold the Fort!” forgetting that the Lord 
never intended that His army should take 
refuge in a fort. 


4. If I advance my offering beyond 
former years, then only do I favor an ad- 
vance movement in the conquest of new 
territory for Christ.—Gospel Banner. 


——————— oe Cl 
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GOING FORWARD 
By Erma Birkey 


In Gen. 14:15 we read that the Lord told 
Moses, “Speak to the children of Israel that 
they GO FORWARD.” Certainly we are GO- 
ING FORWARD in the work of the Congo 
Inland Mission in Belgian Congo. We praise 
God for His blessings to us as a mission. 
Long years we have prayed for more mis- 
sionaries. Now we are thanking Him that 
He is giving us missionaries. For many 
years we have had the privilege of teach- 
ing and preaching the Word, and hundreds 
have become literate 
Christians. Many Af- 
ricans are taking re- 
BpOonSsI bility in 
preaching and teach- 
ing. How we praise 
God for African help 
in His work. 

Now we are thank- 
ing our blessed Lord 
for new opportuni- 
ties in the school 
work, and for more 
advantages for the 
African Christians in 
giving them more 
educational advan- 
tages. How are we 
poe GC he ORY 
WARD?” in planning 
for the advanced 
schools? How are 
we going to lead an 
oriental people, who 
are bound to tradi- 
tion, into new paths? 
How are we going to meet the new prob- 
lems? How are we to “GO FORWARD?” 
According to the Lord’s command and prom- 
ise. John 14:14 “If ye ask anything in my 
name, I will do it.” We will “GO FOR- 
WARD” on our knees. 


How are we going foreward for the read- 
ing constituance in the district. -Scores of 
people who read are asking for literature in 
their own language. I we don’t provide 
them with literature the forces of the enemy 
will. They are asking for the New Testa- 
ment, for portions of the scripture. They are 
eager to buy anything we have to offer them. 
Are you going foreward on your knees with 
us in this work? 
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We should “GO FORWARD” with tracts, 
giving the way of salvation. The opportu- 
nities for giving the Gospel in literature are 
legion. Pray with us that there may be Af- 
rican men and women who will consecrate’ 
themselves to the Lord for this work- 
Though it is not an easy life to be in the 
district giving out Christian literature we 
believe that the Lord would have us go fore- 
ward in this way. We must reach the mass- 
es with the Glad News of Salvation, by way 
of the printed page, and oral testimony. Pray 
with us that the Lord will thrust forth la- 
borers, for the harv- 
est is white. We 
“GO FOREWARD” 
on our knees with 
you. 


THE REASON 


Miss Erma Birky 


“We mutter and 
sputter, 

We fume and we 
spurt, 

We mumble and 
grumble, 

Our feelings get 
hurt, 

We can’t understand 
things, 

Our vision grows 
dim, 

When all that we 
need 

Is a moment with. 
Him.” 

TITHING 


Earning, maketh an industrious mari. 
Spending, maketh a well furnished man. 
Saving, maketh a prepared man. 

Giving, maketh a blessed man. 

When a man gets rich—God gets a partner, 
or the man loses his soul! 

The Kingdom of God can never be estab- 
lished by raising money. But it can never 
be extended without raising money. 

Is the man who robs God any better than 
the man who robs a bank? 

Is the man who steals from God any better 
than the man who steals from his fellow 
man? 


—C. K. Gentry. 
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Of the Native Church 


In Congo, one often sees much in contrasts. 
For instance: It is the hour of the regular 
Thursday p.m. prayer meeting for the Af- 
ricans on and about the mission concession. 
After the reading of a scripture passage and 
a brief commentary by the person in charge, 
the group goes to prayer. In Congo, there 
is no lost time in prayer meeting. The Af- 
ricans are quick to be on their feet; brisk 
in their manner; earnest in their attitude; 
direct in their approach and above all, prac- 
tical in their praise and requests. Frequent- 
ly someone somewhere in the chapel softly 
starts a chorus or verse of a hymn and im- 
mediately there is a swell of music as others 
quickly. join. As the last of the verse or 
chorus fades away, there is another who 
quickly lifts his voice in prayer: 

Gradually we are becoming aware of a 
foreign sound. From the distance there is 


coming the dull, muffled, rhythmic throb of: 


of Congo drum. Tonight the moon will be 
nearly full and already in a near by village, 
an African has brought out his. drum and is 
beginning to advertise to all those interest- 
ed that this evening there will be a dance in 
the village. As we continue to listen, we 
become increasingly aware that we are hear- 
ing an eloquent two fold justification of the 
cause of foreign missions. On the one hand, 
the sound of born-again Congo Christians 
“talking” with their Father; on the other 
hand, that muffled, rhythmic, strangely com- 
pelling call of an ancient and heathen way 
of life. One the one hand, an evidence of 
God’s blessing on the efforts of past years; 
on the other, an evidence of the gigantic 
task which yet remains to be undertaken. 
On the one hand redeemed souls exercising 
the privilege of the redeemed; on the other, 
the unredeemed beckoning others to come 
and join them in their fruitless blinded 
search for something satisying and durable 
in life. It is a contrast, isn’t it!! 


Wayside G limpses 


By Rev. James Bertsche— —___—- 


But now, the period of prayer is nearly 
terminated. And as a very fitting conclusion 
to the service, the group joins in lifting that 
old hymn of challenge, “All Hail the Power 
of Jesus Name, Let Angels Prostrate Fall.” 
The group warms to the beauty of the hymn 
and as the last triumphal phrase is reached 
—“‘And crown Him Lord of all’—the vol- 
ume has swelled to the point where one can 
hear nothing else. . . .God grant that this 
may be symbolic of the Congo of tomorrow. 
Of Native Life 


Up the path to the mission there is hurry- 
ing a little group of Africans. Two men in 
the group are bearing a sturdy bamboo pole 
between them from which is slung a third 
African bound in a blanket. Their objective 
is the station hospital for their companion 
in the blanket is seriously wounded. This is 
their story: The night before in a village 
some 60 kilometers (35 miles) distant, there 
had been a fight. There was a group of 
Africans around a village camp fire; there 
was some native wine and there was an 
argument over a woman. Two men were 
claiming the same wife. Tempers gradually 
mounted as accusations and counter-accusa- 
tions were hurled back and forth across the 
smoky fire. Suddenly, in a burst of hatred, 
a knife flashed one—twice, and two men lay 
beside the camp fire with deep abdominal 
wounds. Friends rushed up, surveyed the 
scene and prepared to start out through the 
night to bring their comrades to the white 
man. One group started out for the state 
post; the other began its trek toward the 
mission. 


With a wad of dirt, grass and leaves bound 
on the slashed abdomen to prevent the in- 
testines from protuding, the stricken man 
began his jouncing, jarring journey in his 
blanket hammock. 


At the station, the medical missionaries 
do everything possible, but by late afternoon 
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of the following day, he had slipped into the 
next world without having responded either 
to medical treatment or the efforts of the 
African evangelist. 


It is only a matter of moments and the 
little band of friends outside realizes what 
has happened. Immediately they begin their 
weird chant of mourning and death. There 
is something about such a chant which is 
indescribable. One must see the facial ex- 
pressions; the gestures of arms; the attitudes 
of body. One must hear the wails which 
contain mingled notes of desolation, bitter- 
ness, sorrow and above all—hopelessness. 


Quickly the body is wrapped a second 
time in the blanket and once again slung 
from the bamboo pole. Slowly the group 
moves across the station toward the path 
they had travelled only yesterday. The wid- 
ow is walking beside the hammock shrilly 
wailing. Frequently, she throws herself 
prostrate in the dust of the path where she 
rolls and writhes, giving expression to her 
hopeless frame of mind and the emptiness 
of her soul. 


Gradually the group leaves the station. In 
another half hour, night will have fallen. 
Off to the West, in which direction lies their 
village, great banks of black clouds are 
gathering. There is every likelihood that 
it will be a rainy, stormy night. But, they 
dare not stop along the way for they must 
be at their village early on the morrow in 
order to bury their dead one. For a long in- 
stant we can yet faintly hear their death 
wails, and then they are gone, their path 
taking them into the bush and into the gath- 
ering darkness. 


Of Missionary Life 


Possibly you have been tempted already 
to think something like this: “Keeping 
house on a mission station must be a “snap” 
what with a cook, a wash jack and a table 
boy to do all your work for you. However, 
before you decide to come to Congo simply 
to acquire African house help,. ponder this 
little incident: One morning there came to 
our door a young chap with a nice cat fish 
that he had caught in a small stream near 
the station. Since we are fond of fish, we 
very soon agreed on a price. We left the fish 
in the kitchen with instructions that the 
cook clean and fry it for dinner. 


Upon returning from the morning activi- 
ties, the odors of fresh fried fish were plain-- 
ly to be detected. All was going well. Soon 
after, we were seated at the table and were: 
waiting for our table boy to bring the hot 
dishes. Suddenly, from the direction of the’ 
kitchen, we heard the sound of breaking, 
glass. After a few moments of dead silence, 
there was the sound of a small, quavering 
voice inviting the missionary to “come and! 
see’”!! Mustering patience and preparing for 
the worst, we went out to the kitchen. There 
in the middle of the dusty floor (you see the: 
combination of find sand and bare feet is not. 
very conducive to that “Glo-coat look’’) lay’ 
a mixture of shattered pyrex and cat fish. 
Off to the side, with hot pad still in hand, 
stood our table boy surveying the scene with: 
down cast eye and somewhat apprehensive 
expression! “It slipped’ was his only com- 
ment, and indeed, even that much explana- 
tion was quite unnecessary! After handing 
him the dust pan and broom, we made our 
way back to the table consoling ourselves- 
with the thought that we might have gotten 
a bone stuck in our throat anyway! 


Of This and That 


Congo seasons, aS you undoubtedly know.,. 
are not divided into cold and hot seasons, 
but rather into dry and rainy ones. You are 
now experiencing spring and looking for- 
ward to the summer season. We, here in the 
CIM area of Congo, are for that reason en-- 
tering the dry season. Tropical rains center 
generally in the greas of the vertical rays 
of the sun. Therefore, when the sun swings: 
northward in its yearly orbit thus melting 
your winter snows and bringing you the 
welcome spring time, it leaves us to the 
south of it’s vertical, rain producing rays. 
Thus, now that you are going into the 
months of spring, we here are entering our 
dry season. 


But toward fall, when your days get 
shorter and there is that nippy feeling in 
the air, you will know that the sun is swing- 
ing back toward the south again and there- 
fore bringing us our first rains of another 
wet season. Roughly, then, one can say that. 
we have our dry season while you have your 
warmest weather, and we have our rainy 
season while you have your coldest weather. 


Mukedi is the nearest to America of all 


our stations, i.e. it is the furthest West of 
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our Congo stations. It is located approxi- . 


mately 5.45 degrees south of the equator; it 
is about the same distance inland from the 
ocean port of Matadi that Chicago is inland 
from New York City. The elevation is ap- 
proximately 1,000 feet. 


NEWS FROM VACATION SPOT 
Lac Madimape 
Dear Friends, 
I wish you could have gone with us to 
church last Sunday. We left the house 
about 7 am. That is a bit early but you 


must go early if you want a congregation at. 


this Basilele village near our lake rest home. 
If you wait to go at your convenience they 
will have gone to their fields or to the forest 
to hunt. 

We drove up to the village and walked up 
a short path to the village proper. At the 
entrance there was a group of men sitting 
near a fire to keep warm while they worked 
‘on some kind of palm branches which they 
sew together by hand and use the finished 
product to make the roofs and walls of their 
houses. They continued their work but 
yeturned our greeting in their slow friendly 
‘way. When one of our group inquired as to 
whether they didn’t think it was a good idea 
to stop their work and come to the service, 
one replied that they were going to the 
Catholic service across the way. One of his 
‘comrades who evidently thought we were 
insulted replied that he was fooling us and 
‘that they were coming. 


The native who is stationed near the vil- 
lage to give out medicine and to hold serv- 
ices, with his helper went around the vil- 
lage summoning the people to come. A lit- 


‘tle farther on we saw three native-made- 


folding chairs in a row. They had antici- 
‘pated our coming but evidently had not ex- 
pected the four of us. We saw a native 
emerge from one of the little huts with an- 
other chair. So the four of us had seats of 
honor right in a row. 


Slowly the people began to gather. A few 
of the more influential came with a low 
stool. Some sat on logs near the fire, others 
‘had to sit on the cold ground, but all hud- 
dled as near to the fire as possible. The 
chief dressed in an olive green coat and a 
dirty muslin skirt made his dramatic late 
entrance just as the medical boy was ready 
‘to start the first song. He brought his chair 
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with him, seated himself and took in the 
service with deep attention. The previous 
week the missionaries got there a bit early 
and he was still up in the palm tree getting 
some palm wine. He wasn’t in the least 
embarrassed at being caught in this way. He 
finished doing what he had gone up to do, 
brought some palm wine down for his little 
girl, and later joined them in the service. 


But this day not a woman showed up in 
the service only we four missionaries there 
in a_row and the outstation teacher’s wife 
with her four children on a native bed that 
was used for a bench on this occasion. Some- 
times they at least come near and take in a 
little of the service from behind the palm 
trees. Evidently this morning was too chilly. 
The fires in their little huts were more in- 
viting than the singing and the words of 
the outstation teacher who brought them a 
good message on the text taken from the 
story of the contrast of the house built on 
the sand against the one built on the rocks. 
He admonished them to build on the rock, 
Christ Jesus, if their house was to stand. 


When the service ended we walked about 
the village to greet those who had not come 
to the service. There was a very old woman 
in one of these houses. The natives claim 
she is all of a thousand years old, but we of 
course have our doubts. But anyway she 
must be near eternity. She speaks a differ- 
ent language than the one we have learned. 
Frieda tried to tell her of the Way through 
an interpreter. What she was able to grasp 
was hard to tell. When we do our best we 
must leave the rest to the Holy Spirit who 
guides into all truth. 


In the center of the village is a bush which 
is their sacred tree. The real significance 
of it I do not know but when Aganetha pull- 
ed a leaf from it the other Sunday she was 
informed that she had committed a rather 
serious offense. She returned the leaf and 
they put it back on as best they could. 


We returned then to the main road and 
went up a bit farther to another village. This 
was another tribe with customs absolutely 
different from the previous group. The 
Catholic teacher had already started his serv- 
ice. Their chanting continued until our 
service was over, so there were quite a few 
occupied the entire time. However, the chief 
was there. He was the first at the service. 
He called for the others to come and about 
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thirty-five responded. We proceeded much 
as we had at the other place. But Satai is 
busy the world over. Before we had a 
chance to get away the drums started up for 
the dancing. Frieda had an interesting lit- 
tle gadget with which she explained the 
way of salvation. She showed it to the 
chief and others of course listened. Then 
once more on the way out she showed it to 
some children. These then heard the gos- 
pel message even though they were in an- 
other service during our service. 


How much fruit these testimonies will bear 
is yet to be seen. But the seed is sown. “He 
that soweth sparingly, shall reap sparingly 

. .’ We returned to our cottages here at 
Lake Madimape with a sense of Satisfaction 
on the one hand of a morning well spent, 
but yet we felt the need anew. Hearts must 


be changed. We cannot accomplish it but 


we can work in the Master’s vineyard. We 
cannot bring forth the fruit; that is the 
work of the Holy Spirit. But we can sow 
the seed. His word will not return void but 
will accomplish that for which it was sent. 
We covet your prayers in this task. 


Very sincerely, 
Lodema Short. 


NOTES OF PRAISE FROM MUTENA 


Psa. 91:11: “For he shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways.” 


We have often given praise to our heaven- 
ly Father for His watchful care over us and 
the Africans while clearing, felling of large 
trees, and building during the past two years 
at Mutena, that no serious accidents or loss 
of life was realized. 


This was realized again in a new way, 
April 28, about 3 p.m. School had started 
as usual at 1:30. I went to teach my first 
afternoon class. Instead of our regular 
study, I took the concordance and had class 
No. 5 find and read Scripture verses on faith, 
or faithfulness, about which we were study- 
ing. 

Then I went to my second class, class No. 
3. This time I chose Scripture verses about 
the Word of God, according to our study in 
that class. Our class period was finished, 
and the other classes were dismissed be- 
cause of a rain coming. Most of my class 
except about twenty, stayed to ask some 
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more questions. A few others came into the 
chapel to escape the rain. 

The rain and wind began to beat in at the 
east end of our large chapel, so they all 
came to the front, to the northwest corner.’ 
The wind blew harder. All at once we 
realized the chapel was going down. We 
had a side entrance to the front of the 
chapel, so we ran for our lives. 


Just as I got outside of the chapel, I was 
tripped by a large pole of a tree lying on 
the ground, which had been brought in to 
build another wing to the chapel. About 
the same time I fell, the chapel went down 
back of me. I got up and looked back to 
see the chapel flat, the end where just a 
few minutes before we were standing to get 
away from the rain. Several of the boys 
were breaking their way through the grass 
roof to freedom. Through the pouring rain 
the Africans and I ran to the home of Rev. 
Dick, to call him to come and see quickly if 
someone else was still under the chapel, or 
if someone might have been killed. 


They found one trapped under one of the 
rafters of the roof. They quickly released 
him, and he got up and ran to the village. 
Another had his arm broken, one had a bad 
bruise on his knee, while another was hurt 
on his back. 


There was a great excitement because 
some went to the village and reported that 
Mama Ditekemena (myself) and all the 
children were killed. 


Rev. Dick and Rev. Entz with the help of 
the Africans quickly checked up to make 
sure no one else was under the chapel, then 
Rev. Dick got ready to take the boy with the 
broken arm to Tshikapa. 


Had we not been able to run out, or been 
delayed a few minutes, we could not have 
escaped alive. One father who had come 
in for shelter crept under the pulpit and it 
held up the roof. He said, “The pulpit saved 
my life.” 

Surely God’s protecting hand was over us, 
and we praise our God who is able to pro- 
tect us and keep us. 


These people with their many fears and 
superstitions had many comments on the 
storm, and the falling of the chapel. 

As I fell I cut my leg. One woman told 
me that all these years at Kalamba nothing 


(Continued On page 22) 
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MUKEDI NEWS 


Greetings to all our dear friends in the 
homeland. We trust that you are having 
many joys and blessings in this new year. 


At our station meeting the other night I 
was asked to write to the Congo. Messenger 
for Mukedi Station—so—there is no time like 
the present to begin. This column will be 
written from the pen of a newcomer to the 
work (and a plenty green one at that), but 
we shall try to relay to you some of the 
brighter sunbeams and the heavier shadows 
of the Mukedi work. 


First of all, have you ever been to Mu- 
kedi? In all probability you have not so let 
us take you there quickly in order that you 
may have a picture of the station as a 
whole for later reference. Coming in from 
Kikwit by car you will find yourself nearing 
Mukedi station. From one point which is a 
rather high place in the road quite a distance 
away, you can look across a great ravine 
and see the buildings of Mukedi station. The 
road leading to the station is a plain dirt 
road, not too wide and full of small streams. 
These streams are crossed on typical Congo 
bridges which consist of a few poles laid 
from bank to bank, topped by flat planks 
on which to drive. You drive on and hold 
your breath until you drive off. Our first 
trip to Mukedi in the 3 ton mission truck 
enabled us to get a fair knowledge of Congo 
roads. 


After some time we were thrilled to find a 
wide place in the road which contained a 
round, white sign on which was written 
“Mukedi Station.” We turned left off the 
main road onto a lovely wide sandy drive 
which wound its way through a native vil- 
lage. Suddenly we found ourselves in front 
of the Schwartz home which is the first 
house on the mission. Following along the 
drive we came to Vernon Sprunger’s home, 
the Remple’s, Agnes Sprunger’s, the two 
guest houses and finally clear on the other 
end we came to the hospital buildings. In 
back of the outer drive which runs along the 
edge of the ravine and behind the main row 
of missionary homes are found the church, 
the chapel, Agnes Lutke’s home and the gar- 
age. Then still farther back behind the 
church buildings are found the school build- 
ings, the carpenter shop and our gardens. 
Still beyond this are more native dwellings. 





The station is fortunate to have so many 
palm trees on it which adds a great deal to 
its beauty. When there are free minutes to 
sit on the veranda it is lovely to look out 
over the great ravine to the range of hills on 
the other side. The ravine is to our west and 
the sunsets we have here are truly gorgeous. 
The never ending stream of natives, winding 
their way up the village ‘path to the mission, 
remind us constantly of the work we are 
here to do. 

Now that we have brought you to Mukedi 
let us tell you a bit about ourselves. When 
we are all together we are 11 adults and 8 
children on the station. I’m sure you have 
heard by now that little Betty Jeam Rempel 
came to help her Daddy with the building 
program on last December 14th. We enjoyed 
having Charles and Wilmer Sprunger with 
us for a few days after Conference. They 
have now gone back to Lubondai and their 
little sister Jeanette is looking forward to 
going there to school next year. We miss our 
co-worker, Erma Birkey and trust that she 
is having a restful and blessed furlough in 
the states. You can see by this article that 
the Bertsches arrived here safely on October 
11th and have already been put to work. The 
guest house next to the one in which the 
Bertsches live was occupied by Mrs. Dick, 
Lodema Short and Lois Slagel for several 
weeks after Conference. Lois had an appen- 
dectomy, Mrs. Dick presented her husband 
with a fine, bouncing, baby boy and Lois 
came to help with the medical work. Al- 
though: we enjoyed having them here very 
much we know that they are happy to once 
again'be home and into the Mutena work. 

Last night a few of us had the privilege of 
going to a nearby village on our bikes to at- 
tend a moon light service. We are in the 
habit of having 3 such services each month. 
What a thrill to see the natives come out of 
their huts at the beginning of the first song 
and to see them grouped together there in 


the African setting of native huts and palm’ 


trees shimmering in the moon light. 

Some of the natives sit, some stand while 
the children often lie right on the ground. 
but all are waiting to hear the Gospel story. 
What a still greater thrill to see African 
mothers and fathers coming forward after 
the service—desiring to have their hearts 
made right with God. As we left the serv- 
ice, small children ran along beside our bikes 
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‘until we were out of the village. They were 
showing their delight that the white mis- 
sionary had come to visit them. A little far- 
ther on—not too far from the station we 
could hear the beat of the drum—and the 
weird cries of the natives in a typical heath- 
en native dance. Yes, there is much work 
to be done here, our task is far from fin- 
ished. Won’t you pray for us daily that we 
might be used more effectively in winning 
these dear Bapendi people to the Lord and 
won’t you pray for them also that they might 
see the light and feel their need to know our 
Saviour? 
In His glad service, 
Genny Bertsche, 


Mukedi Correspondent. 


LISTEN, CHRISTIAN STEWARD 


Money given in life affords the donor the 
joy of seeing it work for God while he is 
still living. 

Money given in life merits a greater re- 
ward in heaven than that willed to be used 
after death. . 


Therefore let your money work for God 
while you are still living. 

But at the same time let your last will 
and testament also reflect your love for 
God and your sense of Christian steward- 
ship. 

Riches used or bequeathed in the wrong 
way may be the means of sinking souls into 
a never-ending hell.—Selected. 


Which Way Are 


"Twas a sheep not a lamb, that strayed 
away, 
In the parable Jesus told; 
A grown-up sheep, that had gone astray, 
From the ninety and nine in the fold. 


Out on the hillside, out in the cold, 
"Twas a sheep that good Shepherd sought, 
And back to the flock, safe into the fold, 
*"Twas a sheep the good shepherd brought. 


And why for the sheep should we earnestly 
long, 
And as earnestly hope and pray? 
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ONWARD WITH CHRIST 
Fanny A. Schmallenberger 


For over thirty-eight years we have gone 
forward with Christ in our Congo field. As 
we look back over these years by reading 
the history of our work we marvel at what 
God has done for us. 

During my own short term of service in 
the Congo I have seen real progress in our 
Mission. The Lord has blest us wonderfully 
and to Him be ALL the Glory. 

As in every enterprise, progress envolves 
a price. We have not gone forward with 
Christ in the Congo without having paid for 
doing so. Some of our missionaries have 
laid down their lives, others have given their 


bodies as living sacrifices, many of you in 


the Homeland have given liberally of your 
means and a goodly number of you have 
prevailed in prayer. 

As a result we have thousands of African 
church members who know and love the 
Lord. We have thousands of Christian 
professors awaiting baptism. : 

We have also a fine group of church lead- 
ers including assistant pastors, deacons, 
teacher-evangelists, school tachers, S. S. 
workers, choristers, and other capable help- 
ers. Because of their efforts, and ours, many 
lives are being touched and reached for 
Christ. 

We have thousands of boys and girls and 
young people in our C. I. M. schools. These 
precious lives are being taught the Word of 
God and other necessary subjects. 

We are reaching thousands of sick bodies 


You Leading? 
Because there is danger if they go wrong, 
They will lead the lambs astray. 


For the lambs will follow the sheep you 
know, 
Wherever the sheep may stray; 
When the sheep go wrong it will not be long 
Till the lambs are as wrong as they. 


And so with the sheep we earnestly plead, 
For the sake of the lambs today; 
If the lambs are lost what a terrible cost, 
Some sheep will have to pay! 
—Anon, 
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and sin-sick souls for Christ through our 
medical staff. 41d 

What about the price we have paid for 
progress? Has it been too high? Has it 
cost us too much? No, indeed not! Isn't 
one soul worth much more than the entire 
world? 

We have gone forward with Christ. 
we must go ONWARD with Him. 

At the present time we are facing the 
greatest challenges in the history of the 
C. I. M. What are we going to do with 
them? We-have the answer. What is it? 
Are we willing to CONTINUE to pay the 
price for progress? 

ONWARD WITH CHRIST in the new 
educational challenge! We need Christian 
school teachers, we need means and better 
facilities. We MUST supply the spiritual 
and educational demands of the thousands 
in our station and out-station schools. Un- 
der the Christian teaching and influence of 
our Mission these students have a fine op- 
portunity of becoming good church mem- 
bers and useful Congo citizens. They are 
part of the church and Congo of today but 
they will be THE CHURCH and THE CONGO 
of tomorrow. What a blessed privilege, as 
well as a grave responsibility, is ours to 
teach and to train the future church and 
civic leaders of a great country! 


ONWARD WITH CHRIST in the new 
Banga challenge! We need _ missionaries, 
means and facilities to meet the great chal- 
lenge of building a new station among the 
Bashilele. For many years these people 
have been hostile to the Government and 
the Mission. Now they have invited us to 
come and live among them. Again God has 
manifested His power in hearing and an- 
swering our prayers. | 


ONWARD WITH CHRIST in the new 
Tshikapa Challenge! We need help in the 
form of personalities, means and facilities in 
order to meet this real challenge. 


Now 


For years we have prayed that the door 
of Tshikapa might be opened to the build- 
ing of a mission station. It never opened. 
Now, after months of waiting and praying, 
the concession has been granted and we are 
praising God for what He is going to do in 
that place. At last the door has opened 
and we are entering in to possess the land. 
We are praying that this station might be 


May-June 


a real lighthouse for God in the entire sur- 


rounding area. 


As we have paid the price to go FOR- 
WARD with Christ in the Congo so we 
must pay the price to go ONWARD with 
Him. 

We cannot successfully meet the three 
new challenges for 1950 in our Congo field 
unless we ALL pay the price that God de- 
mands of us. 

Let us give ourselves to praying, giving 
and going on, as never before and always 
keep in mind that to progress is to pay. 

Does it cost too much? Didn’t Christ die 
for the Congo? Didn’t He die for us? What if 
He had not paid, the price? 

Onward with Christ until every man, 
woman and child in our territory shall hear 


that Jesus is the only Saviour from sin and ~ 


the only Hope for.the future. 


NOTES OF PRAISE FROM MUTENA 
(Continued from page 19) 


had happened to me, now here at Mutena 
among this tribe, this had happened to me. 


I told her it was only a hard wind, and the © 


posts on the chapel were ant eaten, also it 
was large and the wind got under it. I 
told her we have great reason to thank our 
God that no one was killed, and that he 
took care of us. The children that were 
hurt were from outside tribes, and they 
questioned why that was so. We pray that 
this incident may not hinder our work, but 
that they may see God’s care, and praise 
Him for it. Many of the Christians say that. 
only God did care for us. 


The thought came to me, ‘Who was pray- 
ing just then, about 9 a.m., April 28, in the 
homeland for God’s care over us?” Psa. 
91:15: “He shall call upon me, and I will 
answer him; I wil be with him in trouble; 
I will deliver him and honour him.” 


Mabel Sauder. 


A student in a certain university enjoyed | 


a great influence for good over the student 
body. The president called him into his 
office and asked him, “Harry, why is it you 
can have such a Christian influence over this 
entire school? I would give the world if I 
could have that influence.” The student re- 
plied, “Well, that is what it cost me.” 


—Texas Baptist Voice. 


| 
| 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 


Receipts. for months of February and 
March, 1950, from Central, E. M. C., E. M. B., 
and General Mennonite Conferences. 





Central 
Missionary allowances ............2-0...:-.0 $ 599.34 
Pave CCTISLLC Oi eto hisssecccahe canteen ee as 70.00 
Re ORES) ON ae Sie eee, eee ai, 2 eG tah cen 700.00 
‘Se: Leer sya en 2 a RN oA 246.00 
Toward shipping bandages .................. 150.00 
Pe) SRT AL alae DR ies hee ene 2 ee. eee 1711.59 
Special 
Missionary dwelling—Tshikapa ...... 550.00 
To Dr. Merle H. Schwartz................ 2130 
School for Carolyn Schnell................ 450.00 
S. S. Supplies for Charlesville........ 128.70 
“1 8GS 42 Deal Gott og) le Dongs, 8. Seen nee $4816.99 
E. M. C. 
RC tea Ona wee ee eee te aN $ 10.00 
Rete ale pet eee mer ste oe MON ee fen da IS od 1275.90 
URES OE een he AS Eh are Se eae ee ea ne 100.00 
Education to missionaries...................... 163.2 
Missionary Retirement Fund................ 50.00 
BELOUUIL O wae er ee Tet FL. estas 76.00 
Special 
Sent to Glenn Rocke................000000....:. 120.00 
Missionary dwelling—Tshikapa ...... 1117.16 
Mim NADELESAUCER” 2... cciu cela cenetcn ses 5.00 
Dominican Republic 
Mcrae ESATA Perabo sack eee LN See te ee 1333.33 
Ota aeNG., cis J otal, $4249.69 
E. M. B. 
Missionary allowances ................2.....-..- $ 708.84 
RE CAUIN OP IIOP C Gee ae oe. arses 503.50 
PELQUEPELTIC ON Pot CIENTS es ediy a ise eee seca te eabeet 85.50 
Special 
To Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Entz........ 25.00 
Total) Eee Me Baek ET AEN ire). ~ $1322.84 
General Mennonite Conference 
Missionary allowances .....................--..-- $1978.18 
Operating WudgeL. <ge eeee e.8 1162.50 
Tnsurdnce premiums, 2.5: 8 ake. 370.32 
PVC LIST LCM oe Ghent Me be PR Up ek sc 98.00 
JEUNE TS VR GPE 1 icv Bes Get, De de mee ea Oe ee ER 613.35 
PSEISPViCs GL OLIO a ee ee eek etal Seen 1.00 
WUE: Eo Bee, Sa ee ES ee nee Oe Bc 778.00 
Toward shipping bandages.................... 37.06 
Special 
Banga Station (Bashilele) —.............. 613.52 
Missionary dwelling—Nyanga ........ 1585.04 
Missionary dwelling—Nyanga ........ 50.00 
To be sent to Rev. Frank J. Enns.. 300.00 





OL Oe ny ee $7586.97 


Total General 

Other than Central, E.M.C., E.M.B., 
and General Mennonite Conference 
Missionary allowances ..............0..2.00..... $ 272.92" 
Pe POMOC al Baraca’ ate seo ene 2.50 
fev anweliserene: -.2e7 ee Se ee a 97.79: 
CreNG ra eere te ase eee ee 2.50 
Education to missionaries ...................... 103.76 
Special 

Spectitemeritt),Pundc:....2c)...2e 962.55 

Topher. Az. 1 O6CWS. ae... 2 eee 165.00 

To Miss Kornelia Unrau............000.0....: 525.00 


To Rev. and Mrs. Russel Van Vleet 10.00: 

Total other than Central, E. M. C., 

E. M. B., and General 

Metinonite: Conferences, ai. )......2.-.. $2142.02 
ae As ROCHE Sak eee ee $20,118.52 


A BURNING APPEAL 


“Not called!” did you say? “Not heard the: 
call,” I think you should say. He has been: 
calling loudly ever since He spoke your sins. 
forgiven—if you are forgiven at all—en- 
treating and beseeching you to be His am- 
bassador. 


Put your ear down to the Bible and hear: 
Him bid you go and pull poor sinners out. 
of the fire of sin. Put your ear down to: 
the burdened, agonized heart of humanity,. 
and listen to its pitiful wail for help. Go, 
stand by the gates of hell and hear the: 
damned entreat you to go to their fathers” 
house and bid their brothers and sisters and’ 
servants and masters not to come there. And 
then look the Christ in the face, whose: 
mercy you have professed to have received,. 
and whose words you have promised to obey, 
and tell Him whether you will join heart: 
and soul and body and circumstances in this: 
march to publish His mercy to the world. 


—William Booth 


THE WIDOW’S MITE 


Someone figured out that the widow’s mite: 
at compound interest would now amount to: 
$150,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,- 
000,000. | 

What about the dollar and a quarter you: 
have in your pocket now? Are you willing: 
to invest it in the work of the Lord? 











THE CONGO MEMORIAL BIBLE AND 
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FUND 


Holding forth the word of life.” 


Action of board April, 1949. 


A. That a memorial fund be created to provide the working 
capital of $10,000 asked for in item no. II of the field com- 
mittee minutes of March 14-15, 1949, for the printing and 
stocking of books, | 


B. That the fund shall be used as a revolving book fund, 
and that the capital shall not be reduced, except by per- 
mission of the board. 


C. That the field give the board an annual account of this 
fund. 


A special effort is being made to provide for this fund. 
GIVE YOUR MEMORIAL GIFT TO YOUR PASTOR OR 


SEND IT DIRECT TO 


C. E. REDIGER, Treasurer 
CONGO INLAND MISSION 
4612 S. Woodlawn 

Chicago 15, Illinois 
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THE CONGO INLAND MISSION 
A Co-operative Mission in the Belgian Congo 
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 

PRESIDENT—Mr. A. Neuenschwander - - - - - 
VICE-PRESIDENT—Rev. W. B. Weaver - - - - Danvers, Illinois 
RECORDING SECRETARY—Rev. R. L. Hartzler - Bloomington, Illinois | 
SECRETARY-TREASURER—Rev. C. E. Rediger, 4612 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago 15, I. 
Soard Members Conference Affiliation 


Grabill, Indiana 


Rev. Reuben Short, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - - - - 1952 
Mr. A. Neuenschwander, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - - - 1950 
Rev. N. J. Schmucker, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - - 1951 
Rev. C. E. Rediger, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - - - - 1950 
Rev. H. E. Bertsche, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - - ~ - 1952 
Rev. E. Rocke, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - ay 1951 
Mr. N. O. Hoover, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1951 
Rev. Geo. Gundy, Central Conference of Mennonites - A he - - 1952 
Rev. R. L. Hartzler, Central Conference of Mennonites ~ - - - 1952 
Rev. W. B. Weaver, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - 1950 
Mr. A. H. Schertz, Central Conference of Mennonites - - - - = 1950 
Rev. Allen Yoder, Central Conference of Mennonites - aah Pte - - 1951 
Rev. H. H. Dick, The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren - - - - 1951 
Rev. Howard G. Nyce, General Mennonite Conference 


Rev. A. E. Kreider, General Mennonite Conference - - - - - 1951 
Honorary Member ; 
Rev. A. Augspurger, Central Conference of Mennonites 





STATIONS AND MISSIONARIES 





Term i xpiration 





Charlesville 
Miss Frieda Guengerich 
Miss Anna V. Liechty 
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke 
Miss Aganetha Friesen 
Rev. and Mrs. Russell F. Schnell 
Miss Erma Beitler, R. N. 
Mutena 
Miss Fanny Schmallenberger 
Miss Mable Sauder 
Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick 
Miss Lodema Short 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Entz 
Nyanga 
Rev. and Mrs. Henry A. Toews 
Miss Anna H. Quiring 
Miss Selma Unruh 
Rev. Frank J. Enns 
Mrs. Frank J..Enns 
Miss Kornelia Unrau . 
Mukedi 
Dr. and Mrs. Merle Schwartz 
Rev. and Mrs. Vernon Sprunger 
Miss Agnes Sprunger 
Miss Agnes Lutke 
Miss Erma Birky 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Rempel 
Rev. and Mrs. James E. Bertsche 
Tshikapa 
Rev. A. D. Graber 
Banga 
Mr. Ernest Yoder 
Bruxelles. Belgium 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Bontrager 


Rev. and Mrs. John B. Jantzen 
Miss Tina Quiring 
c/o Bureau des Missions Protestantes 
5, Rue du Champ-De-Mars_ 
Bruxelles, Belgium 


On Furlough 
Mrs. Emma Moser 
Rev. and Mrs. Roy O. Yoder 
Rev. and Mrs. Geo. B. Neufeld 
Miss Lois Slagle, R. N. 

Retired 
Rev. and Mrs. John P. Barkman 

Recently Accepted 
Mr. and Mrs. Levi Keidel 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Wiebe 

Address of missiun and all missionaries ex- 
cept Mukedi Station and Mutena Station. 

Charlesville. Kasai District. Congo Belge. 
Africa. 

Cable address Conin. Charlevsille. Congo 
Belge. 

Mukedi Station Address: Mukedi, par Kik- 
wit, District, du Kwango, Congo Belge, 
Africa. 

Mutena, via Tshikapa, Kasai Dist., Con- 
go Belge, Africa. 
The above missionaries represent the fol- 

lowing religious bodies: 

General Mennonite Conference (18) 
Central Conference Mennonites (11) 
Evangelical Mennonite Conference (14) 
The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren (5) 
Missionary Church Association (1) 
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Minutes of the Annual Missionary Conference 
held at 
Mutena Station—December 12-14, 1949 


MISSIONARIES ON THE FIELD 


Charlesville Station: Mutena Station: 
Rev. and Mrs. R. F. Schnell 
Rev. and Mrs. R. O. Yoder 
Rev. and Mrs. G. I. Rocke 
Rev A. D. Graber 
Miss Aganetha Freisen 
Miss Freida Guengerich 
Miss Anna Liechty 
Miss Irma Beitler 


Rev. and Mrs. G. B. Neufeld 

Rev. and Mrs. E. J. Dick 

Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Entz 

Miss Mabel Sauder 

Miss Lois Slagle 

Miss Lodema Short 
Mukeai Station: 


ere Rev. and Mrs V. J. Sprunger 
iis popar te ™r, and Mrs. M. H. Schwartz 
eye id Mr u Se rosies Mr. and Mrs. L. Rempel 
Taye ae nd ie. Rev. and Mrs. J. E. Bertsche 
Miss Kornelia Unrau 
Miss Anna Quiring Miss Agnes Sprunger 
Miss Selma Unruh . Miss Agnes Lutke 
CONFERENCE OFFICERS: 
Conference: CSU exces ee aha eke mae Aedes oy Sil -ommngseaagt Rev. F. J. Enns 
Assist. Conference Chairman. <.eee denen retin ssi eve Ay Dy Graher 
Conference, SCCLOTALY ... Spee c.--c.c-- sen ee eden ete cnpatie sebiecnquebeceany Rev. V. J. Sprunger 
\ ° 
Legal Representative..........2.,------------- sroortneeeeteeceseseceneceencnseey Rev. V. J. Sprunger 
Assist. Legal Representative..........-..-... PL SAN Ros <a Ae a eee a Rev. R. O. Yoder 
“el Meal re Mater UR La Pelee eek oe ae aa Dee eee = <nope owe SAAC Te Lewes Rev. A. D. Graber 
Rev. V. J. Sprunger 
oe Atternste i. PvCetCouncillore ss eiokt oo ie hd: Best Ri Te: Rev. F. J. Enns 


mAh SLT TAT oes ote ee ooicas ssn tn hess rae aang oat omy bhi an snc pee tan caelptn ede Rev. R. O. Yoder 
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DECEMBER 12—8:30 A. M. 
The Conference was opened with an Inspirational message by Rev. E. J. Dick, from 
John 21:3-14. 
Special Music—Mutena Station 
Season of Prayer 
Roll call—32 missionaries present 
Reports of Mutena, Charlesville, Mukedi and Nyanga Stations read and approved. 
Voted: 
1. That the new missionaries be granted the privilege to vote. 
2. That Mrs. Bertsche edit the “Echoes of the Devotional Hour.” 
3. That the following serve as the Annual Letter and Statistical Committee: 
Miss Irma Beitler 
Mrs. L. Rempel 
Miss Agnes Lutke 
Mrs. Toews and Mrs. Sprunger were appointed to write greetings from the Conference 
to the individuals designated during the morning session. 
Prayer—Dr.. Schwartz—Adjournment, 


DECEMBER 12—2:00 P. M. 


Miss Kornelia Unrau gave us an Inspirational message from Heb. 12:2 

Special Music—Paul Toews 

Roll call—25 missionaries present. 

Minutes of the 1948 Annual Conference were read and approved. 

‘Minutes of the Field Committee meetings held during the year and also business done. 
by correspondence were read and approved. 


The following officers were elected by ballot for 1950: 


Conference: CNairmiaiiirn oes... cons ieeeat seca eae ne eee ate ea ee Rev. F. dy Enns 
Assistant ‘Conference Chairman... 22..3:2.. 4.4. ae Rev. A. D. Graber 
Conference: secretarya 2 ane..--:2 ieee eee eer Rev. V. J. Sprunger 
Station Chairmen: 

Charlesville 7Stationwye. 53)... Sc ee ee Rev. G. I. Rocke 
Nyanga: Station. snc pee ox. Aileen ee Rev. Fo J. Enns 
IVER 6d i< eStart ion a ieee gale ee Dr. M. H. Schwartz 
Mutena otehion nope cet--=; se aie cates eres eee ee Rev. E. J. Dick 
Tshikapa SStation. .. ou. tact oo eee eee Rev. A. D. Graber 
Committee Chairman: 
Bevan gelisticn c. 2.2 ac ee oe ee Rev. J. E. Bertsche 
Mducahonaltenc.. .t.. ei ees ee ei eee Rev. R. F. Schnell 
ricluistire lets a0. Gece eee ees 2 Sra ee PR Riu bins SOP 2 Sel Mr. LL. Rempel 

PAV ACUU TURAL ete enc ann che eres 2 oS 8 ee ee eRe E. J. Dick 
LAY Rere RKse2 RE. | 21.8 aaa eanys pe Senet CO Se etna AS IT tea Oe Dr. M. H. Schwartz 
Women's?and -Girls) WOUK) 4... ome ee co UH lies Mrs. M. H. Schwartz 
Literature ‘and: Censorship. ...2.)... 42a a See Miss Agnes. Sprunger 
Childrenis (Workin) sae ne 2 AS) coh: 3 ie ee ee Oe Miss Freida Geungerich 
Auditing (Committee wes 22s. bh eee cs Rev. F. J. Enns, Chairman 

Rev. J. E. Bertsche 
Congo Mission News Reportet...........002.-..000..- Rare ct Miss Lodema Short 
Alternate C. P. C. €ouncillor—3 year term........0.22..0.. Rev. F. J. Enns 


Prayer—Mrs. Rocke—Adjournment 


DECEMBER 13, 1949—8:30 A. M. 
Inspirational Message by Mr. L. Rempel 
Special Music by Rev. and Mrs. Bertsche 
Short Memorial service in memory of Mrs. L. Haigh 
Roll call—31 missionaries present 
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ee eee ee ee eee 
Voted: 
4. That the men taking care of the cars at the different stations serve as a commit- 
tee to divide the seats for the panel cars. 
5. That the Home Board send out Industrial men even for only one term of service, 
keeping in mind that one is needed at once. 
Prayer—Rev. H. A. Toews—Adjournment. 


DECEMBER 13, 1949-2 P. M. 
Inspirational Message by Rev. R. F. Schnell 
Special Music—Charlesville Quartet 
Roll call—31 missionaries present 
Voted: 

6. That V. J. Sprunger act as substitute missionary inspector of schools for both the 
C. I. M. and the A. P. C. M. if found possible to work this out with the State 
Educational Authorities, considering subsidy requirements for the Mukedi Schools. 

7. That the American Presbyterian Congo Mission be asked to ee care of our in- 
spection of schools beginning with 1951. 

8. That we envision the establishment of the following schools by 1958: 

Ecole Primaire: Tshikapa, Banga, Basongo 

Ecole Menagere; Periprimaire: at Nyanga 

Ecole—Atelier d’Apprentissage: at Mutena 
Prayer—Mrs. Bertsche—Adjournment. 


DECEMBER 13, 1949—7 P. M. 
Inspirational Message by Rev. S. Entz 
Special Music—Single Ladies 
Roll call—33 missionaries present 
Voted: ; 

9. That the Home Board keep constantly in mind the immediate needs of the field in 
personnel, as well as qualifications for same: namely 
Evangelistic men (any evangelistic men who could with an extra year of study 
also qualify es teachers holding state teaching certificates, be asked to do so. THIS 
IS IMPORTANT). 

Educational workers with State teaching certificates. 
Doctors. 
Industrial men—one of them should hold a certificate or diploma having completed 
a course of study in that field in order to be qualified to teach such a course to 
natives. (One term missionaries accepted.) 

10. That the two C. P. C. Councillors attend the annual C. P. C. meeting in February 
at Leopoldville. 

11. That each station chairman appoint one individual from their station to serve on a 

; committee to see that material gets to Bruxelles for Protestant Exhibition in the 
museum. 

12. That we stress the necessity, for new missionaries who shall in the futihe be sent 
to Belgium for a year’s study, of having a good background in the French before 
going. 

13. That an air letter be sent to Rev. Rediger with the paragraphs from Dr. Carpenter’s 
letter regarding money for part payment on Kipende hymnbooks. 

14. That Rev. Schnell be responsible for Lake Madimape property during the absence 
of the Mission Treasurer. 

15. That the Station Chairmen work out an interstation messenger service schedule. 

16. That the first Industrial man be sent to Banga station and that he be sent out in 
double quick time. Should the concession papers not be in, the builder will ‘stop 
at Charlesville to help with the building there and study the language. 

17. That an educational couple be sent to Charlesville to relieve the Schnell family 
for Banga Station. 
Prayer—Rev. Neufeld—Adjournment. 
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DECEMBER 14, 1949—8:30 A. M. 
Inspirational program given by the missionaries’ children with Mrs. Yoder in charge. 
Roll call—29 missionaries present. 
Voted: 

18. That Rev. Schnell correspond with the authorities of Central School at Lubondai 
giving them a picture of our needs for the next ten years. 

19. That the Secretary further contact the American Presbyterian Congo Mission in 
regards to participation with them in the Ecole de Moniteurs with the idea of 
getting more details. | 

20. That the Kwango District missions be contacted by the Secretary in regards to 
possible interest and active participation in an Ecole de Moniteurs. 

Prayer—Mrs. V. J. Sprunger—Adjournment. 

DECEMBER 14, 1949-2 P. M. 
Inspirational Message by Miss Irma Beitler 
Special Music—Miss Slagle and Rev. Neufeld 
Roll call—27 missionaries present. 
Voted: 

21. That we recommend to the Home Board that Rev. and Mrs. George Neufeld be 

sent to Belgium to meet requirements for agreation as educational workers. 
Prayer—Miss Guengerich—Adjournment. 


DECEMBER 14, 1949—7 P. M. 
Inspirational Message from Joshua 24 by Rev. J. E. Bertsche. 
Special Music—Miss Beitler, Rev. and Mrs. Bertsche. 
A short testimony meeting was held. 
Roll call—32 missionaries were present. 
Voted: 
22. That we accept the recommendations of the Medical and Furlough Commmittee 
23. That we accept the recommendations of the Evangelistic Committee 
24. That we accept the recommendations of the Educational Committee 
25. That we accept the recommendations of the Industrial Committee. 
26. That we accept the recommendations of the Finance Committee. 
27. That we accept the recommendations of the Women’s and Girls’ Work Committee. 
28. That we accept the recommendations of the Literature and Censorship Committee 
29. That we accept the Annual Letter. 
30. That we accept the Letters of greeting from this Conference as written. 
Sl. That we accept the invitation by Nyanga Station for the next Annual Conference 
to be held from Dec. 6-13, 1950. 
32. That we give the Mutena Station Staff a rising vote of thanks. 
33. That this Conference be adjourned. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
MEDICAL AND FURLOUGH. COMMITTEE 


We, the Medical and Furlough Committee submit the following for consideration by 
the Home Board: 


1. That the following furloughs are due on dates given: 


EHO ON Mik i le) gh Lead Rips ae) mene: Sale asl Sele 6 Snel AAR os tox March 1951 
Miss Freida Guengerich.......... psa: 5b FoliUL TS maps PN MORE Pe Mee 2) Bema oR oN! 
GR “Rocke Lari y oe ee ie cn ee ee geet ok June 1951 
Wiss" Anna: Lice ty pets cues ceca se eae ee eer Near eet May 1951 
IVUISS" KARNES TIUTK Gen 2-25.25. vgs nec ee re See May 1951 
Miss selina Uni ri ceeence e cs ee ame eit mente Nie pees ee May 1951 
Miss "“Lodema ‘Short.c ese ct cco een eee em ee) ey ae April 1952 


EVANGELISTIC COMMITTEE 
We, the Evangelistic Committee submit the following recommendations: 
1. In view of the growing agitation among our African leadership for fuller recognition, 
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2. 


Li 


2. 


and feeling that our assistant pastors need some further specific instruction along 
the lines of pastoral duties and ethics, we, the Evangelistic Committee suggest to 
the Conference body that there be given during the first half of the conference 
year an intensive four-week study course for all assistant pastors and such as may 
be deemed eligible by the local stations. 


Therefore we recommend: 
a. That this year’s course of study be given at Charlesville from March 14 to April 


11, 1950. 


b. That Rev. Graber be in charge of this year’s training course. 
ec. That the evangelistic departments of the various stations provide twenty francs 


per week for rations for each man from their station attending this course of 
study. 


d. We further suggest that those having demonstrated thereafter a renewed devo- 


tion and zeal in their pastoral duties should be considered eligible for the con- 
ferring of full title of pastor at a subsequent conference. 
That the native conference be lengthened one day by beginning on a Wednesday 
evening. 


EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE, 


We, the Educational committee, submit the following recommendations: 


The students of the school—Cours de Liaison—be supplied with two outfits of 
clothes per year. 

That giving rations and clothing to Cours d’Apprentissage Pedagogique students be 
optional. 

That we print grade cards and office record file cards for our schools—Cours 
d’Apprentissage Pedagogique. 


a. That we provide only one space for a final grade on the grade cards. 
b. That we provide spaces for four examination grades and one final grade Ma 


year on the file cards. 


INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE 


We, the Industrial Committee, submit the following recommendations: 


That Charlesville be permitted to alter the small room behind the choir loft in the 
church to arrange for a missionaries’ meeting place and schoolroom for mission- 
aries’ children. 

That Mukedi station be permitted to alter the Rempel dwelling to arrange for a 
study and office room. 


FINANCE COMMMITTEE 


We, the Finance Committee, submit the following recommendations: 





1. That the $1000 for Lake Madimape be sent to the field with the next budget. 
2. That the board rates for Field Committee meetings and for the Auditing Commit- 
tee be the same as Conference Board rates, namely one dollar per day. 
3. That we accept the askings for 1951 and other special askings herewith included. 
Askings for Charlesville station for 1951: 
MP eee ELITIOCT ALAN) ATIC.” SHLAT ICI eo racce pea este seen enter nec cre ae cepa ne saccade fanevert ataca ch $1000 
ho LEE TOs) EUIPNS COS Fave  UxeYol Ec poirit UMS WBDREL op Joe Sele deta al SOP RE 0 $1000. 
STARE ES RSS 08 ed eae nee Sai Y CPRMREDRUDE c(i) Ses Sa ERPs EA a IA AR 220 1220 
Station Expenses: 
EIU Re Ng le 2) oN hae ROE yd 8 8 Wg ry aia aM He) 6 aa ME SR 9 APA eR LH 380 
Birra oe Ce ENA CACC ISG ST CEL a aa ec co coe, tom angel cat ee ee ore cae ose eos Pisagt nee tos aaererpnicsea sonra 1000 1380 
VRE) a Ley cena A ke Rea ae 2) REE Seal ere el ASS Lett 2 Jes Vas AO $3600 
Medical askings for 1951: 
Nyanga Station—Medical) e068 oe A A Wie. ahha: 5 ata .......-$1000 
LCT RCC eR Ds 0 ie Sere, i”). Sher a ie aa Dh ARR ace inka k soa CN cc RR OM OE AS 2. 100 $1100 
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1 BOL ) Sneek’ MM oe RR «Sls aM fh A Ge 5 Roa nh Sad et melee Aer ad 100 $1100 
Charlesville pe ee Be 1 at eae ier a2 Ly coll te nt ce oe 1600.00 
Weil se Oe ee ee To TO0s ed 700) | 
Total’, Medical’ Askings. 12S 0s eee cages ee ee ee ee cs ea $3900 
Mutena Station askings for 1951: ’ 
Agviculturalss To@ism satarics mete... ST eee ce coe foresees eee cote aan eee eee ee ee $ 300 
Educational; ' 
Teachers) Salaries et) =e: 2-0. Seee eaters ie ses cr cne eee eect fe cna $300 
Grirls’- “ClOUhiin g Otis es octet cy hoa nn setae tne aS orcer rate ears ree tae eee mae eee 300 
Girls®  TaWons Waee ee sone bate te: fe penile dm So taie as ae ceer nie: eat mt 2 122 
School supplies .............. i ake cee RK! tk NMR? Meme mere USERS I . 200 
39. Outstation Schogls ss a Wi Ae i at tk Bar eal NE PI 5a 78 1000 
Bivangelistic: “Itimeratinig.~ savarics, "eves eee ccc sto esro etree eek ine nee ee 800 
industrial:= Buildings; Steols, ere... eee ne aig aii tel mewn is pede cepbad Bet es) cet 1300 
station expensesy Waxes; WOOOMEN, “SEUGL lec. ote ears ene cee spec eee eee $150 
ban dscaping.. 2 uy. eer os eee Renta airy enter. ejects None st emesis, ee 50 200 
Total * <askings .: 37 . 304 She tek eee re ee er $3600 
Nyanga Station askings for 1951: 
Apriculture:. Tools amd” pay ccxc- pe Secon esac osccet ance eae Se eee $ 150 
Educational: “Clot bing. a. ee i eee Meee GU eee ee mndeease eT $780 
school: ‘Supplies. i exit2e sels ee ence, ae oc, a ae a yl ae ee ee a 200 
PenChCLSny Da Vase sue ey eee ee ee) re rere SNe he YE ee oe 300 
RRAtLONS WELCS ox ete Si ee OAT Sen eee ee 200 
E35) | Outstation: cc. napce Bae ce Sa. ona a eet ee ae ee 270 1750 
Evangelistic: «Itineratingy. may, wetC.s ccc tees cee ee 700 
MN Gusiviol + OREDANG | \ii-4 ee Ee 2 ea Remirne ae. Serge. ee, We oS $400 
POO IS RA CGC i. 2. Mee coon a ee neve sc achat ein, Ce acy mule: Loh Ie ital, At a Roe ee 600 1000 
Total “asking: ' 1. 3...-0e RL. ee ee $3600 
Special askings for Nyanga Station: 
Roofs for’) girls’ dhouses *ate$200:...c. 2) See ee ee) eee $ 600 
Roofs?for/4 school housesiat $500.2. 23.5.2 see ee ee ee 2000 
TotalsSpecial | ASKIN GS | sees ick scce ces 5h. eee ces ees a le prec cee ge $2600 
Tshikapa Station askings for 1951: 
Evangelistic: Atineratin gy... 2S, ...4 PRE EE PARR Sc rer nie ee, $ 900 
Educational: Salaries, school supplies, temporary Roe 
agricultural “tools, trees). S@C0S.....-ccs.22ie. see eet ees ee cae cg 750 
Station. Expenses: Vaxes,, woodmen, road <woOlk so 22 ee ee ee 350 


POtaL- ASK Im gee tec) cel eee ce ce oe ee $2000 
Mission Office askings for 1951: 
stamps,’ stationery, erations. \pa yar... 2 cee ces Sie tee $200 
Lake? Maadimape. 2 oe cc cota em ego ae ag 120 
Mukedi Station askings for 1951: 
Agricultire:-/Tools,” fence efertilizer: © etc... co es Ae ee ae tee $ 350 
Education: Salaries’ for teachers. 2..45.23.....cc ee ee ee ee $350 
School supplies ................ 26 cee ee Sn eee, La one MRR ete oh A 306 
mationss (salt.“isoap, ete Ye seen i. ee hs ae 300 
Clothing ........ Besos ba do <enabics ad ent Pepa Rl tte aco! o's J. SR aT an AL eal ae 500 
47 * Outstation | teachers...d6 200s Sti ch cats, 3 a ee eee 94 1550 


Evangelistic: Itinerating 
Industrials Repairing buildings, tools;. etc... ee eee 700 
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Station Expenses: taxes, messengers, wood, water, etC........222000000.02200ccesceeeeeeececeeeeeeceeeeeeseeeeeee 450 
Total Bemines Se ede acon Dieppe ts Sappey lS ops. pa eee ge <e pats<- pF viek eer eae a leek op cpl soak ts aap kaaay $3600 
Banga Station askings for 1951: 
Evangelistic: Itinerating, outstations .......0.022....... ec eS 5 RO Si ately... al Oo oo ee i $900 
PRUIVLAtIO RU malar CS SSUES. POOLE CLC ret aioe onde I sek oan dace ech toa wneud stbaepaes 350 
Station’ Expenses: taxes, woodmen,' water, sentries)iii0.jci ae .. 250 
PEARS aA EMER SS 9720 pnd eee ue epee pA are a eed na SEER Sco Ne a acd TAN ss Bae $1500 
C. I. M. Press askings for 1951: 
PRS baie eraCls  ANGMIITErAtLire ts Lethe Te eg aie oe a ee $ 50 
New equipment? and) binditig *slippltest tj. 4s Ret ep rs at) oe 200 
mapor. Arne? sOwerhead et 04 it. Oe Ea SoA) TREC ORE A She CORRS Ba 350 
ete MT PRIVACY? SU yy hp Lace eer dN se ea NG aE, . ee | 20S Res $43 Th SO 
Ova DSi oes 2 UT EREAN OR DUS RIES AT ota aes ie thd io seein Fd ae, $650 
Legal Representative askings for 1951: 4 vie hh TANT 
Brauonery and stomps 2o.e toe. tele Oe Tan ak ee ies MBBS Oo! L$ 9380 
“Special asking Legal Representative Office 1950—files....000 2 $125 
4. That we accept the following valuation of the property at Mutena: 
Administration building LAE EER Sem 50.000 frs. | Obstetrical building .............. hi175,000./frs! 
School -unit ...... 75 PNR, SARS ERTS 40.000 frs. Neufeld! thotise: “4 BuO RAR. Jen of 25.000 frs. 
Guest house aie or Meas 25,000 frs. Garage coin Ws ae Rs aes :.39.000 frs. 
Gasoline house 200 a Soe 23500 frs.(O '3girls’ houses W270 eek BEE ® 75.000 frs. 
Dick’s house, temporary............... 15.000 frs. Temporary dispensary _ 0.00.0... 1.000 frs: 
Obstetrical “wards 2222.0 1.500 frs. 2'temp. school’ units /..208 22.022: 1.000 frs. 
Temporary’ chapel® 12.0.2: 020220012.2 22000 fis, 2) TESOL MhG8e 8 2 2 BO og bs 2.000 frs. 
Romie ECLA TY Peper Nee tea ek ents, sen AL 95,000 frs. oda Ay) ROrd..:3.. cee eed Ve 7.500 frs. 
POL cveluctlon OL mM itena *pLloperuyt.. orem ne Sl Te ee get 452:500 frs. 


WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ WORK COMMITTEE 
We, the Committee on Women’s and Girls’ Work, recommend: . 
That a tract be prepared and printed on “The Christian Family” to be used in wom- 
en’s work. It should be printed in Tshiluba and in Kipende. The expenses are to be 
defrayed by the offering of the Women’s Meeting at this year’s Native Conference. 


LITERATURE AND CENSORSHIP COMMITTEE 
We, the Literature and Censorship Committee recommend: 
1. That the extra sections of the Kipende Songbook be equally divided among Mukedi 
and Nyanga Stations. 
2.. That 5,000 Kipende New Testaments be printed for Mukedi and Nyanga Stations. 
Mukedi and neighboring missions 3,000 copies, Nyanga 2,000 copies. 


CHARLESVILLE STATION REPORT 1949 
; Evangelistic 

“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book: but these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” John, 20:30, 31. 

This last verse has been used many times in our evangelistic services out in the ter- 
ritory during this year. It has been our joy to see many respond to the preaching of His 
Holy Word. They have received new life in His name because they have believed and 
accepted the Lord as their Saviour. Nearly 400 responded to our invitations, either to 
accept Christ for the first time or to renew their fellowship with the Lord. These 400 
responded in the services held by the missionary while he was itinerating throughout our 
territory. Many other decisions were naturally made as a result of the preaching of our 
native evangelists. Two hundred ninety were baptized. 

It is with great joy that we can report at least one visit was made to each of our 
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outstation posts during the last fiscal year. This has been the first time for some years. 
Nine weeks were spent itinerating. The work has been strengthened considerably as can 
be seen by the increased giving of our Christians for the year. Pray that we might be 
able to have one missionary who can give full time to the evangelistic work in the near 
future. 


Petit Seminaire 

“Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be esham- 
ed.” II Timothy 2:15. 

The year of 1949 marked the beginning of a new era for the teaching and study of 
the Bible. Heretofore Scripture memorizing and certain portions of God’s Word were 
taught in all grades of our elementary school. Those finishing fifth or sixth grades and 
desiring to study the Bible more thoroughly were enrolled in the Bible School for a three- 
year course of study. 

This year in view of the changes in the program of our schools made by the state for 
the higher education of the Africans, we felt it necessary to enlarge upon the study of 
the Bible in each of our upper elementary grades. Thus synthetic study of portions of 
the Bible, Christian Ethics, the Life of Christ, the beginning of the church and personal 
soul winning were taught to the 3rd, 4th and 5th grades and to the teacher training class. 
The joy within us as we were privileged to teach these students daily a greater portion 
of God’s Word cannot be expressed in any language. Although there were some RCs 
who were not desirous of appearing interested, yet many could not resist presenting 
written questions to their teachers seeking answers to weighty problems and doubts. 

School is closed for one month of vacation and many have gone back to their dark-. 
ened villages to seek funds for food and clothing for the new school year. Some have 
gone to seek dowry for marriage. But oh, how we do pray the Lord of the Harvest to 
water the seed which has been sown, and to teach and guide many into a deeper and 
richer walk with Him! 

You.may wonder about the former Bible School students. These who had completed 
only one or two years of Bible School previously made up our first Petit Seminaire this: 
year. On November 27th they graduated from their course of study. The class was an 
unusually matured group of students. Among them are two of the Bashilele tribe from 
the Banga area who have been constrained to endure hardships in order to finish their 
courses of secular and Bible study here at the station. They are looking forward to the 
joy of being workers together with those who are to begin the work at Banga station 
just as soon as the concession is granted. They are spending the vacation month of De-. 
cember doing personal work among their own people and tribe in the Banga area. 

Two Sundays of each month the group went out to the villages, especially to those 


without teachers, to preach, sing and teach the Gospel. A number have accepted Christ: 


and some have been restored during these meetings. 

In January a one-year Bible Institute is to be opened for those not expecting to take 
the longer teacher training course and seminary course. We expect them to go out as 
outstation teachers afterward, if Jesus tarries. 


Pray much for us as we teach and as the Lord prepares the hearts of these people: 
to receive and give out the message again to their own thousands. 


Women’s Work 


“Biess the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.” Psalm 103:2. 

When evaluating a thing or work our eyes so often first see the flaws or failures. It 
is so with the women’s work. One is burdened by the fact that the women are saying” 
that they are not going to hold meetings once every two weeks this year in their villages 
because they are not receiving any pay. But when one remembers His benefits one is: 
made to praise God for the faithfulness of those on the programs which were held in 
the church every second Thursday. We have started a different type of program. Instead 
of having one speaker talk on whatever topic she chooses, we are choosing a theme or 
series of themes, letting the leader speak briefly; then three others answer questions per-~ 
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taining to the theme. Personal calling in the villages before each service has helped our 
attendance somewhat. Pray for God’s annointing upon this needy work. 
Children’s Work 

We have had another happy year with the children. Attendance at the beginning of 
the year was small and so we sought means of encouraging the children to come. We 
selected helpers from the various’ villages to gather children together each Sunday morn- 
ing for the meeting and also offered a prize to those who would come faithfully—and on 
time. (It seems hard to be on time in Congo.) Each child who came received a card 
with his name on it. They were quite pleased with these and often they began gather 
ing at the church an hour before the time for the meeting. We are especially concerned 
about the children in the Lulua viilage, as the priest has been trying to persuade the 
chief to accept a Catholic teacher in their village. This is the village the farthest up the 
hill and we still have very few from that village in our meetings. 

At the close of the school year, we had an impromptu program in which the children 
repeated verses they had learned, sang choruses, or told a word about some lesson which 
he had especially liked. Their response gladdened our hearts and assured us that God’s 
Word does not return unto Him void. 


Educational 


“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” How we wish hot only that more 
of our students would discover the truth of this verse, but also that more might learn it 
at the beginning of their school careers! So many seem to consider French and other 
secular subjects the keys to knowledge, power and riches. But are they very much un- 
like those Americans whose yardstick is the dollar? 

This year we launched our new educational program. At times sandbars of problems 
and storms of difficulties hindered cur sailing, but you prayed and so we docked at the 
end of November with 500 elementary boys, about a hundred elementary girls and 25 
boys in the teacher training class. About 150 students in the lower elementary grades 
were in our branch school just across the mighty Kasai river. : 

All the 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students in elementary school and the boys in the 
teacher training class had one hour of Bible every day five days a week. Many of them 
took a real interest in Bible study, others were indifferent, and some actively hindered 
our progress. May you help us water the Seed sown by prayer so that many who still 
do not know Christ may soon discover their lost condition, and allow Him to wash away 
their sins by His blood. 

On November 29th 75 fifth grade boys graduated from elementary school. A goodly 
number of them expect to return in January to enter the teacher training school or the 
one-year Institute. Please pray much that they may truly be prepared to study diligently 
both the secular and Bible subjects. Pray also for the boys who completed the first 
year of the teacher training course. Some of them as well as a few fifth grade graduates 
expect to enter a more advanced teacher training course at Mukedi next year. The others 
will probably return to take the second year of teacher training which will be offered 
here at the station. 


Girls’ School 


We were glad for an increased enrollment in the Girls’ School this year. 118 enrolled 
in July. Of these, 33 were girls who had never been in school before. A number of the 
preparatory class dropped out leaving 90 at the close of the year. Those who passed the 
preparatory class for the most part had quite good attendance. 

The girl’s classes met three hours every afternoon, and were taught by three African 
teachers and one missionary. The highest grade this year was the fourth and we had two 
girls who completed that class. ; 

One afternoon a week was spent in sewing in all but the preparatory class. We were 
also glad to-.teach this group Bible lessons in the “Life of Christ” and in the “Acts.” We 
found them quite interested and apt to learn. It is our prayer that our daily contact with 
them in class will be a blessing to these girls and be a means of fitting them for Christ’s 
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service in their villages. 
Choir 

This year our Choir was composed of boys in the teacher training class during the 
first semester. For the second semester Christian boys from the 5th grade were selected 
to join the Choir. The boys enjoy singing, and often we heard some one or other hum or 
whistle part of a song learned in Choir. They rendered special numbers from time to 
time for the Sunday morning worship services. May the words of the songs long remain 
in the hearts of the choir boys, and be used to guide them in their lives. 


Medical 


Again this past year we have much for which to praise the Lord. We have had many 
occasions when we felt that we were at the end of our wisdom and strength but He who 
had proven so faithful has not failed us. : 

We were happy for the short visit that our aaeige paid us during this past year. Again 
and again we have wished and prayed for one for our own station, for many cases come 
to us that need the attention of a doctor. 

We also praise the Lord for bringing Miss Beitler to us and that she passed the eX- 
amination in Belgium. 

The maternity work has kept us busy this year. We praise the Lord for answered 
prayer when it seemed we could not handle some cases without a doctor. 

We are very thankful for all the hospital supplies and layettes which were sent to us. 
May the Lord reward each one that had a part in supplying these needs. 


Industrial 


The past year has seen six buildings covered with wooden shingles. More than that 
number remain to be finished. The motor received from Forminiere has kept. us busy. 
While it was working we were busy sawing shingles. The rest of the time we were busy 
trying-to figure out why it would not run. Many years have passed since this motor was 
new and it seems to catise us no end of trouble. 

Work has been progressing nicely on the new teachers’ training building since July 
of this year. It will probably be another six months until it will be finished. This build- 
ing is being financed by funds from a society which gives much for the advancement, 
educational and otherwise, of the natives of the Congo. It will be a real asset to the 
station to have this large well-built building. 

We have also made about 60 new school desks. After we shall have made about 175 
more this particular job will be finished. 


TSHIKAPA 


“Though it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come.” Hab. 2:3. 

Little did we think that another year would pass before having the new station 
started in Tshikapa. For the last fifteen months each time we saw the Administrator 
he caused us to believe that the concession papers might come any day, and that work 
could be started. Each time I saw the new moon I would ask myself, “Will we have 
the papers before I see the silver crescent the coming month?” 

The following are some of the calls we made upon the Administrator and the Gover- 
nor of the Province on behalf of these papers: 

Previous to. my arriving on the field July 20, 1948, the C. I. M. asked for ground for a 
concession, which was refused on the grounds that it was too near the Central Picking 
Plant of the Diamond Co. 

July 26, 1948, Brother Elmer Dick and I looked around for the second site for a con- 
cession. A location was found but we thought it better to investigate further before 
making final decision. 

August 4 a field committee meeting was held in Tshikapa. 

August 12 Brother Glenn Rocke and I found the present site which is a very good 
location. 

September 9 Brother Glenn Rocke and I staked off the new concession for 16 hectares. 
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September 15 I returned to Tshikapa, and thumb prints of chiefs and sub-chiefs were 
put on papers as well as signed by myself in the absence of our Legal Representative, 
Rev. F. J. Enns. 

October 14 I asked the Administrator about the concession papers. He replied “No 
news, but we should hear any time now.” 

November 7 the State Administrator asked to see the corner posts of the concession. 

November 18 Chief Kalonda and all his helpers with the State Agriculture man went 
to the concession to see how many fields were on the concession and a report was made. 
We also paid for a little foot path which crossed the concession. 

November 19 I staked off the road which leads to the concession from the State Road, 
a distance of nearly two miles. 

On December 21, 1948 the Administrator said that there was no word but that we 
should have word any day, for he knew of nothing holding up the papers for all was in 
order. 

On February 28, 1949 I again went to Tshikapa to see about the papers and the work, 
but received no satisfaction. 

March 19 there wes word from Lusambo that there was not enough land for the na- 
tives to make their fields, so they could not grant us the 16 hectares for which we asked. 
I left the same day to remeasure the native fields on the concession grounds. After that 
I drove to Nyanga to make clerk’s copies of all the correspondence concerning Tshikapa 
which was in the Legal Representative’s files, and a copy was sent to Rev. J. Ohrneman. 
the Congo Protestant Representative, along with 9 letter ssking for his aid and advice in 
the matter. . 

April 25 Rev. J. Ohrneman arrived from Leopoldville at the Tshikapa Air Port, and 
Rev. F. J. Enns and I were there to meet him. The same day we had an. interview with 
the Administrator in Tshikapa. 

April 28 Rev. J. Ohrneman and Rev. F. J. Enns and I called on the Governor of the 
Province in Luluabourg. He favoied the giving of the Tshikapa concession, but since 
it had been refused on the ground that there was not enough room to make fields for 
the natives, he suggested cutting the size of the concession in half, and at a later date 
we could ask for more. This was done, and he assured us that he would attend to this 
matter as soon as he returned to Lusambo which was the following week. We appreciat- 
ed Rev. Ohrneman’s helpful services. 

June 20 the Administrator asked that we remeasure the concession again since it had 
been reduced to 8 hectares. He also asked us to make new drawings and to write letters 
asking for the same. 

June 28 Rev. Enns and I were again in Tshikapa with drawings and letters to be 
signed by the Native Chief and his helpers and the Legal Representative. The Adminis- 
trator, Mr. Webber, said it should not take more than three or four weeks for the papers 
to come. 

September 9 I again went to the Administrator, and he said that there was no word. 
I asked him if we could plant trees as this was the time to plant them. He gave me per- 
mission to do so. 

October 23 a letter from Lusambo came stating that the natives were willing to give 
us the 8 hectares the C. I. M. asked for. 

October 28 he again said we could plant trees, but are not to start building. He 
thought the papers would be here very soon. 

Rev. V. J. Sprunger, our present Legal Representative, received a letter from the 
Governor of the Province which was written November 14. We may cut wood and lum- 
ber free of charge for the building proposed at the Tshikapa Station. For this we are 
grateful. However they reinformed us that permission for building was not in order 
until the concession papers are in hand. 


Evangelistic Work Done in the Tshikapa Territory 


All the out-stations were visited twice and some more often during the year. One 
section of this territory has people who are very poor and backward. They have no 
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place to sell their produce such as corn, manioc, palm oil, etc. In these places the people 
are not able to support their teachers. By working together the stronger groups of 
Christians help the weaker ones. The work went forward. We added 8 new teachers 
to the number of workers. Ten new chapels were built and dedicated to the Lord. Among 
the number that were baptized there was one prisoner who was permitted to remove the 
prison chain which was attached to a heavy iron collar locked around his neck in order 
to be baptized. After this he joined with the 266 who partook of communion that morn- 
ing. 

Please join the many who are preparing for this work, that it may be opened and 
forwarded in this needy place. ink 

A. D. GRABER. 


C. I. M. PRESS 


“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord.” Colossians 3:16. 

A great satisfaction comes to us missionaries as we listen at night to the strains of 
spiritual songs coming from the little groups of Christians gathered around their fires 
having their evening worship. With extra help and overtime work, 5000 copies of the 
little Tshiluba songbook have been run off the press and several hundred copies will be 
ready for conference. ‘This book has been out of print for a few years and the natives 
have been anxiously awaiting the completion of it. It will be a great blessing not only 
on the station but also in the many outstations as well. 

Many thousand other booklets have also been printed throughout the year. Among 
them were 4000 copies of Scripture memory booklets for the first two years of school, 
and 2000 copies for the third, fourth and fifth grades. Also 5000 French-Tshiluba Verb 
books were printed to be used in the Primary schools. 

Record material, charts, and other matter of a similar nature were also printed. 

We praise the Lord that the new long-looked-for press came through in good condi- 
tion. Within a few days after its arrival, it too was humming with the pages of the little 
Tshiluba songbook. This new press will help speed up production immensely for which 
we are glad, since propagating Gospel literature is one of the biggest weapons that we 
can use in this land of superstition. We can with it also combat introduced false doc- 
trines. We covet your prayers that during this coming year His Word will go forth in 
greater measure and not return unto Him void. 


MUTENA STATION REPORT 1949 


Evangelistic Department 


By the grace of God we have been able to visit all of our outstations at least once 
this year. As the occasion provided, some of the villages were visited several times. In 
spite of the intensified efforts of the Catholics we still have a number of villages where 
teachers could be readily placed if we had any teachers available. May the Lord of the 
harvest grant us more native teachers. 

The Forminiere camps in our territory call for an expenditure of much effort. We 
have attempted to organize weekly services among them. The great difficulty is to find 
qualified leadership in the camps. Often advantage has to be taken of whatever is found 
available. Because of the continual mistrust which they harbor among themselves a 
group of three or four of the most eligible Christians in each camp have been chosen to 
have charge of all services and the offerings. A careful census has been taken and each 
professing Christian has been contacted in an effort to make a workable record to aid 
in the future shepherding of the flock. Plans have been made whereby each camp will 
be visited at least once each month by a capable African leader to stimulate interest. 
Sunday markets and Sunday work programs are améng the major items that hinder 
Sunday services. It grieves us to see all cf the children forced into Catholic schools and 
therefore the most of them will be lost to Protestant missions. May God grant that we 
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might be able to find some workable solution to this very important issue in the near 
future. We are grateful for the apparent hearty cooperation of the Forminiere personnel 
by permitting gospel services in their respective camps. 

A week of evangelistic meetings were held during the first part of June with Muas- 
embe Pierre, assistant pastor from Nyanga, as the main speaker. The Lord blessed the 
services and a number professed saivation and others returned after having gone astray. 
Throughout the year souls have indicated their desire for salvation both on the main sta- 
tion and also among the outstations. 

After having been without any native assistant pastors for a number of years, we 
are happy to report that two eligible men, who have proven themselves to be capable 
leaders over a period of years, have been chosen by the native church to act as their as- 
sistant pastors. May they remain humble in their service of the Master. 


Women’s Work 


In our women’s work this past year we have had various activities. Each week the 
women gather for a special service of their own, when the Word of God is read and 
taught by the missionary in charge or by some of the African women who can read and 
are capable of doing so. Several of the younger women and older girls from the girls’ 
home were encouraged to begin helping by speaking and leading in the singing. Our 
hearts were gladdened at the response which we received, showing us that there are 
some who will be capable and willing to help along in our work with the women in the 
future. ae 

For those who desire to learn to read we have reading classes. Each one that learns 
to read has been promised a New Testament or a Bible. So far only one has reached 
the goal but others are following and we hope to present them with a New Testament or 
Bible also. 

Women that have confessed Christ as their Saviour and desire baptism are given 
special instruction in the catechism class. 

Two personal work classes were organized. These were taught by our more capable 
African women and for the purpose of teaching personal soul-winning. One class was 
for the more educated women while the other for the women who had a desire to win 
others to Christ but were not able to read and had less knowledge of Bible truths. 

Some women were appointed to have Sunday services with the mothers in the O. B. 
ward, and others went to a nearby village to have a service and to do personal work. 

We have had a considerable increase of tithes and weekly offerings as well as at- 
tendance and are looking for more progress in the coming year. 

We urge you to pray for our African women. They need your prayers. 


Girls’ Work 


During this year we had thirteen girls come to our girls’ home. Another house was 
built during the year, now we have two houses and also their storage and kitchen. 

They have been planting their fields of peanuts, cassava, beans, and sweet potatoes. 
Also helping some in weeding the station grounds. 

* Each week one of the girls helps with the washing of the baby clothes in our mater- 
nity wards. They work in the mornings and attend school in the afternoons. 

Three of our girls have gone to Christian marriages this year. All three married 
outstation teachers. One returned home because of the illness of her mother who died 
some time later. Another ran away, and later was refused by her expected husband. 

Although we have several different tribes among them we have had very little trou- 
ble. We are glad for this period of training that they have here with us. We hope that 
their lives will be much happier because of their stay here. 


Children’s Work 


The first semester of 1949, the first and second years of the primary school were 
taught their Bible subjects in the form of children’s services. Choruses and songs were 
learned as well as Bible verses. The stories were presented to them in object lessons, 
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: flannelgraph pictures and other pictures available. Since the Bible lessons were mainly 
for the first and second year of the primary school many of the village children were not 
attending this class. Thus we continued to have children’s services in the villages. In 
some villages many adults also attended these services and in one village the chief never 
fails to be present if he is in the village. 

During itinerating trips to the outstations it is made a special point to send along a 
young man trained to hold children’s services. When that is impossible the outstation 
supervisor is supplied with children’s material which is presented to the children in the 
different villages. An effort is made to teach them new choruses at each itinerary. When 
Sunday school pictures are available all children attending the children’s services are 
presented with a small picture. . 

Outstation teachers are presented with simple object lessons and picture rolls, when 
available for their children’s services in the village. 

Here on the station we have had a considerable increase in attendance in our chil- 
dren’s Sunday school department. Many new songs and choruses were taught to them 
as well as passages of scripture besides telling them Bible stories with flannelgraph pic- 
tures, picture rolls or other pictures. 

A children’s choir was organized, which was of great interest to them. From time 
to time children’s programs were arranged and given during the Young People’s hour on 
Sunday afternoons. 

May the Lord grant that many of these little ones might yield their lives to their Lord 
and become faithful workers in His vineyard. 


Young People’s Meeting 

Every other Sunday afternoon services are conducted in the two nearby native vil- 
lages. On the alternate Sunday afternoons we meet for our Young People’s services on 
the station. 

Various groups and classes have been conducting these meetings. Recently the girls 
of our girls’ home very aptly depicted in a pageant our Lord’s parable of the Ten Vir- 
gins. Earlier in the year a group portrayed the story of the Healing of the Leper Na- 
maan. Several chalk drawings by one of our missionary staff aided in adding variety to 
these programs. The interest and attendance in these services have been good. The par- 
ticipants have willingly taken their parts. 


Choir 2 

“Tt is good to sing praises unto our God.” With a majority of the forty-three choir 
members getting their first experience in this work this year, our presentations of the 
hymns have not been what we would have desired. However we believe that the work 
of this year will be an important factor in the work of the future. May each member 
have received blessings from the messages in the hymns which before have gone by un- 
noticed is our prayer. 


Boys’ Choir : 

At the beginning of this year we had over 50 boys enrolled in the boys’ choir. The 
weekly practices have never been too long for they enjoy singing. A program in hymns 
and object lessons centering around the Bible was given by this group in one of our 
Sunday afternoon Young. People’s services. 


Girls’ Choir 

A. girls’ choir was organized this year at Mutena. The majority of the twenty-four 
members are girls who are on the mission compound. The remainder are from the vil- 
lage but attend school here on the station. They seem to need many practices to learn to 
sing a song well, but their eagerness to sing and their willingness to learn makes the 
time spent each week well worthwhile. They have furnished special music on several 
occasions for the Sunday afternoon Young People’s services and now have prepared sev- 
eral numbers for the native conference. 
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Educational Department 


‘Primary School 


Another school year has become history, and we thank the Lord for another oppor- 
tunity to teach His Word to those who were with us. We now have several more build- 
ings completed so we have also been teaching grades one and two here on the station 
since January of this year. Until then they were taught in the village near-by. 

In our curriculum we are following as much as possible the State program, which 
calls for three hours a day of class work and two hours of handwork or physical work. 
Besides this each grade receives one hour a day of Bible instruction which is given by a 
missionary. Thus these children have the opportunity to learn to know Christ and His 
Word. Our prayer is that the seed sown may bear fruit. 


Cours d’Apprentissage Pedagogique 

We have introduced the first year of Cours d’apprentissage Pedagogique into our 
school system this year. This is the two-year course to train teachers for teaching first 
and second grades on the station as well as in the outstations. There was quite an inter- 
est shown in this class. Throughout the year there was an average attendance of 29. 
However not all the interest manifested was in behalf of becoming outstation teachers. 
Many came just because it was a good chance to get a little more education. Our prayer 
has been that God might awaken some of these boys to the need of going out and work- 
ing among their own peole. 


Women’s School 

A women’s school was introduced for a short period during which time classes were 
held three mornings each week. In our last term we have introduced Laubach’s method 
of reading. It has proved interesting to the women. We are happy for those who ex- 
press a desire to learn to read and write. It takes real effort for these mothers to come 
in the morning to study when they have so many home duties and field work. 


Industrial Department 


bat Ses this year the industrial program has taken one missionary’s full time. How- 
ever, we are getting to the place where we have some permanent buildings for practical- 
ly every phase of the work. Though there is much need for added buildings, we are 
much less cramped for lack of space than last year. Due to the State requirements as 
to the size of the school buildings, we changed the unit which was ready for the roof, to 
correspond to these requirements. 

The largest project was the new obstetrical ward. This has taken most of our time, 
but is not entirely finished now. It will nicely take care of the rapidly growing O. B. 
work. 

One two-room house for the African girls was put up as well as a small two-room 
guest house which was much needed. These buildings are of permanent materials. 

The temporary chapel had to be enlarged to accommodate the many school boys who 
came from outstations to augment the regular church attendance The temporary O. B. 
quarters had to have an addition to fill the needs of this department. In the educational 
department two temporery units were built to reduce congestion in the chapel. In the 
eleventh hour a temporary kitchen was built to provide cooking quarters for our new co- 
workers, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Entz, whom we are glad to welcome to Mutena just be- 
fore the Field Conference. 

After two and one half years of work since the concession was granted, we have al- 
most finished with the clearing and grass planting. By the time the third year is finished 
we hope to have this work finished. 

With Samuel we say, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” All praise to Him. 


Agriculture 


We are happy for the field concession which we have at our new station. We have 
nice crops of peanuts, cassava, sweet potatoes, beens, and corn. The boys have done the 
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first clearing and then they planted and cultivated the fields. These fields provide food 
for the girls. ; 

We are also happy for our gerdens which have supplied us with fresh vegetables for 
our tables. 


Orchard 

Our orchard is showing some progress. We can expect fruit in the near future even 
though the bugs insist on giving us some good competition. We are putting up a brave 
fight to save the trees. The local state agricultural inspector has been consulted and his 
advice is being acted upon. 


Medical Department 


As we draw to the close of another year we know that God our Heavenly Father has 
continued His lovingkindness unto us throughout every day. The year has not been with- 
out its difficulties and perpléexities, but it has-also been with rejoicings and gladness. 

The erection of a new dispensary in our native village by the diamond mining com- 
pany has not in any way lessened our medical work. A larger number have visited our 
dispensary this year than in the previous year. 

During the course of the year 158 mothers came to our maternity ward for medical 
care. God has been very gracious to us in the work of this department. There have 
been anxious moments but our Heavenly Father has heard our prayers. It has been a 
real joy to tell the gospei story each Sunday morning to the mothers in the ward, those 
in waiting and their helpers. An average of twenty-five are in attendance in these serv- 
ices. Flannelgraph pictures aid a great deal in presenting the truths of redemption. For 
some it is the first time that they have heard the Old Story. The old gray haired grand- 
mothers make a valiant attempt to sing “One Door and Only One” and other simple 
choruses which we have taught them. 

Our permanent obstetrical ward is nearing completion. We are thankful for this 
new building and the additional facilities that it will provide for the mothers and their 
new babies. bee yy f 


NYANGA STATION REPORT FOR 1949 


Evangelistic Department 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” Hebrews-13;8. The past 
year has been a difficult one. Because of changing conditions many readjustments had 
to be made. But we praise our heavenly Father that we have a Christ who changeth 
not. He has been our anchor sure and steadfast during tempest and raging storm. 

During the Christmas season of last year when we had our out-station teachers at 
the station we had several days of evangelistic meetings and a time of fellowship. Our 
main theme was the ten commandments as interpreted by Christ and the New Testa- 
ment. oF 

Throughout the year we had our regular services at the station. Several times mis- 
sionaries went to villages farther away from the station to hold Sunday morning services. 
One hundred and twenty-one souls were baptized and added to the church. 
Out-Stations 

This year we put our out-station work high on the list of things that should not be 
neglected. We did manage to visit all of our work, though not without interruptions. 
It took eight weeks. 

Dilapidated chapels, or lack of chapels, show that interest and courage are lacking 
cn the part of many teachers and Christians. A materialism is taking hold of people, 
and it makes itself felt also in the church. There is probably more money in the hands 
of the people than ever before, but the work of the Lord suffers for lack of funds, and 
our teacher-evangelists are so poorly paid that some lack proper clothing. 

There are also encouraging sides to the village work. Some of our teacher-evan- 
gelists this year finish 20 years of service without interruption except for sickness; others 
almost that many. They started as student-teachers. We found many teachers faithful 
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in proclaiming the word of God and in teaching the children. There were also the 
faithful little groups we could gather for communion services. At one place a chief 
came out for Christ and brought his witchcraft paraphernalia to be burnt. As we stop- 
‘ped at a small village for a short service the Chief took a stand for Christ. We found 
out later that a teacher had done personal work with him. 

At Tshingila, a large village 25 miles from Nyanga a regional school was dedicated 
to the Lord November the sixteenth. It was a mission project, but this large school 
could hardly have been built if it had not been for the faithfulness of the teachers and 
pupils who crushed the rock in the ravines, and also brought much of it up to the build- 
ing site, a distance of about two miles. The school is 25 x 72 feet, made of stone and 
sun-dried brick, and covered with a grass roof. 

Because of lack of funds Nyanga had no other building program this year. The 
carpenters were given work making furniture for the missionary homes, and much 
needed desks for our school. 


Christian Endeavor 

“Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.” We are 
happy to see the young people ready and willing to take part in the work of the C. E. 
We have generally had a program every other Sunday. The making of the programs 
has been, with a few exceptions, in the hands of an African leader. The programs have 
as a rule been very good. Special features have been programs by different families. 
During the vacation months it was somewhat hard to get the people together to practice; 
sO we appoint some of the older workers to each make up a program, each one with his 
family. This worked out very good. Then again we called the children from the near- 
by villages to come and furnish the music for a certain program. This not only brought 
the children in and gave them something to do, but it brought in many other people 
from the village to hear them sing. 


Children’s Work 

“But Jesus said, Suffer the little children to come unto me and forbid them not, to 
come unto me.” Matt. 19:14. 

In the morning during week days the children of pre-school age gather to learn the 
stories of a picture roll. On Sundays we have S. S. classes for the different groups. 
Every other Sunday afternoon they gather together for an hour for a children’s program. 
Pray for these little ones as they hear the Word of God from their youth that they will 
be strong Christians in the future. 


Women’s Work 

“The entrance of thy word, giveth light; it giveth understanding to the simple.” Psa. 
119:130. The word giveth light and understanding to these simple people that have 
come out of darkness. 

Our meetings for the Christian women have been held weekly. At these meetings 
»ve purpose to strengthen their spiritual lives with the Word of God. They also come 
with their offerings at this time. During this last month we started to have Bible read- 
ing which the women have enjoyed very much since most of them can take part in this. 

During the months of May and June we had special Bible classes with the women 
on the station, and also some of our village women took part. We divided them into two 
‘sroups. One group studied the book of Luke and the other group studied the Life of 
Christ. Much interest was shown in these classes. 

Since most of the field work is done by the women, they lead a busy life providing 
for the family, and so they do not have much time for personal work among the women 
of the village, yet some have been faithful in witnessing for the Lord to the women they 
imet, either in the fields, or at the river or in the path. Some of the women also help 
with the Obstetrical work. 


In October we had a three-day Bible Conference with the women. There were over 
a hundred women that came in from the villages; some came as far as 80 to 100 kilometers. 
God blessed us abundantly. Our women appreciated the privilege very much. They 
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were very quiet and attentive during the gatherings. It was a joy to listen to their 
testimonies and prayers. We were greatly encouraged in the work among the women. 
Music 

With an accelerated school program, it was difficult to give due attention to other 
essentials. However, we endeavored to keep up the interest in music. The Music Circle 
continued to practice most of the year. A men’s choir sang on various Sunday mornings. 
The Pedagogy students sang numbers on Prayer Day and occasional Sunday mornings. 

The group of women and girls rendered songs for the Women’s Conference in 
October. This group has practiced much and sung in public, little, due to the fact that 
such a group needs much practice before singing in public. 

Recently, Paul was interested in starting a quartette and a sextette, that met. on 
Wednesday night for practice. They sang several numbers, and reserved some of their 
numbers for the Christmas season, and the time of the Teachers’ Institute. 


Bible School 


“Study to show thyself approved of God.” Since we have incorporated the Bible 
School into the Primary school we had only the third year of the regular Bible School 
this year. They began their last semester in January and finishd on May 16. They had 
a fine program with the last part of the verse in Psalm 18:18 as their class motto: 
“Jehovah was my support.” 

The last number on the program was a call to definite consecration to the Lord Je- 
sus Christ and His service. They all answered “Yes” to the question. Then they all 
knelt down in a row in front on the platform, and with bowed heads sang the song: 

‘Fully surrendered Lord Divine 
I will be true to Thee. 
All that I am or have is Thine 
I will be true to Thee.” 
There were 33 that graduated. 


Educational Department 


Primary School 


The primary school of Nyanga started the year with an enrollment of 463 pupils, 
and a considerable amount of intrepidation. Having school both morning and afternoon 
with additional field and manual work made the commencement of the year rather dif- 
ficult. It was a strain on pupils, African teachers, as, well, as on those who had charge 
of the school. During the course of the year our teachers failed several times in show- 
ing a Christian spirit and counting only the francs they were receiving as things of value. 
They failed to see that there are eternal values which are above these paltry coins. 

The placing of Bible subjects into the primary school was taken quite conscientious- 
ly. At first some of the missionary personnel was busy with the Bible School which 
completed its third year in May.. Two missionaries and three Africans assisted in teach- 
ing the Bible subjects. The missionary in charge made out the Bible lessons adapting 
them to the age of the group. After the dry season vacation three missionaries, Miss 
Unrau, Mrs. Toews, and Miss Unruh taught the Bible subjects in the fourth, fifth and 
third years respectively. Since little of the material was available we improvised mater- 
ial, which has proved quite satisfactory. Thus we have been able to follow quite closely 
the prescribed courses for the different years. 


For the closing exercises one of the fifth year classes presented a short pageant 
based on one of the conversion stories of the personal work class. The story took place 
at the time of the Passover. An eldest son was ill at the time. His father sent a helper 
to put the blood on the door posts. Late in the evening the son asks his father if he 
has seen with his own eyes the blood on the door. The father goes out to examine the 
door post and finds no indication of the blood, so he hastily puts it there. Thus the 
Angel of Death passes over the home, and the oldest son is spared. 

After the dry season vacation Nyanga fell in line with Saturday school so we were 
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able to reach the required number of days for the year—220 days. There are graduates 
for 1949. 


Cours d’Apprentissage Pedagogique 

Paul’s words to Timothy, “The things which thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” 
‘have often come to our mind as we are training young people for full time Christian 
work. 

Our program was new, to both, teachers and students. Anything new has its at- 
tractions, and so did the C. A. P. Our enrollment was higher than we thought we could 
accommodate. However, this took care of itself in a few weeks time. Some did not 
find what they had expected, so stepped out; others realized it might call for a little 
more work than they were interested in doing, so decided to leave the group. A group 
of 25 students completed] the course of the first year. The Lord willing five of these 
will continue their studies at Mukedi enrolling for the Cours de Laison. Another group 
of ten or twelve we trust will continue their work outlined for the second year of the 
eee Tait A 

An hour during each day we set aside for Bible study. During this hour they were 
given some book study in both Old) and New Testament, a course in Doctrine, a course 
in Personal Work, and a Sunday School Workers’ Course. Five hours each day were 
devoted to various subjects outlined for us in the state curriculum. We feel that this 
should give them a well-balanced preparation to do the work of a Christian teacher. 
. For practical soul-winning the students were encouraged, to join the regular personal 
worker’s group. They were also engaged in various activities of the church; such as 
choir, Sunday School and C. E. work. 

This work of training Christian teachers, as any other work in the mission field, has 
had its ups and downs, its encouragements as well as its disappointments. Nevertheless, 
we are grateful for the privilege we have had of working with each one of these stu- 
dents, and! feel confident that our labor has not been in vain. 


Boys’ Work 
“Train up a child in the way in which he should go, and when he is old he will not 


depart from it.” 


Owing to the change in the school program the number of boys has gone down con- 
siderably. We now have about 85 boys where we used to have 125. We hope that the 
‘quality will make up for the lack of quantity. It has been a real joy to visit the boys 
at the evening roll call as they gather for their evening devotions. At one meeting I 
asked for all those who had never accepted Christ as their Saviour to come forward. 
There was only one, and I had the blessed privilege of leading him to Christ right then 


and. there. 


When 85 boys live together there are bound to be some disagreements, but all in all 
they have been getting along very nicely. There is a real challenge in boys’ work. 


Girls’ Work 

This year we have had quite a change in the girls’ work. Last year we had the 
largest number of girls we’ had had for a number of years. At the close of this year 
ave have the lowest number we have had for a long time. Many of them ‘got married 
in the past year. Others have been sent home because of bad conduct. Also the change 
of our school program has decreased the number of girls. Many of the boys graduating 
from day school go back to their villages so they do not bring in their girls, Other years 
most of them stayed on the station after graduating; so during their last year in primary 


school they would bring in their girl friends. 


Remember the girls’ work in your prayers. Pray especially that they will wholly 
follow the Lord and leave their native ways and customs, not only now, but also after 


they are married. 
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: Medical Department 

Our medical work has gone on very much the same as usual. We give thanks for 
all the blessings He has given in this work. Our medical work gives us great opportun- 
ities for winning souls. Often we find that we are more concerned about the body than 
the soul. 

In the beginning of the year we had many people with large ulcers. We were so 
glad that we had enough supplies, so were not hindered in our work. The whooping 
cough has visited us again. Many of our babies were very sick with it, but none died. 
The village people lost a lot of babies as they do not know how to care for them. 

The Obstetrical work has been done as before, mostly among the Christian women. 
We have had some of the non-Christian women come in for confinement which has given 
us the opportunity to tell them about the Lord. 


Orphans 

Along with the medical work we have cared for orphans. We have ten pre-school 
age children which need more care and watching than those that go to school. It has 
peen a joy to watch them grow strong and healthy, and also to learn to be obedient 
which they do not learn in the village. May the Lord continue to bless the work, and 
may they grow up to be His servants. 


ANNUAL REPORT * * * MUKEDI STATION 


s 


Evangelistic Department 
“A cup of cold water only.” Matt. 10:42. 
It isn’t the thing you do, dear, 
It’s the thing you leave undone, 
Which gives you the bitter heartache 
At the setting of the sun. 
Adelaide Proctor. 

As we look at the African, we are aware at once that his greatest need is to know 
the Saviour. Not to know Him by name but by experience in the inner self. We did not 
find the African seeking cloth, or a house, or food; because he can supply himself with 
these. There is, however, within the heart of each one a desire to have peace. This we 
know can never be attained except by having experienced the joy that comes into the 
heart when one realizes that Jesus has cleansed us from all sin. 

The group of illiterates that have found the Saviour and are a real witness to the un- 
saved make our hearts rejoice. Every Sunday morning they gather at 8 o’clock in the 
chapel (we don’t have a church building. yet) to have the scripture read to them and to 
tell of their experiences during the past week. They tell how others laugh at them at 
times; mock them, and yet at the same time, respect their stability in what they believe. 
They praise the Lord for keeping them; for restoring them when they were sick; ask to 
be prayed for; tell of a conversation that they have had with others who are not saved. 
It is an opportunity for the one in charge to inspire these Christians to greater efforts for 
their Saviour, to remain true to Him. This group goes out together to hold meetings tell- 
ing others what they have heard; what folly it is to remain in superstition and to encour- 
age those who already believe. 

In April and July we had baptismal services. Communion services were held in De- 
cember’ April and October. 


Translation 

During the year 1949, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah and a part of Micah were translated into Kipende. Jonah was translated everal 
years ago. When Micah will be completed there will remain six more of the minor 
prophets to be done. 

Sometimes the question is asked which book or books are the most difficult to trans- 
late. In our experience the book of Ezekiel was the most difficult, especially the portion 
that contains the description of the future temple. “The entrance of Thy Word giveth 
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light.” May the “light of life’ shine into many a heart because they read the Word of 
God. 


Children’s Work 


Our children’s work has been encouraging. Attendance at the Sunday morning 
services varies; however, at our better attended services, it often exceeds 400. When- 
ever we have visited the surrounding villages and invited the children to our services, 
the response has been good. 


To encourage the children to come on time, we have played the phonograph for a 
few minutes before the service. In that way, only the children who come early are 
privileged to hear the music and those who come later feel they have missed something 
and make an effort to come earlier next time. Invariably, when the children arrive on 
the station and hear the music, they will break into a run to get to the chapel before the 
music stops. 


Students of the teacher-training class have assisted in taking their turns giving chalk 
talks or short illustrated messages at the services. We are encouraged from time to 
time to see the Lord already work in hearts of individuals and know that the seed sown 
will bear fruit in later years. 


Women’s Work 

One is always impressed by the difference in the status of womanhood in our own 
dear homeland and here in Congo. After years of suppression, it is hard to make them 
realize that they must take on part of the responsibility of the spiritual uplift of the 
home, church and community. Women’s work presents a great challenge for the oppor- 
tunities are many but the work often discouraging. 


During the year our women have been quite faithful in their morning chapel attend- 
ance. This is not always easy as some of them have large families and chapel comes at 
the hour for cooking. Our weekly women’s meeting has also been well attended. Pro- 
grams have been varied including talks by the missionary in charge or visiting mission- 
aries; talks by some of the more capable African women; Bible quiz hours; health talks 
and demonstrations; discussions of women’s problems, and praise and testimony services. 
Some of the women have been very faithful in doing personal work among the village 
people. Several have shown interest in working more smong the hospital patients. Plan- 
ned visits to near-by villages with special songs and the use of the phonograph gave 
impetus to others. 


We find that visitation among the women although taking much time has proven 
valuable in keeping them faithful. Pray much for the Congo women that they will see 


and accept their responsibility of creating and promoting the spiritual atmosphere in 
their own homes and lives. 


Village Work 

Since it still seems well nigh impossible for any missionary to go out on any ex- 
tended itinerating trips, we have recently organized to reach these villages by week-end 
services. The missionaries take turns in going out by car with African evangelists and 
singers. The Africans have taken great interest to help in this work and the meetings 
have been well attended. Other missionaries go with other groups to villages in walking 
distence so that all villages both near and far are being reached. With more missionaries 
just having arrived, we hope to soon better reach these needy people. 


Christian Endeavor 

Our C. E. has been held regularly once a month during the past year. Programs have 
been planned by one of the Africans working with a missionary. Speakers are then 
chosen trying to include all the groups represented. Special music was presented at near- 


ly every meeting. Our hope and prayer is that these services will give many a more 


personal interest as they themselves have a definite part and as they prepare and hear, 
their hearts will be drawn closer to Him. 
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It is with heavy hearts that we see some who are very capable leaders, fall into sin 
and removed from responsibilities that they could so ably carry. Our outstation work 
could be much improved if those who have been sent out to witness for Christ would 
feel the burden of the lost upon their own hearts. How we long to see the African who 
will say with Paul “Woe is unto me if I preach not the Gospel.” 

The large chapel was rebuilt this year at a cost of about $200 and next year it will 
be the small chapel or children’s church that will need to be rebuilt. When, oh when, 
will we be able to build a new church out of durable material? At least another $6,000 
is needed before we can hope to build the house of the Lord. 

It was decided that we should have another assistant pastor. The church members 
met twice and finally chose their candidate who has been presented to the Annual Con- 
ference and accepted and installed. Pray for this man that he may realize his opportunity 
in being a real power among his own people. He is in the last year of the teacher’s train- 
ing school for elementary teachers which we hope he will complete in October, 1950. 


Now that the Bertsches have arrived, we are looking forward to having new stimulus 
and new effort in this great work of evangelism, and the building up of a strong native 


nucleus. 


Industrial Work 

To provide a temporary home for the Bertsches, it was necessary to re-plaster the 
stone guest house and this in turn made it necessary to build a temporary sun dried 
brick house to accommodate white patients and guests. 


The former printing and sewing house has been remodeled and. 1 now serves as a mis- 
sionary dwelling. A two car addition has been added to the garage and a small building 
has been built to house the electric light plant. 


Educational Department 


“The entrance of Thy word giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” 
Psa:, L192 130. 


Throughout the Mission we have put a greater emphasis on the religious education 
in the primary school. There was too little interest shown in a Bible school, as such, for 
the students had the idea that spending another three years in Bible School was not es- 
sential to their getting a job in the world. Now much of the work that was originally 
in the Bible school has been put into the curriculum of the elementary school, so that all 
who will attend our schools are going to have the advantage of the teaching that. pre- 
viously was only for a few. We feel that we are reaching the masses much better this 
way. 


Inspection of schools means more effort and as a result, better schools. We are glad 
to report that our schools were subsidized by the government in 1948 and it is quite cer- 
tain that we will again receive subsidy for 1949. We are in the transition years now and 
are very fortunate in having been quite in line with the program of the State so that our 
taain problem is getting our personnel, both white and native, accredited. It is with that 
in view that we have the C. A. P. schools (elementary pedagogy schools) and will open 
another for the entire mission of a more advanced type. We are anticipating that gov- © 
ernment intervention in the school program will permit rechanneling of funds from the 
Home end and direct more of them to direct evangelistic work, even as government in- 
tervention has relieved much of the financial burden in the medical department: 


Building 

The C. A. P. building is well under way and is now awaiting the window frames. We 
have completed the sun dried brick school building which will be used for the advanced 
teacher’s training classes. In connection with this school, dormitories are being built to 
house 40 students. 
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Girls’ Work 


“It is not good for the man to be alone; I must make a helper for him who is like 
him.” Gen. 2:18. 

This verse is the reason for us having girls’ work. Anyone having ever worked with 
a group of girls (or boys) realizes that there are problems, yet how essential it is that we 
teach the down-trodden sex the fundamentals in Reading, ’Riting, ’Rithmetic and Re- 
ligion before they enter into the bonds of marriage. Each forenoon six days of the week, 
the girls are in school while afternoons they work in their fields of manioc, millet, corn, 
beans and peanuts. 

“T can’t learn the catechism; I can’t learn how to read’’—these are often their alibis 
whereas it has been proven that they can learn and even win prizes for having the high- 
est grades in their classes. Remember, we have co-education here! It is true many would 
prefer working in their fields to attending classes, yet there are others who are very 
faithful in attendance and truly learn their lessons. Think how foreign it is to their 
heathen mothers (as most of the girls have parents who are not Christians) having their 
daughters attend classes instead of leaning over their short handled hoes, plowing (so to 
speak) and cultivating their fields. Many of the girls have made a profession of their 
faith in Jesus and are giving offerings to the church and looking forward to being bap- 
tized. The three things uppermost in every girl’s life is: to be baptized, to be married 
and to be a mother. 

Sometimes we feel our efforts are in vain and we ask ourselves if the girls are really 
learning something. After many years we see “by their fruits ye shall know them” and 
we know that God has been working in their lives and they are different. Of course 
there are always exceptions and there are those who return to their parents, heathenism 
and superstitions and do not want to “change their hearts” (Kipende phraseology). 
We covet your prayers, dear Readers, that many of these girls will become Christian 
helpmates and be influential mothers in the church of tomorrow. 

We are greatly satisfied with a new regional school that was opened this year and be- 
lieve that it has great possibilities. Two of our older regional schools have been in- 
spected this year by the government inspector and we believe he was favorably impressed. 

Out of seventeen pupils who started the elementary pedagogy class, ten have com- 
pleted the first year and will form the second year class next year. The northern part of 
our territory is not at all school inciined and we find the school work there very unsatis- 
factory at present. It takes teachers who are really interested in children to reach them 
with the Gospel in spite of themselves and of the parents’ desires to remain in heathen- 
ism. We are thankful for the few that we do have from that area who have manifested 
an interest and who have been saved and are living in the Light. Among the Ambunda 
(another tribe) the work is difficult too and will need much effort on the part of the 
teachers as well as a special interest and effort by the missionaries. 

We are thankful for the arrival of the Rempel family. Mr. Remple has now taken 
over the building program and our school buildings are rapidly becoming reality. 


Medical Department 


Never a day passes at the Hospital that praises do not go up to our Heavenly Father 
for His mercy and healing hand. 


Again we find increases in the number of people coming for help. We increased our 
hospital staff of helpers to 16 by the end of the year and still we are often swamped with 
work. We have three men from Nyanga and we had two from other neighboring mis- 
sions working and studying at our Hospital and Dispensary in order to learn the medical 
work so that they can return to their home stations to assist in that work. Of course, 
they all hope to be able to pass the government examinations so that they can qualify 
for the diploma of “aide-infirmier.” On November 27, one of the men in training from a 
neighboring mission died very suddenly after only a few hours of acute illness. “How 
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out.” Rom. 11:33. 
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One of the additional helpers at the Hospital is a widow who is working full time in 
the obstetrical department, a department that has seen an increase in work even before 
the new obstetrical ward is built! There were seven missionary babies born here this 
year—two from CIM and five from neighboring missions. 

The government has renewed the doctor’s contract whereby they give us very sub- 
stantial financial help for our medical work in return for our co-operation with their 
medical service. This means that for our ordinary expenses of carrying on the medical 
work, we are needing much less help from the home constituency. In our new contract 
it is no longer required that the sleeping sickness examinations of previous years be 
‘carried out leaving us much more time for the work around the Hospital and Dispensary. 


Building 

The work on the hospital ward is being held up because of a shortage of lumber for 
the roof construction. Lumber shortage has been a big problem. The roof has been put 
on the dispensary and steel windows installed. We have now begun the foundation for 
the maternity hospital which is to be constructed in the near future. 

Our Hospital evangelist is now spending full time at the Hospital and Dispensary 
and he reports very gratifying results from his personal work among those coming here 
for help. We trust that this very important service will keep pace with the increased 
number of patients. 


ANNUAL LETTER 


Excitement and anticipation ran high for several weeks preceding our Annual Field 
‘Conference. Even the children were affected, and many times we heard statements like 
these, “Conference is comin’,” and “These are my new conference shoes!” Indeed, all of 
us were looking forward to the days of fellowship and feasting on the Word of God. 

We were not disappointed! Even though Mutena is a comparatively new station and 
this was their first opportunity to entertain the conference, we were conscious of a well 
organized program arranged for our comfort and entertainment. From the very first 
arrival of the guests;—when we were served refreshments at a wayside stand;—on to 
‘our comfortable lodging in the new obstetrical ward and school house;—right down to 
the last meal, we were made to appreciate the thoughtfulness and the hospitality of the 
Mutena missionaries. 

This has been the largest group of missionaries to attend a Congo Inland Mission 
Field Conference. All of the 36 missionaries and the 20 young people and children were 
present. The school group from Lubondai arrived for the second) day of the meetings, 
but Jonathan Yoder did not arrive until one of the last days. Our young 
people added much to the services with music and their interest, and they with the junior 
group also presented a fine Christmas Program. 


The native conference was held first and was well attended by the Mutena group 
and the delegates from the 3 visiting stations. We were grateful for the spirit of co- 
operation manifested among our native leaders despite the tribal differences and the 
barrier in language. We pray that they might have been encouraged to go out to be an 
even greater witness to their own people. Mr. Graber was the main speaker, using as 
his theme, “The Beginnings, The Work, and the Hope of the Church.” Large charts were 
used to make the facts of the dispensations and the Coming of the Lord more clear. 


One of the highlights of the conference was the splendid music furnished by the var: 
ious native choirs from the Mutena station. The entire Sunday night service was fur- 
nished by a large well-trained choir under the direction of Mr. Neufeld. On Saturday 
night the chapel was well filled to see some moving pictures of the beginnings and the 
growth of the station at Mutena. It was interesting to notice the surprised and pleased 
reactions of the native group as they saw themselves or perhaps their neighbors perform- 
ing before them. 


We were glad to welcome a goodly number of new missionaries into our midst dur 
ing the past year,—Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Rempel and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. James 
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Bertsche for the Mukedi station; Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Entz for Mutena, and Irma Beitler 
for Charlesville. Nearly all this group spent some time in Belgium and we are grateful 
to God for the privilege of this further study, and His guidance during the past months. 
We trust that they shall readily adjust to the necessary changes in living and be given 
great joy and the needed grace as they study the language and find their place in this 
His work. 

This was an unusual conference in many respects, even the stork decided to pay us a 
visit during one of the last days of the business session. Little Betty Jean Rempel ar- 
rived to take up her residence in the Lawrence Rempel home. We all rejoiced with 
mother and daddy and Bunny and pray that God will protect and care for these little 
ones. 

We were so very conscious of the Lord’s presence and His directing hand throughout 
the business meetings. These are days of transition especially in the educational field 
and also a very definite period of change in the African. We need to keep pace with all 
those advancements and yet we have come to a new realization of that primary responsi- 
bility; the evangelization of a lost world. We were faced with some weighty problems, 
but our faithful God once more proved His faithfulness and gave the needed wisdom. 

We will appreciate your continued prayers as we endeavor to go forward in the 
cause of Christ. 

Sincerely, 
THE COMMITTEE. 


ECHOES OF THE DEVOTIONAL HOUR 


Conference at Mutena, Dec. 12-14, 1949 


Monday, December 12 
8:30 a.m. The opening devotional message of the conference was given by Rev. E. J. Dick. 
Theme: Waiting upon the Lord—John 21:3-14. 


1. Introduction—verse 3 
1) The disciples’ loneliness—sought employment. 
2) The disciples’ need—sought to be self sufficient. 
3) The disciples’ disappointment “That night they caught nothing.” Our own efforts 
are always in vain. 


Il. Christ’s appearance—verses 4-14. 

1) His concern “Have ye any meat?” v. 5 

2) His command—often ridiculous “Cast your net on the right side” v. 6. He knows 
the deep. 

3) His provision—fish and bread v. 9. 

4) His command “Bring of the first which ye have now caught” v. 10. He expects us 
to do what we can. 

5) His invitation “Come and dine” v. 12—the fellowship and communion of the faith- 
ful with the Lord. 


III. Conclusion: 
1) The sea symbolizes the masses. 
2) The draught was above expectation—A few of the many are caught—yet it is 
miraculous. 
Luke 5:6, 7—Miraculous draught. 
“Nets broke”’—signifying the difficulty of keeping the caught from going astray. 
“Boats began to sink” signifying the difficulty of keeping the caught ones from 
slipping back into the world. 
“No record of any fish escaping” signifying the assurance of His ability to keep. 
“And when they had brought their ships to land they forsook all and followed 
him.” 
2:00 p.m. Miss Kornelia Unrau 
Text: Hebrews 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus the. author and finisher of our faith” 
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I. Look backward. “ 
1) We must look over the sin and failures of the past. “God laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all.” 


2) Look backward and remember what God has done for us. 
II. Look upward. 
1) Not upon ourselves but we must keep our eyes upon the ord: 
a) When Peter kept his eyes upon Jesus he was able to walk on the water. | 
b) Paul kept his eyes upon Jesus and was able to run the race. | 
III. Look forward. 
1) The first words after ascension “He will come egain in like manner.” We are to 
look for his coming and we are to be ready. 
2) We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth and until that day we 
must do all we can to win others for the Lord. 
“Looking backward, upward and forward until the day when we shall see Him.” 
Tuesday, December 13 
8:30 a.m. Mr. Lawrence Rempel 
Text: Isaiah 64:6-8. “Thou art the potter, we are the clay.” 
Mr. Rempel told of his visit to a pottery factory in Mons, Belgium. 
1. First the impurities were taken out of the clay. 
Then the clay was molded and shaped by the potter’s hand. 
Application: Have we taken the impurities out of our lives in order that Christ can 
mold us as vessels unto honor. How can His Master hand mold us, if we are not pli- 
able? 
3. The molded clay was then chipped and trimmed. 
4. Often flowers were painted on the clay. 
How often after we accept Him must God trim and shape our lives into a more per- 
fect walk with him? If we have flaws, we often try to cover them with flowers or by 
our various flashy human actions. The masterpiece in the pottery factory was made of 
plain, pure unblemished clay. It had no flowers, but only fine and beautiful lines. 
5. The clay was put into freezing compartments for testing. 
6. Afterwards it is struck by a high voltage of electricty. 
Does not Christ often test us in like manner and if so have we been able to stand the 
test? Does Christ have close hold upon our lives? Has He been able to mold us to the 
fulness of perfection? 
“Have thine own way, Lord, pase thine own way. Thou art the potter, we are the 
clay.” 
2:00 pans “Rev-R: FF. Schnell : 
Text: I Samuel 14:27 “He put forth the end of the rod and dipped it in an honeycomb 
—and his eyes were enlightened.’—Jonathan dipped his rod in honey—the dimness 
left his eyes, he received strength and he was refreshed. 
Eating honey by the way. 
It takes a lot of effort to fight life’s Christian Battle but God has minke many re- 
freshment stands along the way. Are we partaking of them? 
I. The Honey of God’s Word. 
It has a marvelous effect upon us. 
It enlightens our mind—gives us faith and hope. 
It is as a compass which keeps _ us pointed in the direction of eternal life. 
II. The Honey of Prayer. 
It is a power house—We can pray in season and out of season. The monks who spent 
all their time in prayer were found with their buildings in ruins. It takes both 
prayer and work. 
Prayer is as the power line of a trolley car. When the trolley slips off—the car stops. 
III. The Honey of Spiritual Meditation. 
We have communication with God. 
We are commanded to think on the things of the scripture. 
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IV. The Honey of Christian Conversation. 


Malachi 3:16 “Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another. 

It is good for Christians to talk over their problems and to engage in Christian con- 
versation. : 

“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength” thus we will have a one- 
ness with Christ. The Africans want a oneness with Christ too. 

“We must study God’s Word, feed upon it, pray and then we have oneness with 
Christ.” 


7:00 p.m. Rev. Samuel Entz 


Text: John 14:1-6; Rev. 21:4 “Our Heavenly Home.” 
There are three instincts in all men. 

1) That there is a God. Psa. 14:1. 

2) That he is not right with God. 

3) That there is a hereafter. 


Facts about heaven: 


at 


Heaven is a real place not a condition. 

a) John 14:2 “I go to prepare a place for you.” 

b) Luke 24:39 The resurrection body will be a real body of flesh and bones. I Jn. 3:2. 

Heaven is a place of beauty. 

a) A little lad said—If the wrong side of heaven is so glorious what must the right 
side be like? 

b) The God who made the grand canyon is the builder of the New Jerusalem. 

Heaven will be a place of order and harmony. 

a) No discordant notes. 

b) No clashing colors. 

c) A place of music and song. 

Heaven is a roomy place. 

a) 1500 miles long, wide and high.—Consider the vastness of our universe. 

b) The Christ of Calvary is the Creator of this universe and the maker of heaven. 

Who will be in Heaven? 

a) God our .Father—Matthew 6:9. 

b) Jesus—Rev. 22:4 “And they shall see His face.” 

c) The angels will be there. 

d) The saints of God or every born again believer. 

Shall we know each other in Heaven? 

a) We know each other here. 

b) Peter knew Moses and Elijah on the mount of transfiguration. 

c) The rich man recognized Lazarus. Luke 16. 

The Bible describes Heaven’s negatives. Rev. 21:4. 

a) No more death—there will be no cemetaries in the new Jerusalem. 

b) All sorrow will be gone. 

c) Pain will be absent. 

d) There will be no tears. 

Heaven is a place of joy. 

a) Luke 15:10 There is joy in the presence of God over one sinner that repenteth.” 

b) There will be joy when all the saved shall gather together. 


Wednesday, December 14th 
8:30 The Young People’s Christmas program in charge of Mrs. Betty Yoder. 
‘2:00 p.m. Miss Irma Beitler 


Text: Romans 8:32—“He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us 


all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 


A little Southern girl of 8 years gave a half cup of coffee to a Missionary friend. When 
asked why, she replied that it was the thing she liked best. In the eyes of the Lord 
she gave a costly gift. 

God gave us His most priceless gift. No heavenly wealth could pay it. Only the 


= Cl 
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blood of Christ could pay the debt of redemption... 
I. God spared nothing that we might have His saving grace. 
a) Do we realize the full price of our redemption? The complete price was paid. 
II. He spared not in order that we might have a living faith. 
a) It is more than just forgiveness of sins. 
b) God is able to care for us in the details of daily living. 
c) This gives us courage and hope. We are not to be discouraged. 
d) This gives us a joy, a-resignation that adorns His will and which glorifies the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
III. He spared not His own Son in order that we might have a future glory. 
a) This divine fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ gives us an abundant entrance 
into the Heavenly Home—where we shall live eternally with Him. 
7:00 p.m. Rev. James Bertsche 
Subject: “The Power of Influence” Text: Joshua 24. 
Introduction: 
1) Evangelical missions today are fr aes by triple supports: 
a) Man everywhere in his natural state is lost. 
b) The only hope for salvation for man anywhere is Jesus Christ and Him cru- 
cified. 
c) The one link between a lost mankind and the redeeming Christ is the indi- 
vidual professing Christian. 
2) This places tremendous responsibility upon the individual; his walk; conduct; 
character; thetimony; in short, his influence. 
3) Joshua affords an ideal study in the effectiveness of influence. 
I. The Challenge of his God-Consciousness. 
a) vv. 2-4, he indicates God’s hand in Israel’s past history. 
b) vv.5-8 he indicates God’s hand in their own experiences. 
c) He attributes their preservation to the intervention of God. 
II. The Challenge of his Courageous Leadership. 
a) vv. 11-12 He reviews past battles in which God has given them the victory under 
his direction. 
b) It was thanks to his courage and vision of past days that they could unite as @ 
free and powerful nation. 
III. The Challenge of his Faith. 
a) v.11, He reviews their Ate on the banks of the Jordan, and the taking of the 
city of Jericho. 
b) - It was thanks to his unswerving faith in the promise of God that they moved 
through the land in face of great obstacles. 
IV. The Challenge of His Consecration. 
a) vv. 14-15 Joshua laid down his ultimatum to Israel, and completed it with his. 
personal re-affirmation of loyalty to God. 


Conclusion: v. 31 Israel remained true to God, and so strong was the influence of Joshua 
that even after his death, the generation which had known him remained true to: 
their vows. 

May we return to our posts of duty reminding ourselves that we may exert eternal 
infiuence upon those about us by maintaining an intimate, consecrated walk with 
Him. 
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FIELD STATISTICS FOR THE CONGO INLAND MISSION 
EVANGELISTIC Charlesville Mutena Nyanga Mukedi Tshikapa. 
DEPARTMENT 1948 1949 1948 1949 1948 1949 1948 1949 1949 

No. missionaries ... 10 10 8 8 5 6 5 9 
No. native 

helpers, deacons + 3 2 2 

Assist. pastors .... 3 2 0 0 3 3% 1 1 
No. church members 

beginning of year 5053 5,238 1,111 967 Otc bok 413 542 
Total no. added: 

BYE PADIS ocho 144 290 86 39 be ae At 124 57 295: 

By euery (38 aie. 16 8 3 if 

By confession ... 325 395 4 4 8 15 16 1 
Total no. deducted: 

BivorOeniy fn ens s. 42 52 11 8 a a 11 16 

By having moved 256 199 6 

By expulsion ........ 242 146 23 14 144 109 3 
Total no. members 

ent. of year... 5,238 5,469 967 998 (BYpS Yt: 542, 581 905: 
Children consecrated 77 49 51 30 12 9 28: 
Professing Christians 

awaiting baptism 648 500 400 400 1,191 1,768 1,347 608 509: 
Marriages celebrated 13 13 1 4 13 24 26 8 2 
Funeral conducted 42 52 64 58 7 8 52 28 12 
Station service 

attendance ............ 7 

Sunday morning ...... 690 668 aL 401 659 510 558 624 

Sunday School ... 600 650 321 401 630 641 by Al 587 590: 

Prayer meeting ... 110 75 226 341 495 358 217 162. 

Sunday evening .... 243 362 
Morning chapel ...... 35 45 211 284 266 285 149 170 
Christian Endeavor .... 174 321 391 389 243 362 
Orphans cared for ... 5 7 5 6 12 18 1 7 
Communities where word 

is given out regularly 
To. church offerings 152 106 106 O57) 109 119 52 47° 28 
Bible train. class: 23,420 58,372 2,008,040 2,905,165 35,695 44,145 2,741,015 4,437,919 1,714,150: 

Boys enrolled. ......-. 42 10 14 82 33 34 0 

Girls enrolled ...... 0 0 2 0 10 0 
Number completed 
curriculum on 2202510 1 Or qyane 0 0 
Aver. attendance .... 9 12 33 38 0 
AGRICULTURAL 
DEPARTMENT: 

Acres cultivated ... 15 10 6 5 50 50 90 80 
EDUCATIONAL 
DEPARTMENT: 

TOME 20 ee tek ee 12 12 116 305 135 £104 99 82 

CSIs TS teks inte ee 20 20 13 55 64 48 50 50 
Regional Schools ...... 10 10 0 0 8 8 5 6 
Rural Schools ............ 142 106 43 39 101 111 43 38 
Teachers in 

16 0 0 24 24 16 1Z 


Regional Schools .... 10 


. ae 
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Teachers in 


Rural Schools ........ 152 ~° 106 45 39 101 111 47 38 
Teachers in 

Station Schools ...... 24 24 e 12 23 15 18 13 
Av. school attendance 
Sta. primary school 566 636 158 239. 385 333 386 298 
Regional schools .... 600 750 0 0 360 320 226 236 
Rural. school 225 5,500 3,800 950 900 1919 1,756 506 436 
To. ave. attend. .... 6,666 5,186 1,103 1,139 2,664 2,409 1,118 970 
Graduations— 

Primary School .... 85 7D. 12 Pa 6 ee WAT 72 24 pai 
MEDICAL DEPT:: 
Native helpers .-......... Hf 10 4 ; 6 2 2 7 15 
New Cases treated 2,413 4,938. 3,327 4,701 6,482 8,167 4,869 10,556 
No. hospitalized ... 416 313 196 433 98 308 807 383 


Days hospitalization 3,008 1,995 1,417 2,988 2,031 1,537 72,630 4,666 
No. not hospitalized 1,997 1,125 1,015 1,725 6,384 7,859 5,643 10,173 
Days of treatment....19,392 30,564 23,250 29,748 36,906 38,927 235,300 87,133 


Operations.................... 

1) EW Ko) gee Ue ates een 0 0 0 0 99 

VST) yee 8 3 ed 245 124 127) 303°) ~170 572 73 
ODpstetricar s:.s.cm nt 285 

NORA ee alte 300 28 47 158 61 48 49 76 

AIDMOLN Ia | oe: .ee ae. eee 4 f 3 1 3 5 8 19 
Babies born alive...... 369 276 47 152, 60 52 52 89 
Microscopic exams.... 2,837 3,456 832 1,502 593 745 1,189 4.583 
Injections given .... 1,390 1,005 608 1,906 743 960 3,151 5,087 
No. of deaths .............. 4 5 11 20 11 10 17 29 
Babies registered at 

the baby clinic........ 86 98 90 208 Qe ep 316 356 
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Non - Missionary Is Non - Christian 


“foreign missions,” used to silence all thinking objectors in his audi- 
ences with this striking apologetic: 
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|. Every book in the New Testament was writ- 
ten by a foreign missionary. 

2. Every letter in the New Testament that was 
written to an individual was written to a convert of a 
foreign missionary. 

3. Every epistle in the New Testament that 
was written to a church was written to a foreign mis- 
sionary church. 





4. The disciples were eaten Christians first in a 
foreign missionary community. 

5. Of the twelve apostles chosen by Jesus, 
every apostle except one became a missionary. 

6. The only one among the twelve apostles 
who did not become a missionary became a traitor. 

7.. The problems which arose in the early 
church were largely questions of missionary proced- 
ure. 

8. According to the apostles, missionary serv- 

ice is the highest expression of Christian life. 





SLO NSD OOS 








PDFS FFF OFF NO LPP ODP OPPP_LPPIPPI PW @OPIIPIIPLIPII@ 


ic 


\ 
QQ GGL >G>B>22.>. >... 





















| 






The missionary cause is fairly well supplied with 
conductors. It does show a shortage of engineers, but it 
has an over supply of brake men. 
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Because They Prayed.... 


George Whitefield, the famous English evangelist, said, 
“O Lord, give me souls, or take my soul!” 

Henry Martyn, a missionary, cried as he knelt on In- 
dia’s coral strands, “Here let me burn out for God.” 

Thomas a Kempis, 13879-1471, said, “Give what Thou 
wilt, and how much Thou wilt, and when Thou wilt. Set me 
where Thou wilt and deal with me in all things as Thou 
wilt.” 

Dwight L. Moody implored, “Use me, then, my Saviour, 
for whatever purpose and in whatever way Thou mayest 
require. Here is my poor heart, an empty vessel, fill it with 
Thy grace.” 

Martin Luther prayed thus on the night preceding his 
appearance before the Diet of Worms: “Do Thou, my God, 
stand by me against all the world’s wisdom and reason, Oh, 
do it! Thou must do it. Stand by me, Thou true, eternal 
God!” 

John McKenzie prayed thus when as a young mission- 
ary candidate he knelt on the banks of the Lossie: “O Lord, 
send me to the darkest spot on earth!” . 

“Praying Hyde,” a missionary in India, pleaded, “Fa- 
ther, give me these souls, or I die.” 

Mrs. Comstock, a missionary in India, uttered this 
prayer of parting when she sent her children home: “Lord 
Jesus, I do this for Thee.”—Selected. 
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A special called meeting of the Con- 
go Inland Mission Board was held at 
the Carlock Mennonite Church, on 

Monday, July 
SPECIAL MEETING 10. The meet- 
CALLED ing was. de- 

Signed prin- 
cipally as an opportunity for ac- 
quaintance, fellowship and mutual 
conference between board members 
and the missionaries on furlough and 
prospective. Of the former group 
there were six,—Miss Erma Birky, 





Miss Lois Slagle, Rev. and Mrs. Roy - 


Yoder, and Rev. and Mrs. George 
Neufeld. Of the latter, there were al- 
so six,—Mr. and Mrs. Levi Keidel, 
who just finished their work at Bob 
Jones University; Mr. and Mrs. Allan 
Wiebe, who spent the past few years 
teaching in the Bible academy at 
Meade, Kansas, and will soon leave 
for their required year’s residence 
and study in Belgium; and Mr. and 
Mrs. Orlando Klassen (missionary 
candidates) also from Kansas. 


The morning session was given 
over principally to the missionaries 
to present to the Board the develop- 
ments in Congo as affecting the work 
of the mission and any special con- 
cerns they might have. In the after- 
noon the chief item of consideration 
was to what extent we may hope to 
cope with the strategic situation now 
confronting us in that emerging field, 


Many expressions of deep apprecia- 
tion for the privilege of having such a 
day together were expressed by both 
board members and missionaries. It 
did indeed help to make us mindful 
of the fact that “we are laborers to- 
gether with God,” some in their ap- 
pointed way and in their field, and 
others in their way and in their field. 
But whether this or that, let us ever 
be faithful in the work that is ours, 
that God may be able to give the in- 
crease, 


Sept.-Oct., 


Miss Fanny Schmallenberger and 
Mr. Ernest Yoder have arrived safely 
‘in the Congo, disembarking at Matadi 
on the west coast of Af- 
rica on July 7th. By this 
time, each are quite 
busily occupied with duties and re- 
sponsibilities at their respective sta- 
tion, Miss Fanny at Mutena for her 
third term of service, and Ernest 
Yoder for his first term, his prime 
objective being engaged in building 
on the new station, Banga. They will 
both need our whole-hearted interest 
and prayers. They are depending on 
us, who have sent them on, in His 
Name; dare we fail them in one re- 
gard? “We are workers together.” 


ARRIVED! 


*k kk & 


Miss Erma Birky and Mrs. Frank J, 
Enns sailed from New York on the S. 
S. Mahange, August 17th for the Con- 
go. Both are vet- 
e ran mission- 
aries. Miss Birky 
to take up her continued service at 
Mukedi Station, and Mrs. Enns goes 
back to the Nyanga Station to join 
her husband in service, after a two 
year furlough with their children in 
the States. Only those who have ex- 
perienced such an absence can know 
the meaning of real sacrifice. God 
has promised to reward even a cup of 
cold water in His Name, so all this 
will bear fruitage in the work of the 
Kingdom, 


To these, our workers, Congo 
Bound, is a delight and going home. 
To what extent are we giving our- 
selves in the phase of “together?” On- 


CONGO BOUND! 


ly to the extent of our sharing do we © 


dare to claim His promises and will 
we be able to say “here are we and 
those whom Thou has given us.” 
Many miles separate us, and yet, we 
may have a blessed mutual meeting- 
place daily, in prayer. It must be so, 
if we would be true to the last com- 
mand of the Cne we love most. “Go 
ye.” 
(Continued On page 22) 
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Letters from the Field 
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GREETINGS FROM MUTENA 
By Lodema Short 
Dear Friends, 

The month of May has marked the end 
of another rainy season and the beginning 
of the dry season. This is winter time in 
the Congo. We have winter while you have 
summer because we are on the other side 
of the equator in the other hemisphere. 
But you say, ‘““Winter in the Congo?”’ It is 
true that the days are very warm. It is not 
very pleasant to be out-of-doors in the ear- 
ly afternoon, But when you look around and 
see all the dead leaves on the ground and 
the bare trees and the dry grass, and then 
soon after midnight you wake up nearly 
freezing and have to pull up the warm 
covers, you realize that maybe, after all, 
you do have winter in the Congo. It is a 
dreary time, too. We no longer enjoy the 
gorgeous sunsets; the sun just goes down 
like a big ball of fire. The high grass is set 
on fire and the soot is always in the air 
and comes sifting into the house so that 
you never know the furniture has been 
dusted five minutes after you finish. For- 
tunately this soot is not dirty as is coal 
soot at home. 

The month of May has marked another 
close. This is the close of a life without 
Christ for many here at Mutena. A week 
of evangelistic services were held at which 
at least 200 responded to the evangelistic 
appeal. It was my privilege on various days 
to deal with children who came forward. 
I have never known greater joy than those 
times when I have been able to lead a child 
to confess his sins and invite the Lord 
Jesus to make His abode in his heart. Many 
did this very thing during the week of serv- 
ices. Much seed had been sown through the 
weeks in the children’s meetings held in 
the villages around here and then of course 
in the Sunday School. This was a time of 
harvest. 

Our evangelist is a rather interesting 
person. He came to us from the neighbor- 
ing Southern Presbyterian Mission. His 








entire time is spent in evangelistic effort. 
He has had a deep experience with the Lord 
which he attributes to light he received 
while reading some Christian litera- 
ture in English. He does not hesitate to 
witness wherever he goes, Even crossing 
the ferries he will step up to someone and 
say, ‘““‘Who is your Savior?” He is likely to 
get any kind of answer but whatever the 
answer may be, it gives him an approach 
to tell of the true Savior. He has appeal 
and initiative without show or ceremony. 
He plays his guitar, teaches simple catchy 
choruses, has a smile on his face, and gives 
forth the word simply. Various ones said, 
“He speaks right into our hearts.’? That is 
where we so often fail. Too often we do 
not come near to understanding the native 
heart and how to reach it. 


As usually is the case when we make a 
big attempt to win folks to the Lord, there 
are discouraging things that come. Such 
was the case with these meetings. 


Tshisungu Daniel, the evangelist, was to 
be here in two weeks and the wind had lift- 
ed the tshitanda which is our church and 
left it down flat. To some of us it 
appeared that the services would have to 
be called off. But everyone rallied to the 
cause. The chiefs of the community were 
called in and asked to cooperate by sending 
in men, to help. All the mission workmen 
were put on the job. Even the school chil- 
dren helped during their work time. The 
very little ones helped to clear away rub- 
bish and to carry in grass for the roof. 
The older ones did heavier work. Our na- 
tive assistanitt pastor who has much ad- 
ministrative ability volunteered to do the 
supervising of the building and things 
proceeded in such a way that our first serv- 
ice was held on schedule as planned. For 
the entire week which followed there was 
a meeting at 7:00 a. m. for everyone and 
then again at 4:30 in the afternoon. These 
may seem to be odd hours for revival meet- 
ings, but the folks out here do not like to 
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come out at night when there is no moon 
because it is very dark, 


May also marked the close of the first 


semester of school. Most of the children 
were getting tired of studies and sticking 
to such a close schedule that they wel- 
comed this month of vacation. Some went 
to their home villages. Others went to 
other places just to be on a journey. But in 
another two weeks we will be seeing them 
again. They. will as always come back, glad 
to be in class again after having been home 
and having told all about the affairs here 
at Mutena, what they have learned in 
school, church, etc. They probably had a 
lot of prestige back home because they 
had been in school while most of the folks 
they come back to have never “learned 
books.”’ We know: they have had lots of 
influence as they went to their homes. 
In many cases we know they have been 
witnesses. 


Do I need say again, “Please pray for 
us’? We are daily more and more con- 
scious that the time to work is now or 
else opportunities may be forever lost. 
We do thank God for the way the work 
is upheld from the lines at home. We have 
come, but that does not remove your re- 
sponsibility. 


AT THE PLACE OF PRAYER * 


There were only two or three of us 
Who came to the place of prayer; 

Came in the teeth of a driving storm, 
But for that we did not care; 

Since after our hymns of praise had risen, 
And our earnest prayers were said, 

The Master Himself was present there, 
And gave the living bread. 


We knew His look in our leader’s face 
So rapt and glad and free; 

We felt His touch when our heads were 

bowed, 

We heard His “Come to Me!” 

Nobody saw Him lift the latch, 
And none unbarred the door; 

But “peace” was His token to every heart, 
And how could we ask for more? 


—Margaret Sangster 


Sept.-Oct., 


TIME PASSES SO RAPIDLY IN 
WORK OF THE LORD 


By Irma Beitler 


THE 


Just 2 more weeks and I will have 
been at Charlesville 6 months! The time 
has gone so rapidly for there have been 
many new experiences. Many of the things 
will no doubt seem commonplace in the 
days to come and yet now -they seem so 
momentous largely because of their nov- 
elty—quinine and some malaria, boiled 
water to drink, mosquito and sand fly 
bites, a few sores, a new language 
to learn, a new people to understand and 
know, hot sun and tropical rains—all 
these and a few more are some of the 
things that make life interesting for the 
new missionary. Yet far above all those 
has been the consciousness of His pres- 
ence and help. “And when He putteth 
forth His own sheep He goeth before 
them.”’ 

April has been a busy month here at the 
station. Some of the folks had long neg- 
lected dental work to be done, so an 
appointment was made at Luebo for the 
first week in April. It was hoped that they 
would be back in 2 or 8 days, but they 
had much more extensive work than was 
first thought and the stay was lengthened 
to nearly 2 weeks. One of the ladies came 
back with 11 new fillings. Since their 
stay at Luebo was so extended it left 
only the Rockes, Miss Liechty and myself 
on the station for Easter. Easter was a 
never-to-be-forgotten day for me. A diffi- 
cult case at the maternity kept me up most 
of the night before, and I finally got 
settled around 3:30 a. m., only to be 
awakened again soon after 5:00 a. m. 
by the ringing of the first bell for our Sun- 
rise service. The service had been planned 
for a bit later than that but as the people 
began coming it was decided to ring the bell © 
and get the service started. I shall never 
forget the blessings of that early hour 
of worship with my native brethren, and 
the challenging message given by the 
native pastor who spoke of the victories 
of the empty tomb. 

We do praise God for the granting of the 
concessions both at Tshikapa and at Ban- 
ga. It will mean a scattering for the 
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Charlesville personnel, but we are happy 
for this privilege to go forward in His 
service. Mr. Graber has moved to Tshikapa 
to begin the work in earnest. At the pres- 
ent time Paul Toews is there being helper 
and “buddy” in a general way to Mr. 
Graber. There is much opposition for the 
territory is largely in the hands of the 
Catholics, but we are positive that the 
same Lord who made possible the grant- 
ing of the territory is able to give victory 
and blessing in the opening of the work. 

Besides his many other duties with 
the school, print shop and transport, Mr. 
Schnell has made several trips of a couple 
days’ duration to the Banga site in the 
endeavor to get a mud and stick dwelling 
house up. The Bashilele people are not too 
fond of work, and need a bit of encour- 
agement in order to do so, consequently 
not much is accomplished when the mis- 
Sionary is not on the job. Things pro- 
gress fairly well when someone is there 
to do a bit of “pushing,” but when the 
mission car leaves the place, they are in- 
clined to sit down and wait for the time 
when the white preacher comes again. We 
are looking forward to the time when 
the builder can come and there can be 
someone on the station at all times. Won’t 
you pray that this so needy a people will 
soon; have the message of salvation? 

Mr. Rocke has both hands full and more 
with the industrial and the evangelistic 
work. The new large school bui'ding will 
be a great asset to our work and a water 
system to bring the water from the spring 
to our homes will be an added comfort and 
saving in comparison to the many carriers 
we now use. However, just now they are 
big responsibilities, especially when they 
need to be speedily finished so that Glenn 
can be relieved to go out to the outstation 
work. 

The medical work is ever present. It 
takes no holidays or knows no vacations. 
We had a few over 150 “little ones” ar- 
rive since the first of the conference year. 
Just now we are trying to teach our med- 
ical boys a course in Anatomy and Trop- 
ical Pathology and Hygiene. They are 
eager to learn and a very interesting group 
to teach, but the course is in French, so we 
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must go just a bit slow. We are praying 
that they will profit by this knowledge and 
along with it catch a new vision of their 
privilege to witness to those who come 
for physical help. 


Besides tthe class for medical boys I’ve 
been teaching some French in School. I 
think my brain cells must be just a bit 
confused, for when I try to talk either 
French or Tshiluba I have-a mixture of the 
two and some English thrown in for good 
measure. I do thank the Lord for His faith- 
fulness and the good help that I have had 
in language study. Miss Guengerich has 
been busy with the Girls’ School and the 
Bible Institute, but she has consented to 
also give me grammar lessons. Along with 
those I have a native who is making a des- 
perate effort to ftteach me the correct 
tone qualities which seems to be the most 
difficult part and also the key to good 
pronunciation. 


A few Sundays ago we were privileged 
to have the state administrator and his wife 
and baby spend the afiternoon with us. We 
are always glad for these contacts, and 
thankful for the bit of French that we 
know. Last Sunday afternoon we went 
to return the visit and also stopped in to 
see some of the Forminier people. 


Right now Miss Friesen and I have been 
trying to do a bit of practical teaching. 
We have a pair of four month old twins 
who have been very ill. To add to their 
difficulties—during the time that they 
were so ill the mother was not too well 
herself and she felt so bad about the 
children that she refused to eat. Conse- 
quently, she had practically no milk for 
the babies. We tried to give them the 
bottle but they flatly refused, and just lay 
screaming. So we got some medicine drop- 
pers iand proceeded to drop milk and 
medicine into the noisy wide open mouths. 
They have both recovered, for which we 
are thankful, but the tiny one of the two 
still refuses the nipple and the taste of the 
Klim. He has nearly decided to taste it 
then realizes it is not what he expected 
and he lets us know the facts in no un- 
certain terms. I thought that I had had a 
thorough course in training as a nurse, 
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but I have had no lectures on*this partic- 
ular problem, I know. | 

In closing, may we leave with -you 
some prayer requests? 

1. Pray especially for the Tshikapa 
work and Mr. Graber as he is there 
trying to open the work now. 

2. The Banga work will be difficult 
and there will be disappointments 
and problems, for the people are 
primitive and the nucleus of Chris- 
tians to help get the work started is 


small. Yet God is able and there is | 


a great need among this people. 
Won’t you pray that these people 
may soon have the Gospel? 

3. Pray for our: evangelistic work, 
both here on the station and in the 
outstations. We are praying God 
to speed and then bless in the 
building program here on the sta- 
tion so that Mr. Rocke may be 
relieved to go out and do the itin- 
erating that so much needs to be 
done. 


4. We would ask your he!p in prayer 
for our medical work and its work- 
ers. Hundreds come to have their 
ugly sores treated and to find treat- 
ment for their many other ail- 
ments. We want to be faithful to 
point them to the Christ that can 
heal all the cankerous sores sin has 
lefit, and dispel the doubt and fear 
that surround this people. 

5. Last and most important, we ask 
that special prayer be made for a 
revival in the church and among 
the hundreds of school children 
here on the station. God has been 
faithful, but so many have their 
eyes on material gain and we 
sense a coldness that only God can 
warm by an outpouring of warmth 
in revival fires. 





“T have never heard anything about 
the resolutions of the apostles, but a great 
deal about their acts.”—Horace Mann. 


“God does not ask about our ability, or 
our inability, but our availability.” 
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HERE AT MUKEDI 
Monday, May 22, 1950 
This month has brought much change in 
the looks of our station. It is now the begin- 
ning of the dry season and we have had 
no rain for several weeks. The gardens look 
very bare and the native boys must carry 
water from the river for the few things we 
do have growing there. The view across 
the ravine is not so pretty now during the 
day. At night it is beautiful because of the 
numerous grass fires dotting the hill sides. 
If we use our imagination we imagine them 
to be well lighted American cities over 
there. 


We have been troubled with the native 
pigs and goats: which run freely on our 
station. They especially delight in retiring 
for the night on our verandas or in the 
chapel. While riding through Mukedi vil- 
lage the other day, we found the chief 
making a strong, beautiful, wooden fence. 
We asked hopefully if this fence might be 
to keep in the village animals but we soon 
learned that it was to be a private compound 
for him and his 13 wives. We are praying 
for him that he may become a true child of 
God as he has much influence among the 
natives here. 


Tomorrow Sprungers are leaving to go to 
the school at Lubondai. Charles will be 
graduating this year. We are looking for- 
ward to having the children home awhile 
during vacation. Charles expects to enter 
Bluffton College, this fall. 


Just now we are experiencing mid-term 
vacation here on the station. No sooner had 
the last bell been rung than groups of school 
boys started filing past our house with packs 
on their backs which contained their few 
possessions. They were singing gaily and 
looking forward to going back to their home 
villages to loaf for a few days just as much 
as any American School child would. Our 
school for training teachers of the higher 
grades has been discontinued for this year 
as the Belgian government wishes to have 
younger students in this school, so we have 
one less school here for the present. 


The building program and the medical are 
as active as ever. There is much work to be 
done in every department. Gospel teams 
composed of native leaders and missionaries 

(Continued on page 17) 
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FROM MORTON TO MUTENA 
Fanny A. Schmallenberger 


On Wednesday afternoon the 14th of 
June I left my home in Morton, Illinois to 
begin my long journey to Mutena. Mother, 
two sisters and a friend accompanied me to 
Chicago where I met Rev. and Mrs. C. E. 
Rediger. At 7:00 P.M., D.S.T., Rev. Mr. 
Rediger and I started for New York. 

The following day we had lunch in the 
great metropolis although we were late 
according to the schedule. We met Mr. 
Ernest Yoder, the new missionary for 
Banga Station, and the friend who accom- 
panied him to N. Y. 

Since our steamer was not leaving on 
the 16th we had a few extra days for busi- 
ness and sight-seeing. I enjoyed meeting 
Miss Elizabeth Foth once more and we had 
delightful fellowship around the dinner 
table. Then she took me down to Broadway 
so I could see her mission field. She walks 
up and down the streets carrying Scripture 
Placards and also reads them aloud. Some 
have been, converted. My heart was deeply 
moved as the throngs milled past us on 
their way ito eternal destruction. I had 
never seen anything quite like it. 

On Sunday morning, just before lunch, 
we boarded our steamer, the S. S. Lindi, and 
had our first meal on board. We learned 
that we could not sail before Monday 
morning. We had a good chat with Rev. C. 
E. Rediger and after he led us im devo- 
tions he left for his Hotel. Mr. E. Yoder’s 
friend had already gone so we were in- 
clined to feel a bit alone. 

There wasn’t anything to do so I went tto 
my cabin and begam ito unpack. I had a few 
steamer letters and naturally I read them. 
The weather was rather cool and very 
damp and things looked—and shall T say 
felt—a bit drab. 

Well, the boilers were finally okayed by 
the inspector and on Monday night around 
11:30 P. M. we started our journey to- 
wards the Congo. 

The Captain received orders to stop at 
Savannah, Ga., in order to load 500 tons of 
Pillsbury Flour. We rather enjoyed our 
visit to that port but the heat was terrific. 
The wharf could have been in the Congo as 
the many colored men working on the 
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docks gave the scene the African touch. 
I must admit that I rather enjoyed the 
picture. 

We were nine passengers. A missionary 
couple and their two boys going to F. E. 
Africa, two Belgian American business 
men going to the Congo to establish an ex- 
port business, an American woman going 
out to join her husband who is in the Con- 
sulate at Elizabethville, Mr. Ernest Yoder 
and myself. 

Since the weather was quite cool and the 
trade winds were blowing rather hard at 
times we did not spend too much time out 
on deck. 


I worked for over a week on my French 
lists for customs. Then I read in my spare 
time and followed the regular routine of a 
passenger. We enjoyed our afternoon Teas 
in the Dining Salon and had many fine 
chats together. 

Once in a while we noticed a few flying 
fish or porpoises. Near the Cape Verde Is- 
lands we saw a few sea gulls. 

Life-boat drills, watching a few ships 
pass by, and the Baptism at the Equator 
were diversions that took some of our time. 

The ceremonies at the equator kept us 
occupied for one afternoon. The three pas- 
sengers, who took part in the ceremonies 
were well treated in comparison with the 
sailors. I felt rather sorry for the crew as 
they had to accept to be tarred and put 
through a fifteen foot canvass tube with 
the hose turned on them. When Mr. Yoder 
was brought before the Bar of Justice he 
was accused of the crime of eating too 
much. He took his punishment along with 
the other passengers. but as far as his eat- 
ing was concerned there wasn’t much of a 
change. Pardon me, “Mr. Yoder.” 

On Sunday mornings we’ missionaries 
gathered in the dining salon for worship 
services and tthe other three passengers 
attended also. We were so happy that they 
came to worship with us. During the week 
we four missionaries had Prayer Meetings 
in one of our cabins and the Lord blessed us 
as we waited before Him. 

We had the opportunity of giving out 
several French New Testamenits and we 
pray that they might bring salvation and 
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blessing to those who have accepted them. 

As we neared the Congo we had a “‘swell 
time” with swells and the steamer did some 
maneuvers. However we kept all of our 
meals and even enjoyed the icecream the 
Captain made for us on the 4th of July. 

We left a few drums filled with acid at 
a small port about a mile from Matadi and 
at 2:00 P. M. on July 7th we docked at 
Matadi. 

We soon found our way to the Immigra- 
tion Office and the Swedish Mission. We 
had hoped to get off the steamer for the 
night but we could not stay at the Mission 
so we returned to our cabins and very re- 
luctantly began to unpack a few things 
that we needed for another night on board. 

We were so happy to meet Charles 
Sprunger on his way home to America. 

On Saturday morning around 9:00 A. 
M. our luggagie began to be taken out of 
the hold. Mr. Aldine, one of the Swedish 
missionaries, came to meet us and to help 
us through the customs. He was so gracious 
and we got our car cleared rather quickly 
because he did it for us. 


We had a nice quiet weekend at the 
Swedish Mission and we did appreciate the 
kindness of the missionaries there. The 
weather was very cool and that added much 
to our comfort. 

Mr. K. Aldine and Mr. E. Yoder were 
kind enough to take my remaining trunks 
through customs on Monday morning so 
I could take the train for Leopoldville. ac- 
cording to schedule. The trip was not as 
tiresome aS sometimes because the weather 
was more ideal. , 


Tuesday I was busy with shopping, tend- 
ing to business matters and visiting. I en- 
joyed tea with B.M.S. friends and in the 
evening I joined three other folk and to- 
gether we drove to ithe home of the C. P. 
C. Secretary. We enjoyed a lovely dinner 
and greatly appreciated the fine hospital- 
ity of our C. P. C. Secretary and his gra- 
cious wife. It was so cool that evening 
that we pulled up our chairs around the 
fireplace and really appreciated the fire. 

Wednesday morning I was taken to the 
airport by Mr. Lutete. I bought my ticket, 
weighed in, took care of my baggage and 


had breakfast. Then I waited and waited. 
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I had arrived at the airport before six 
o’clock and the plane was to have left at 
6:45 a.m. The motors were being repaired 
and we finally got off at 7:30. We arrived 
at Kikwit at 9:00 a.m. and while the plane 
was being refueled and the cargo unloaded 
I had a nice chat with Rev. R. Schnell. He 
was still waiting for Mr. Ernest Yoder who 
had been detained at Matadi in order to 
get: his driving license, 

About thirty minutes before we landed 
at Tshikapa we buckled our safety belts. 
We hit quite a number of air pockets so 
riding became a bit rough. However I 
really had a fine trip on the plane and en- 
joyed every moment of it. 

At eleven o’clock we came to a ‘dead stop 
right in front of tthe nice airstation at Tshi- 
kapa. I was happily surprised to see a num- 
ber of my co-workers waiting to welcome 
me. They were Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick 
and their two little girls, and Miss Mabel 
Sauder from Mutena, Rev A. D. Graber 
from Tshikapa, and Rev. H. Toews and 
Carol from Nyanga. There was a fine group 
of African leaders and friends waiting also 
and I appreciated seeing them. 

We drove out to our new Tshikapa Sta- 
tion and there met Mrs. H. Toews and 
Paul, who had been working there for 
sometime. Rev. A. Graber had a fine din- 
ner prepared for us and we greatly enjoyed 
it. and the fellowship we had together as 
servants of the Lord. 

Tshikapa made a few changes and I 
especially liked tthe fime new bridge over 
the Kasai River that was built and finished 
during my furlough. 

After doing some shopping and taking 
care of a few business matters we were 
soon on our way to Mutena. 

It was 5:30 P. M. when we arrived on 
the station iand I was soon greeted by Rev. 
and Mrs. Samuel Entz and Miss Lodema 
Short. I felt very much at home although 
many things had changed during my fur- 
lough in) America. 

The church bell was rung and a nice 
crowd of about two hundred Africans gath- 
ered around our verandah for a short 
service. 

I greatly appreciated hearing the Afri- 

(Continued on page 19) 
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MINUTE MEDITATIONS 


1956 
Real Christians guide, rather than 
decide. 
* * * 


Let your speech be better than silence, 
or be silent. 
* * * 
Next you pray, prav. 
* ke 


Character is a long standing habit. 
* * * 
The ‘‘in-fit’” of a missionary is much 
more important than the “out-fit.” 
* * * 
There are many cases of delayed adoles- 
cence. 
aoe pe 
“By thine own words thou art condemn- 
ed.”’ Bible. 
ne wee 
The most zealous worshipper of his 
maker, is the self-made man. 
x oe x 


Every experience of life is meaningful. 
* * * 

Yesterday Jesus loved me enough to 

save me; today He’s just the same. 
, eeiser. c# 

It seems as though some people “think’’ 
with their hearts and it seems as if some 
people don’t think. 

*k * * 

A milk diet supports life but it is inea- 

pable of imparting strength. 
* * * 

Many a one cylinder man, drives an 
eight cylinder car. 

* * x 

“Worldly pleasures trouble us in seeking 
them, do not satisfy us when possessing 
them and make us despair in losing them.”’ 

tet Te mre 

If you are honest and are carrying an 
honest load, you have no time for kicking. 

* * k 

Don’t pray for less grief but pray for 
more grace, 

* * * 


Most of us keep at least one eye on the 
temptation we are praying to be delivered 
from. 


Some vital things are learned only by 
the hard way, “mistakes.”’ 

ey sek GR 

There is something much more effec- 
tive than speech. k 

A sword pierced the very soul of Mary 
as she stood at the cross of her Holy Son. 

ok * *f 

Are you able to stand in the supreme 
hour, the crisis hour? 

*k * * 

Revenge or “I’ll get even’? may bring 
satisfaction but it will never bring happi- 
ness or blessing. 

* * sk 

The most wholesome value comes from 

doing whatever you do by doing it right. 
*k *k * 

By your own attitude and actions you 

may become a mere statistic. 
* * *k 

Our trouble is we try and do something 
before we are something. 

ee Tea ie 

Your ‘will’? is your whole self active. 
You will to do or not to do. 

* * * 

Your present conduct can be so thorough- 
ly Christian and elegantly pure that your 
past doesn’t matter. 


3K * ok 
The ill of ills is the lack of desire. 
* * PS 


‘Did you ever hear of an engine running 
on lukewarm water? 
BS * ok 
Are you a participant or a spectator? 
*k * oo 
A man that is too busy to pray is like 
the steamship that is too busy to stop and 
load up with coal. 
* * k & 
To remedy things, we must think more 
of the cause than the condition. 
* * oo 
Talking to men for God is a great need, 
but talking to God for men is paramount. 
The ways of “faith” may seem slow but 
they will come. 
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“The Lord hath done great things for us: 
whereof we are glad.” Ps. 126:3. | 

The greatest things that have happened 
in and through our lives have been accom- 
plished by the Lord, whereof we are glad. 
We are confident that this personal rejoic- 
ing in the Lord will ever be our spiritual 





Mr. and Mrs. Allan Wiebe, Ruth and Marilyn 


strength as we labor for Him in the Congo. 

Our first real contact with the Congo In- 
land Mission was made in Meade, Kansas, 
three years ago. Rev. Rediger presented 
the needs of the Belgian Congo field to our 
local church, as well as to the student body 
and teachers of Meade Bible Academy, 
where we were serving. We had had a vital 
interest in foreign missionary work for a 
number of years during our college and 
Bible Institute years, but somehow the 
Lord did not show: us our particular field 
until we started work in Meade. We clearly 
realized then, that our schooling had pre- 
pared us, at least in part, to do educational 
work in the Congo. We also knew very 
definitely that the Lord needed workers 
in the C I M with the preparation we had 
had. We trusted the Lord from that time 
on to lead us step by step in this matter, 
opening the doors for us, and giving us 
increased joy, aS we moved forward in that 
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direction. Today we rejoice because He 
has acknowledged our trust in Him, having 
never onice failed to show us the way, nor 
failed to give us joy to go forward. 

We recognize our insufficiency, but we 
believe also that “His strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” We want to go for- 
ward, depending not upon any personal, in- 
herent strength or power, but depending 
wholly upon the power of the Holy Spirit, 
for ‘it is God which worketh in us, both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure.”’ 

Our desire is to understand and do the 
will of the Lord inthe Congo. Our prayer is 
to understand more fully that ‘““He would 
have ALL MEN to be saved,” and that in- 
cludes the Congolese. We want you to have 
“confidence in us through the Lord.” This 
will mean for you to support us in earnest 
intercessory prayer, as the Spirit moves 
upon your heart to do so. “When we de- 
pend upon prayer, we get what only God 
can give.” 

Sincerely, 
Allan, Selma, Ruth, 
and Marilyn Wiebe. 


-MISSIONARIES ALL 

It was a Jew who brought the Gospel to 
Rome; a Roman who took it to France; a 
Frenchman who took it to Scandinavia; a 
Scandinavian who took it to Scotland; a 
Scotchman who evangelized Ireland; and an 
Irishman in turn made the missionary con- 
quest of Scotland. No people have ever re- 
ceived the Gospel except at the hands of an 
alien.—Selected. 


SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 


The danger isn’t in doubting your belief; 
but in believing your doubts. — William 
Ward Ayer. 


The worst agony I know is to lose Christ 
and then attempt to keep up the camouflage 
with an empty heart.—Gipsy Smith. 


The beginning of greatness is to be little, 

The increase of greatness is to be less— 

And the perfection of greatness is to be 
nothing.—D. L. Moody. 


A wrong that’s done can never be undone, 
be changed, or left off entirely.—Selected. 
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 


Inman, Kansas 
August 10, 1950 


Dear Ones in the Homeland, 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on thee; because he 
trusteth in thee.” Is. 26:3. Peace, what a 
wonderful word! It has been in the columns 
of newspapers, on the lips of thousands 
for ages. All mankind desire it. We are re- 
minded of how little outward peace there 
is in the world when we look iat Korea. But 
there is Peace, this perfect peace that God 
gives to His children. The people in Congo- 
land desire peace. They go to all sorts of 
trouble to secure it. They must go into 
great mourning for their dead, else the 
spirit of the departed returns to molest 
them and leaves them no peace. When a 
sub chief’s little child was very ill it was 
brought to the mission where with tender 
care and Christians’ prayers it was restored 
to health. A few months later a big dance 
was staged to honor the spirits that had 
made the child well. The sub chief wanted 
peace of mind so he had tto do this. But he 
and all others like him need peace of heart 
that only Jesus Christ can bring. 


The time has come for me to return to 
our home that has become very dear to us. 
It is exactly two years ago that my hus- 
band left after a year’s furlough here. I 
have enjoyed these two extra years with 
our children in a special way but I believe 
I shall also enjoy the work again in a more 
special way than ever before since I have 
been away from it So long. My prayer is 
that I may ever be faithful in doing what 
the Lord expects of me, in helping others 
to find peace of heart. May many more 











~~ 





COLLEGE OR CALVARY 


Lord Guthrie tells how he spent a Sun- 
day in London, hearing the great preachers, 
and could not remember a single sentence of 
the sermons; but he could never forget a 
sentence he heard the same Sunday morning 
as he passed an open-air meeting. It was 
uttered by a young fellow who said: “I 
have never been to college, but I have been 
to Calvary.”—The Evangelist. 
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open their hearts and let the Prince of 
Peace come in. 

Our two girls, Katherine and Ruth, 
are getting ready for college. They will 
be attending Taylor University in Upland, 
Indiana, Kathy as a senior and Ruth as a 
freshman. John is working in Topeka State 
Mental Hospital caring for and helping 
those unfortunate human beings who have 
lost their mental health. He is also attend- 
ing classes in Washburn University at the 
same time. 

Parting time is not an easy time but 
His grace is sufficient for every need. 

Yours in Christ’s blessed service, 
| Agnes Enns, 





I DIDN’T HAVE TIME 
Laura Niswonger 


I didn’t have time to be pleasant 

As I journeyed life’s path today; 

I didn’t have time to smile cheerfully 
To all whom I met on the way. 


I didn’t have time to speak a word 
To those who were in distress; 

I didn’t have time to drop a line 
And kind words of comfort express. 


I didn’t have time to meet God today 
For an early word of prayer. 

I didn’t have time to read His Word 
And of His blessings share. 


I didn’t have time to even think 

Of my prayer partner, hard at work 
Winning precious souls to Christ— 
They are never known to shirk. 


I didn’t have time to count the cost 

Of neglect and procrastination, 

And what that might mean to faithful ones 
At the Home Base Mission Station. 


I just lived my life unto myself, 

And did the things I enjoyed— 
Fussing around with the routine work, 
And my time fancy work employed. 


Oh, Lord, do forgive me this time, 
That my whole life may count for Thee, 
That when the great books are opened, 
Thou wilt lovingly smile upon me. 
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Of the African Church 

C. I. M. has had a work in Africa now 
for approximately forty years. These forty 
years represent a lot of things. In the home- 
land, they represent many a dollar invest- 
ed in the Lord’s work; many a sacrifice on 
the part of God’s people. They represent 
years of faithful service on the part of 
people with vision; many a missionary 
rally; many a missionary sermon; many a 
missionary offering. They represent many 
a missionary call—some of which have been 
heeded; some of which have been spurned. 
These years represent a tremendous vol- 
ume of faithful, persistent, effective inter- 
cessory prayer. 


On the field, these forty years represent 
lifetimes of consecrated missionary service. 
They represent scores of months of hard 
physical work; privation, sacrifice, disap- 
pointment, heartache, sickness and in some 
cases, death. They represent many a long 
day of sawing trees; making brick; chip- 
ping rock, carrying sand. They mean many 
a fatiguing day of trekking through the 
high bush; of fighting mosquitoes; of fever 
attacks. They represent many a medicine 
given; many a foul tropical sore cleansed, 
bound and healed; many a life saved. They 
represent long terms of tedious study; 
painstaking translation; careful teaching, 
faithful ministry. They represent many a 
lesson taught; many a siudent graduated; 
many a teacher evangelist prepared for 
service. They represent many a soul re- 
deemed; many a heathen adult turned 
from his life of pagan, sinful darkness; 
many a Congo youth turned from the 
threshold of such a life; many a child 
with his future before him turned to God. 
These forty years represent many a mes- 
sage; many an invitation; many a conver- 
sation about the camp fire; many a prayer 
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Wayside G limptes 


By Rev. James Bertsche 


during the small hours of the night. 

All this and much more do these forty 
years in Congo represent. Has it been 
worth it? To put it in the common parlance 
of the world, has it: paid off? Consider the 
following incident as an answer. Ngongo 
David is an African assistant pastor. He 
has a very large family with several young 
children. One day his wife falls gravely ill 
and ini a very short time she is at death’s 
door. Word is sped to other stations and 
the African Christians join with the mis- 
Sionaries in. concerted prayer for David’s 
wife. A few days pass and word is 
again received in the form of a personal 
letter to Rev. V. J. Sprunger. Following is 
a translation which is as literal as pos- 
sible: 

“Missionary Sha Nzamba (father of 
Charles) and Mama, Kina Kimbamba, 
(moither of Wilmer) and all our other 
children in your family; greetings; are you 
strong? (This is a very common expres- 
sion of greeting among the Bapende peo- 
ple; whereas you say, Hello, how are you, 
they ask if you are strong or if you have 
strength.) Today heart of mine is with 
very much rejoicing to write to you. Sha 
Nzamba, our God is a God of very much 
mercy; He truly hears. Because I prayed 
with the prayers of (joined in prayer with) 
other believers, He heard because of the 
sickness of my wife. She was truly almost 
dead. Missionary Sh’a Yone (father of 
John, Mr. Enns) and Mama Tangua (Miss 
Unrau) saw with their eyes. But now, she 


has a little strength and life. Oh Sh’a Nzam- | 
ba, because of this I give God and Jesus > 


Christ thanks (times and times. 

I have nothing to give Him—only thanks 
with my heart and to give myself to His 
work. She is sending greetings to you, to 
all your family and to our other mission- 
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aries. Thank you for your prayers.” 
Ngongo David, assistant pastor. 

Remember, this is the heartfelt expres- 
sion of an African who has had no Christian 
heritage—no Christian family background 
—no Christian society like you and we 
have enjoyed. But, one day, he was touch- 
ed by the Gospel; his life was changed; 
today he is giving himself to the reaching 
of his fellowmen for Christ. 

Have the costs and efforts of the past 
forty years been worth it’? 

Listen to this testimony of an African 
student who is preparing himself to be a 
teacher evangelist. Speaking of his ex- 
perience with God, he says: “One thing I 
know; once I was lost in sins, now I am 
saved by the blood of Jesus Christ. There- 
fore, I must make known the name of 
Jesus to the others who are in the darkness 
of the devil in order to draw them to 
Jesus. The Bible is a living thing for me. It 
must be a living thing for the others who 
are in the shadows.’’ 

Have the past forty years been “worth 
rt rials 

And listen to yet one other future 
teacher-evangelist. In speaking of the Word 
of God and his appreciation of it, he says: 
“The two most important things in the 
Bible for me are: God is love, and Jesus 
Christ died for me. I want to show to men 
the way of Salvation.” 

Has it been worth the past forty years 
of effort? 


Of African Life 

It is about mid-morning of an average 
week day. There is the usual bustle and 
going to and fro on the paths of the mis- 
sion station. There are the students going 
from class to work period, and others re- 
turning to class. There are the workmen 
going and coming with sand, gravel, bam- 
boos, rock, etc. There are the sick slowly 
making their way to the dispensary, or 
those suffering from sores going for their 
daily treatment. Then there are always 
the curious who come sauntering along the 
path, pausing to survey all that goes on, or 
perhaps a voyager who has chosen the path 
across the mission as the route by which 
to arrive at his destination. 

Suddenly our eye is attracted to two 


men making their way along the path. They 
are village men and between them they 
carry a folding chair suspended from a 
bamboo pole. In the chair is someone all 
bundled up in a blanket. What has happen- 
ed? Who is it? A palm nut cutter who has 
been injured in a fall? Someone gravely 
ill? Someone injured in a brawl? As we 
come nearer, the men have set the chair 
down and one of them draws back a corner 
of the blanket. There to our surprise is a 
mother cradling a set of twins in her arms. 
Immediately all is explained. 


Among the Bapende, there is a taboo 
which involves twins. Following native 
custom, the mother giving birth to twins is 
immediately placed on a rigorous diet of 
greens with an occasional banana or 
plantain. Upon such nourishment, the 
mother is obviously unable to nurse the 
new born babies adequately and sooner or 
later they die of hunger. Here was a vil- 
lage couple who though unchristian yet 
wanted to keep their babies bad enough 
that they resolved to quit their village and 
make their way to ithe mission where they 
would be beyond the jurisdiction of their 
relatives and their village taboos. 

They were given a place in the native 
village which adjoins the hospital and there 
the mother will stay with her babies until 
they are four or five months old. Had the 
mission and its influence not been here, 
the infant mortality rate of this area 
would likely have been augmented by 
two more. 


Of This and That 

Proper conduct in a Congo church serv- 
ice is not something just taken for granted. 
Not only is it expected but it is enforced! 

Let some youngster become an agitator 
and a source of commotion and the usher 
is quickly at his side administering a couple 
of good solid “thunks” of the nuckle to his 
skull. Usually this is a very effective ‘‘sed- 
ative.” However, if the offender persists 
in his mischief, he is unceremoniously and 
vigorously helped from his seat and shown 
the door. If it happens to be an adult who 
becomes talkative, the reaction is usually 
an appropriate frown from the usher ac- 
companied by a distinct “SHH.” If it 

(Continued on page 23) 
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MUTENA-GRAMS 


By Lois Slagle, R. N. 


Lois Slagle and the Neufelds Leave. 

At last all the suitcases and trunks were 
packed and all the personal goods that 
would be good for another term were put 
away stored in trunks and boxes. Then 
early one Thursday morning in March 
everyone at Mutena was up to bid Lois and 
the Neufelds farewell as they were starting 
on the first lap of their journey for their 
furlough at home. The last goodbyes were 
said at Tshikapa where they boarded the 
plane for Leopoldville. Our decreased staff 
was very happy for them that soon they 
would be seeing their loved ones, and our 
prayer is that not only may they experi- 
ence many blessings but that they may 
prove to be a means of blessing to many. 


They Tarried ... But Came 

School started the middle of January. 
Many of the boys who had left us at the 
end of the term tired of school and anxious 
to get back home, were back with eager, 
happy faces. But as the formalities of en- 
rollment proceeded it soon became a con- 
firmed fact that all the Badinga tribe down 
near the Angola border had failed to re- 
turn. What was the reason? i 

It was discovered that the fathers had 
refused for their children to come. One 
school boy from down there had died the 
previous term and another was sick. The 
natural conclusion was that Mutena was a 
dangerous place and all who would come 
would probably get sick and die. The boys 
followed their father’s word and stayed. 

The Mutena station staff was very un- 
happy about this. Their staying would 
mean that probably the only chance of 
their becoming Christians might be lost. So 
Mr. Dick and Mr. Entz made a special trip 
out there. They talked to the boys and they 
talked to their fathers. The fathers still 
said ‘“‘no’’ but the boys came. We thanked 
God for this victory but most of us hadn’t 
paused to think how much it really had 
meant to these boys. 

Just a fiew weeks ago we closed a series 
of evangelistic services. Tshisungu Daniel, 
a powerful native evangelist from the Pres- 


byterian Mission, brought the messages. In 
the Bible classes later on when the children 
were asked to tell what had impressed them 
most in these services, many remembered 
stories like the one where the lion ate 
someone’s ears. This was like Satan steal- 
ing our ears so we cannot: hear the Word. 
But one boy from the aforementioned tribe 
said, “I liked the story about Lot and how 
he was tempted to tarry with his loved 
ones. The angel lured him to leave and he 
left. We Badinga boys were like that. We 
stayed because our people wanted us to. 
But the missionary came and urged us to 
come to the mission to learn new and 


better things there. Our fathers still want- 


ed us to stay. It was so hard to leave. But 
we came, and now we are happy that we 
did.”’ 


Many of these boys accepted Christ as 
their own personal Saviour during the time 
of revival. Now: we believe they are being 
a testimony in their home villages during 
the few weeks of mid-year vacation. 


A Distinguished Visitor 

A few days ago we heard a lot of rhythm 
coming up the path. Often the school boys 
had come in like that, but, school was out 
and all of them had gone to their villages. 
Everyone’s curiosity was aroused. Pretty 
soon we saw a very quaint little carriage, 
all covered nicely with cream-colored 
madiba being carried in by native porters, 


- The Belgian flag was flying above. There 


was a whole retinue of attendants—one to 
carry the folding chair so that the celebrity 
could sit when he arrived and wouldn’t 
have to squat on the ground as do the 
natives, a police and another personal 
attendant behind on bicycles, and others 
who were there just to be a part of the pro- 
cession. It, was impossible to see who was 
in the carriage as it approached, but the 
black feet hanging down below the white 
skirt made it quite evident that some 
native chief was coming to see us. 


When they arrived at the carpenter shop 
where Mr. Dick and Mr. Entz were getting 
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the native workmen started in the after- 
noon tasks, the body guard got off and 
blew a few blasts on his native-made brass 
trumpet. This Bashioke chief was on his 
way to a meeting where they would settle 
some native palavers. After the greetings 
they again proceeded on their way. 


Our Church Goes Down. 


It was one of those last rains that come 
at the beginning of the dry season. The 
Sky suddenly got rather dark, the lightning 
flashed, and the thunder rumbled in the 
heavens. It was evident that we were to 
have one of those heavy tropical rains. We 
dismissed school so that the children would 
have a chance to get to the village without 
being caught. in the rain. But Mabel’s Bible 
class over in the church must have been 
very interesting that day. They didn’t dis- 
miss immediately. When they saw they 
would be caught in the rain regardless, 
they asked if they might stay and ask 
questions. Mabel agreed but she didn’t 
get to answer any questions. The rain be- 
gan falling in torrents. Then a sudden wind 
came up. No one seems to know exactly 
what happened, but they ran for tthe side 
entrance and many of them got out before 
the big grass-roofed tshitanda went down 
flat. Only at the front entrance ithe poles 
continued to stand and support the roof. 
Help was called at once and those who 
were pinned under the big poles and tim- 
bers were gotten out. One fellow was 
crouched behind the pulpit. He said only 
the pulpit saved his life. It is nothing short 
of a miracle that. no one was killed. There 
was onie broken arm and several bruises. 
Again we are very conscious of God’s pro- 
tection over us. 


More Storm 


In the past the exciting experiences 
in the Congo have been drawn from experi- 
ences with driver ants, snakes or other 
animals. But the other night when all of us 
were gathered at the Dicks waiting the 
arrival of our weekly mail, we experienced 
another type of excitement. 


Mr. Dick went out to talk to a native 
who had come to the house. We hardly 
knew how to imterpret his words when he 
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re-entered the house. He merely said, ‘‘The 
war is on.’”’ He had just been informed by 
the assistant pastor that the men in the 
village were arming themselves with guns 
and knives and clubs and were going down 
to the Lubembe River to meet the chief of 
another tribe and his men who were com- 
ing armed to take the territory away from 
our chief. The pastor had tried to stop 
them but it was all to no avail and some- 
one was certain to be killed. 


In a few more minutes there was noise 
cutside the house. Some of the village men 
had come with their guns and knives and the 
others had what looked like a poor excuse 
for a golf club. Besides all this they ap- 
peared to be well armed with anger. It was 
quite evident that something would happen 
if they were not stopped. So Mr. Dick 
quietly went out and asked them to put 
down their arms and stay at home. Then, he 
would go out and see, what could be done 
about those who were coming to fight 
them. They were quick to agree with him. 
It was evident that they didn’t have as much 
nerve as all their noise would suggest. 
Their way of settling things is not by 
force. They would rather call a big meeting 
and let the judges make the decisions after 
each side has been eloquently presented. 


Mr. Dick and Mr. Entz got in the car 
and went out to meet the enemy whom 
they met not far down the road. They 
were willing to listen to reason for the 
time being, but the hatred, greed, and 
jealousy are not finished. The case has 
been turned over to the State. We are 
praying that the Lord may bring to pass 
some good from this difficulty. 





HERE AT MUKEDI 
(Continued from page 8) 
go out into the villages each Sunday morn- 
ing. We have been pleased with the good 
reports which they bring back. We are 
hoping soon to have a permanent stone 
chapel at Mukedi to replace the mud and 
stick one in which we now worship. Won't 
you help us pray that this might be made 
possible? 
Sincerely in His service, 
Mukedi Correspondent. 
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TRIP THROUGH THE BATSHOKE 
TERRITORY AND PART OF THE 
BAMPENDE TERRITORY > 


Early Monday morning, March 27, 1950, 
we, that is, Paul and I, an assistant pastor, 
and our African cook, loaded the car and 
started out. We took bedding, clothes, and 
food for two and a half weeks. The road 
is fair as Congo roads go. After traveling 
for about 35 miles, we came to our first 
village. We held a service and inspected 
the school. The chief of the village came 
forward to accept Christ as his Savior. 

We traveled to the next village; told 
them to get ready aS we were coming back. 
Then we went to the third village. The 


teacher was not there, so we held a service 


and returned to the second village; examin- 
ed thhe school and held a service. We slept 
in a naitive hut and held the regional meet- 
ing on Tuesday morning, consisting of the 
people from these three villages. Among 
those who came forward to accept Christ 
was Chief Mitshimitshi. He is the “Big 
Shot”? of the Batshoke tribe. He is the head 
of the native court and collects all the 
taxes for the State in his territory. 


We went to the school where the teacher 
was missing yesterday: examined the school, 
had a “Musa a Pende” dinner and went on 
to the village of Shambuanda. There we 
unloaded our stuff at the State House and 
went on to visit two more villages that 
afternoon. Wednesday morning we had the 
regional meeting for this territory. At 
these regional meetings we first have an 


evangelistic meeting for all present. Then © 


we have a testimony meeting for Chris- 
tians only, and finally end by having a com- 
munion service with the church members. 
At this regional meeting among those who 
came forward to accept Christ was one of 
the State Police. 


We ate a hurried dinner and went on to 
Tshitepa, visiting one school and holding a 
service on the way. Here six big men came 
forward to accept Christ, two of them 
being chiefs. We slept at the state house 
there two nights. On Thursday we visited 
three villages, examining the schools and 
holding @ service in each village. Friday 
morning we had the regional meeting for 
this section. 
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In the afternoon we traveled over rather 
rough roads, getting stuck in the sand 
once. We arrived at Saakaugolo village. We 
held a service in this and a neighboring 
village and examined the schools. For two 
nights we again slept in a native hut. On 
Saturday morning we paid a visit to the 
State doctor who happened to be in the 
territory. He invited us for Sunday dinner. 
We examined four schools yet that day and 
held a service in each village. We also set- 
tled a big stealing affair. 

.On Sunday morning we had the regional 
meeting for this section and got through 
just in time to keep our appointment with 
the doctor. He speaks English quite well and 
is a great talker. We had a good time and a 
big dinner with him. As soon as we were 
finished with dinner, we proceeded on to 
Negulungu Regional School. The roads were 
terrible but we managed to get through 
and go stuck in the sand only once. 

On Monday and Tuesday we held serv- 
ices in four villages and visited three 
schools. One is the regional school which 
takes ia good half day to examine. On Wed- 
nesday we had our regional meeting with 
529 people present. A number came for- 
ward tto aceept Christ. 

Thursday morning we started out with 
high hopes, but our hopes were soon shat- 
tered as we got terribly stuck in a mud 
hole. We called for help from the nearest 
village. After about an hour some help 
came. There were 14 men pushing, and we 
had to exert all the strength we had before 
we finally got out. We visited five villages 
this day with a service and examining of 
school in, each. For dinner we just ate a 
roll and drank some water and we were 
off again. 

About 4:30 p.m. we came to the Tobi 
River. The doctor had warned us not to 
venture across on that ferry as our car was 
too heavy. We unloaded everything and 
drove on the ferry. It looked bad 
enough but we ventured across. The water 
came within one inch of the top of one of 
the boats. Paul went across with the car 
while the assistant: pastor and I stood on 
the bank praying. After quite a bit of dif- 
ficulty and danger, Paul finally drove off 
of the ferry on the opposite shore. Our 
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hearts were filled with gratitude and praise 
‘to our Heavenly Father, and we breathed 
a prayer of thanksgiving all the time we 
erossed over. 

We again loaded the car and drove several 
miles to a village where we have a teacher. 
They gave us a native hut to sleep in, but 
it was not waterproof, so we had to sit up 
part of the night to keep our bedding from 
getting wet. We were so tired that we 
could hardly go to sleep. We managed 
somehow to get some sleep after all. 

In the morning we held a service, examin- 
ed the school, and were off again. One more 
village and then we crossed the Teteji Riv- 
er. The hill on this side is so steep that we 
got stuck. It is so wet that the wheels slip. 
But with backing up and pushing for all 
we were worth we finally got to the top of 
the hill. We visited three more villages on 
this side of the Teteji River and landed late 
in the afternoon at the regional school of 
Tshingila. We were so dead tired that we 
decided to take it a little easier on Saturday. 
Most of Saturday afternoon was taken up in 
trying to settle an adultery affair. 

Sunday morning dawned bright and clear. 
We had a nice day for our regional meeting 
and hed an attendance of 1,024. A number 
came forward to accept Christ. Our meet- 
ings lasted until about two o’clock and we 
were quite ready to sit down at the dinner 
table and rest a while. 

Monday morning we held services in two 
villages and examined the schools. In the 
afternoon we sat three hours examining the 
regional school. Tuesday morning we arriv- 
ed at Nyanga about nine o’clock. We were 
plenty tired, but happy in the fact that we 
had the privilege of pointing 86 precious 
souls to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We had traveled about 300 miles over 
Congo roads, which is quite a distance con- 
sidering the roads we had. Often we had to 
stop and pull the grass out of the screen in 
front of the radiator 2s it clogged the screen 
up so as to prevent the air from coming 
through properly and the motor got very 
hot. Often the grass is taller than the top 
of tthe hood. 

Paul did all of the driving on this trip. 
What a relief it is after speaking five or six 
times a day not to have to worry about the 
driving. In fact, on these trips Paul takes 
entire care of the car so that I can devote 
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my entire time and strength to the services. 
Besides that he also plays his harmonica in 
all of the villages, which is a great attrac- 
tion. Paul handles the car better than I can 
and is a very careful driver. 

Please pray for these 86 souls that they 
may prove true to the Lord. Most of them 
are of the Batshoke tribe but some are of 
the Bampende tribe. They need your pray- 
ers. 

Wishing you God’s richest blessings in 
your work. 

Yours for the lost in Africa, 
Henry A. Toews. 


FROM MORTON TO MUTENA 
(Continued from page 10) 


cans sing so heartily, ‘‘Glory to His Name.” 
The assistant pastor gave me a very nice 
welcome speech and one of ithe other lead- 
ers prayed. Then I responded. The Afri- 
cans were very pleased as I brought them 
the greetings from our American Churches 
and told them how the Christians were 
praying for them. I was’ impressed 
with tthe fact that all of the Christians 
realized that God had been with them and 
with me and He answered our prayers con- 
cerning my return. 


Miss Lodema Short had a nice dinner 
prepared for the entire station staff and 
it seemed so nice to be back home again. I 
enjoyed the meal so very much and also 
the fellowship of my co-workers. 


From Morton to Mutena is a long trip. 
I want to thank God for His help and 
guidance. I arrived at our station accord- 
ing to schedule in spite of delays and hin- 
drances. God is able. I am now ready to 
take up my responsibilities and with God’s 
help and grace I want to be my best for 
Him. 

Thank you, kind friends, for your pray- 
ers. They have followed me all the way 
from Morton to Mutena. 


John Wesley said: ‘I am determined to 
run nobody down but the devil; and nobody 
up but Christ.” This is a safe program for 
all of us. 
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ITINERATING AMONG THE 
BASHIELELE 


At the village of Ilolo, we found a strong 
teacher, who is trying to break down the 
heathen customs which are carried on be- 
hind the Bamboo Fence. The Africans in this 
tribe always build Bamboo fences around 
their huts and around the entire villages. 
When one gets inside of one of these fences 
one cannot always find his way out again. It 
is best to take an African along to guide one 
through the village. About the only trees 
that are in these enclosures are banana trees 
or rafia palms. 

Toward evening, we heard loud wailing 
near the village and found a group of 


mourners gathered outside of the village. 


Most of the relatives were seated on the 
ground near the reclining corpse and were 
increasing or decreasing the volume of wail- 
ing according to things which distracted 
them. They said that the medicine had not 
agreed with him, so they had taken him out- 
side of the Bamboo Fence, to die. 

To give the mosquitoes less opportunity 
to seek their prey, we retired early in the 
evening. After some time, there was a knock 
at the door, and our African helper said that 
someone had come to accept Christ. We went 
out with our flashlights and found quite a 
group of people there. The teacher’s wife 
had come with a woman who wanted to ac- 
cept Christ and a group of men who wanted 
to confess their sins. We lit the lantern and 
went to talk to them. The teacher’s wife 
had also brought a chicken for us as a 
present. However, we politely declined the 
present. 


The next day we went to the village of 
Malanga where there was a teacher named 
Maimbi. Slowly the Bashielele made their 
way out of their village. By and by the 
Chief Malanga, appeared. He had had a col- 
lision with a car less than a week before. 
Our African leader reminded him, that his 
life had been spared and that this was his 
opportunity to accept Christ. When the 
invitation was given, he was among those 
who wanted to accept Christ. 


Wednesday dawned bright and early. We 
folded our cots and blankets, and packed 
our chop box and then Mr. Toews drove out 
to the Regional Meeting at the village of 
Ngulungu. It took some time before the 
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groups from the various villages appeared. 
The service was to be held in the fresh- 
air and fresh-sunshine school house. Just the 
skeleton of the school house was up. The 
mud had not been put on the walls and the 
bamboo had not been put on the roof. Some 
palm fronds had been placed on the roof, 
but they were scarcely enough protection 
from the tropical sun. Shade was on a 
premium in that village. 


Streams of Africans appeared. Their skin 
had suddenly become red overnight, due to 
excessive use of camwood. A few groups ap- 
peared dressed in make-shift shirts and 
short trousers. There were over four hun- 
dred present when the program started, with 
special songs. It seemed incongruous to see a 
group of Africans, only one of whom was 
dressed, sing “Pause At His Feet For a 
Moment of Prayer.” One big husky fellow 
had several long bird tail feathers standing 
straight up from his ring of matted, reddish 
hair. His chest, arms, face and legs were red 
with camwood. His loin cloth was sticky 
with palm oil and “miseke.” He was vigor- 
ous in his song of praise, as well as the 
rest of the group. At the close of the service 
there were twenty-one who wanted to re- 
ceive Christ as their Saviour. 

: Mary Toews. 


A DANGEROUS HABIT 
Charles E. Jefferson 


The faultfinding habit is a bad one. It is 
easily acquired and not readily broken. We 
live in an imperfect world. Everything is 
flawed and defective. Institutions all blun- 
der and fall short of the ideal. Persons are 
all erring creatures and their faults give us 
offense, but one should not pay too much at- 
tention to the faults of others, or to the de- 
fects of the world in which he lives. 

He may become a chronic faultfinder, and 
in that case he will become a grumbler. If 
he is not careful, he will degenerate into a 
growler. If he growls long enough, he will 
become a cynic, of no account, either to him- 
self or to anyone else. He is a nuisance and 
a stumbling block. He did not intend at the 
start to become a cynic. He began by find- 
ing fault, and the habit grew on him until 
his mind became twisted and his heart sour. 

—Selected. 
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ARE MISSIONARIES UNBALANCED? 

Are missionaries unbalanced? Of course 
they are! I’m one of them. I ought to know. 

A missionary probably began as an ordi- 
nary person. He dressed like other people, 
and liked to play tennis and listen to good 
music. 


But even before leaving for the field he 
became “different.” Admired by some and 
pitied by others, he was known es one who 
was leaving parents, prospects, end home 
for—a vision. Well, at least, that sounded 
visionary. 

Now that he’s come home again he’s even 
more different. To him some things—seem- 
ingly big things—just don’t seem important. 
Even the World Series or the Davis Cup 
matches don’t stir him much. Apparently 
he doesn’t see things as do other people. The 
chance of a lifetime—to meet Toscanini per- 
sonally—seems to leave him cold. It makes 
you want to ask where he has been. 


Well, where has he been? Where the con- 
flict with evil is open and intense. Where 
there is a fight, not a fashion. Where clothes 
don’t matter, for there’s little time to see 
them. Where people are dying for help he 
might give, most of them not even knowing 
he has the help. Where the sun means 120 in 
the shade, and he can’t spend his time in 
the shade! 


. Not only space but time too seems to have 
passed him by. When you talk about jive 
he looks puzzled. When you mention Duke 
Ellington he asks who he is. You wonder 
how long he’s been away. 


All right, how long has he been away? 
Long enough for thirty million people to go 
into eternity without Christ, with no chance 
to hear the Gospel. Some of them went 
right before his eyes—when that flimsy river 
boat turned over — when that epidemic of 
cholera struck—when that Hindu-Moslem 
riot broke out. 


How long has he been gone? Long enough 
to have two sieges of amoebic dysentery; to 
nurse his wife through repeated attacks of 
malaria; to get the news of his mother’s 
death before he knew that she was sick. 


How long? Long enough to see a few out- 
cast men and women turn to Christ. To see 
them drink in the Bible teaching he gave 
them. Long enough to struggle and suffer 
with them through the persecution that de- 
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veloped from non-Christian relatives. To 
see them grow into a stable band of believ- 
ers, conducting their own worship, and de- 
velop into an indigenous church that is tell- 
ing on the community. 

Yes, he’s been away a long time. 

So, he’s different; but unnecessarily so it 
seems. At least, since he’s in this country 
now, he could pay more attention to his 
clothes and to what is going on around the 
country. He could have more time for rec- 
reation and social life. 

Of course he could. 

But he can’t forget—at least most of the 
time—that the price of a new suit would buy 
3200 Gospels; that while an American spends 
one day in business, 5000 Indians, Chinese, or 
Africans go into eternity without Christ. 

So, when a missionary comes to your 
church or your chapter, remember that he 
is likely to be different. If he stumbles for 
a word now and then, he may have been 
speaking a foreign tongue almost exclusively 
for seven years and is possibly very fluent 
in it. If he isn’t the orator you want, he 
may not have had a chance to speak English 
from a pulpit for a while. He may be elo- 
quent on the street of an Indian bazaar or an 
African market. 


If he doesn’t seem to warm up as quickly 
as you want, or if he seems less approach- 
able than the youth evangelist or the col- 
lege professor you heard last week, remem- 
ber he’s been under a radically different so- 
cial system since before you started at high 
school, college, or business. Maybe he just 
forgot to brush up on Emily Post. 


Yes, the missionary is unbalanced. 
But by whose scales? Yours or God’s? 
—Dr. T. Norton Sterrett. 


TOO YOUNG 

A new missionary on the foreign field was 
examining some candidates for baptism. He 
had examined all except one and found their 
answers to his questions satisfactory. He 
looked at the last candidate doubtfully and 
suggested that as he was so young, he should 
wait awhile before coming into the church. 
Immediately the others protested, “Why, he 
-was the one who led us to the Lord!’—Sun- 
day School Times. 
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THE HYMN OF LOVE 

(The following passage gives the practical 
application of I Cor. 13 and was read at the 
Prayer Session at an Indian language school 
by the student who wrote it.) 

“If I have the language ever so perfectly 
and speak like a pundit, and have not the 
love that grips the heart, I am nothing. If I 
have decorations and diplomas and am pro- 
ficient in up-to-date methods, and have not 
the touch of understanding love, I am noth- 
ing. 

“If I am able to worst my opponents in 
argument so as to make fools of them, and 
have not the wooing note, I am nothing. If 
I have all faith and great ideals and magni- 
ficent plans and wonderful visions, and 
have not the love that sweats and bleeds 
and weeps and prays and pleads, I am noth- 
ing. 

“Tf I surrender all prospects, and leaving 
home and friends and comforts, give myself 
to the showy sacrifice of a missionary career, 
and turn sour and selfish amid the daily an- 
noyances and personal slights of a mission- 
ary life, and though I give my body to be 
consumed in the heat and sweat and mildew 
of India, and have not the love that yields 
its rights, its coveted leisure, its pet plans, I 
am nothing, NOTHING. Virtue has ceased 
to go out of me. 

“If I can heal all manner of sickness and 
disease, but wound hearts and hurt feelings 
for want of love that is kind, I am nothing. 
If*I write books and publish articles that 
set the world agape, and fail to transcribe 
that Word of the cross in the language of 
love, I am nothing. Worse, I may be com- 
petent, busy, fussy, punctilious, and well- 
equipped, but—like the Church at Laodicea 
—nauseating to Christ.”—Selected. 


EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 4) 

Rev. and Mrs. Allan Wiebe and 
daughters, Ruth Elaine, and Marilyn 
Jane, sailed from New York, August 

15th, on the S. S. “The 
ON TO New Amsterdam” en 
BRUXELLS route to Bruxells, Bel- 

gium. The Wiebes both 
hold a teacher’s license and will take 
up the Colonial Course of study for 
teachers, complying with the pre- 
scribed course for teachers by the 


Beigian Government. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wiebe’s home address has been at 
Meade, Kansas. Quote “Our joy has 
increased esch day, even though 
many have been rushed and full of 
duties and assignments. We are de- 
lighted te be on our way.” After 
months of hard work in studies and 


exams, they leave for the Congo with 


but one purpose; to do the whole Will 
of God and give the Gospel of good 
news to those who were born and 
reared in heathen environment. Do 
you feel the tug of all of this at your 
heart-strings? The Lord has answer- 
ed prayer in sending them to us; He 
has planned to use us as “channels 
only.” Will we let Him have His way? 
May it never again be sensed and 
said of us as has been, “I fear our 
home folks are saying prayers for us. 
Let us really pray! All else will then 
be incident to the needs of our mis- 
sionaries. AD og, A: 

Some time during the month of 
July, in our home office of Congo In- 
land Mission, we received such a let- 

ter that would war- 
ANOTHER rant to humble. the 
CHALLENGE very best in us. 

Charles, oldest son of 
Rev. and Mrs. Vernon J. Sprunger 
in the Congo, had arrived in the 
States to take up his college work 
this fall. On Mother’s Day, the family 
went off together. Charles wrote, 
“None of us spoke too much that 
day.” He left for the U.S.A., and they 
left for the Mukedi Station. Days 
passed and the miles between grew 
to be many. After he had arrived in 
the States, he wrote, “Already I feel 
that I want to get the most out of all 
this that I may return to the Congo 
and give my best for the Lord’s work 
there.” A young man with all the pos- 
sibilities of life ahead of him?? — 
Missionary work with such zeal and 
decision will be a joy to the individu- 
al and a praise to our Heavenly Fa- 
ther! He needs our prayers and sup- 
port and so does the family. Charles 
will be at home with his uncle at 
Ada, Ohio, a brother to Rev. V. J. 
Sprunger. 


Sept.-Oct., 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
Receipts for months of April, May, June 
and July, 1950, from Central, E.M.C., E.M.B., 
and General Mennonite Conferences. 
Central 





Missionary Allowances. ............-..2:.--.---- $2498.68 
sre el SLO ier i strlen ommie. Th 255.00 
LOE kG PC Ly 2 SMR Sse a RMR AO Ae Pee 78.90 
Creer al sees. |: pe EE OS See, Doe Se 3438.02 
ASOT RMU “od BS SSI OER aE 6 EL Ae 253.00 
Special 
ci Oe Ue nly eae at: 2a ae ee : Me 140.00 
Automobile—Charlesville _.........2.... 1673.10 
Bible & Christian Literature Fund 145.00 
Organ—Charlesville  .......00002...2-,.....--- 75.00 
Missionary Dwelling—Tshikapa ...... 950.00 
Persaiial TOP Hon Oar Y OOCL) o2.2te. td 75.00 
Personal tor sh. Fe schnell) ic ees 31.50 
Per eM COL ater eater at $9613.20 
E. M. C. 
Missionary Allowances 2-.0.40.02-):c0... $3050.00 
SOOPER same OS ey ca Went, 2 es tk dandlnat abe 230.80 
Cet Ree A. geet tks cea, eh ase 549.19 
peda acl sre ll!) 1 ARS UAE 4 MODs 2 aA hed te a ee 6516.50 
At ISVS Cee VEIT LITUS: thee ots. rect. siantior ods 356.93 
RPC CU ON a i ts We) wae eee ae ee 45.00 
Bere tay ee ire eo Se 160.00 
Special 
He enion ee ee ee 985.00 
Missionary Dwelling—Tshikapa ...... 495.72 
Bible and Christian Literature Fund 861.85 
Station Children—Congo .................. 20.82 
Dominican Republic 
CITT late el ere ee Lh eb De 686.86 
Abie Le PN Ee SRE Mh aca ime Oe $13,958.67 
E. M. B. 
Missionary Allowances ..2......002....c0.. $1117.68 
Cee sary UO SeL. A ee es 1012.00 
RASUTANCCARTCIUIMS 605s pies ccc tonadane 171.00 
LEG TECE +12) 4)5) ae eae PUT eh see 850.00 
Personal for Kornelia Unrau ............. 20.00 
BSR NC aU NaN 8 Ba MES Ae ei Dees: $3170.68 
General Mennonite Conference 
Missionary Allowance .............. hee, $3969.31 
POV AP TSC Gl Ee ee et ok a 166.50 
Operating Budget ........:... Ee) cae 1387.00 
Treur ree), Premiums 0% 000). eude. 680.65 
PaSsapes ti Ret upeeraee ieee o 1550.16 
OECTA comers cae ae lel cael 182.94 
Personal—Rev. V. J. Sprunger ............ 50.00 
Personal—Miss Anna H. Quiring ...... 37.78 
Personal—Miss Tina Quiring .............. 37.78 
Personal—Rev. FJ BENS e.nccccccescosevisvccs 11.00 


Personal—Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Entz 11.00 
Special 


Bible & Christian Literature Fund 5.00 


POpg atch: Cijy. 0 ahem ee Sanaa U. ibe Maar wad aces 50.00 
Ghee Cr@Nreral',)./27 7 SOUbieys 22 oes $8139.12 


Other than Central, E.M.C., E.M.B., and 
General Mennonite Conference: 


Missionary Allowances .................00...... $ 720.83 
ROVATIPe etme es bee, ee 210.97 
FOC SE ON ade ere es hh 54.00 
GT ey ac) apc Meee’ CLAY UR tS es Re 103.54 
Passe Gerri see eee we ere ic th 100.00 
PLOMOTONAINC ce. ee a a tea lurecs 5.50 
CULM History eee oe We eR Mawes er ee 25.00 
Personal—Miss Irma Beitler ................ 5.00 
Personal—Miss Agnes Lutke ................ 72.00 
Personal—Rev. & Mrs. BE. J. Dick ...... 50.00 
Personal—Miss Anna H. Quiring ........ 37.78 
Personal—Miss Tina Quiring .............. 25.00 
Personel—Miss Selma Unruh ............... 10.00 
Personal—Miss Aganetha Friesen ........ 15.00 


Personal—Rev. & Mrs. R. D. Bontrager 10.00 
Special 
YS sip hs; ao GM aimee g Se Se Re EOE, 5c Be 2000.00 
Bible & Christian Literature Fund 218.30 
Total other than Central, E.M.C, 
E.M.B., and General Mennonite Conf. $3650.14 
TOTAL RECELE Ds cece te $38,531.81 


CONGO WAYSIDE GLIMPSES 
(Continued from page 15) 
is a baby who begins to cry loudly, 
usually the mother has tthe choice of either 
handing the protesting infant to the usher 
who will himself take it outside, or of 
going out herself with it. 

Would you like to hear some Congo 
proper names? Here, a child is given a 
native name at birth. However, when Afri- 
cans become Christians, they like to take 
what they deem to be a Christian name at 
the time of their baptism and acceptance 
into church membership. They retain their 
native name and just add another to it. 
Following are some examples of girls’ 
names: Kanyonga Louise, Kapela Geor- 
gine, Ngombe Clementine, Somona Veroni- 
que, Kasese Rebecca. 

And for the boys, here are some ex- 
amples: Tshilumba Joseph, Muyaka Ger- 
ard, Kitoka Enos, Tota Isidore, Tangua 
Roger, Mudiji Brunon. 




















THEIR “'REST"' 


L. W. Beckly 


We call them home for much needed rest 

Our missionaries, faithful and true; 
“Then we chase them about from east to west, 
Toa tell what the Lord can do. 


At night they are speaking and visiting late, 
By day many miles they must go; 

Their schedule is full, they must keep every date, 
Never mind if they’re weary or no. 


We expect them to picture the heathen’s pie need, 
And thrill us with incidents true; 

We drink in their message, and bid them Cododeon. 
Never sensing how little we do. 


Their love for lost souls is earnest and deep 
They pour out their hearts all aflame, 

To them we must seem very heavy with sleep, 
With no zeal the good news to proclaim, 


The days of their “rest” come soon to an end, 
Their faces turn “homeward” again; 

So with tiring farewells and “God-bless-yous” we send 
Them to labor once more for lost men. 


Theyre speeding away to the harvest so white, 
Soon to be in the place they love best; 

But how can they go with new strength for the fight, 
When their furlough provided no rest? 


If we “homeland” Christians would faithfully do 
God’s will, if we served with true zest, 

Then Christ’s “Come apart” would prove blessedly true, 
For His servants would have time to rest. 
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Rev. Reuben Short, Evangelical Mennonite Conference’ - - - =| 1952 
Mr. A. Neuenschwancer, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - 1953: 
Rev. N. J. Schmucker, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - : . - 1951 
Mr. H. A. Driver, Evangelical Mennonite Conference - - - = - 1953 
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Rev. A. E. Kreider, General Mennonite Conference - 2 - = - 1951 
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STATIONS AND MISSIONARIES 


Charlesville Bruxelles, Belgium 

Miss Frieda Guengerich Rev. and Mrs. Robert Bontrager 

Miss Anna V. Liechty Mr. and Mrs. Allen Wiebe 

Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Rocke On Furlough 

Miss Aganetha Friesen Mrs. Emma Moser 

Rev. and Mrs. Russell F Schnell Rev. and Mrs. Roy O. Yoder 

Miss Erma Beitler, R. N. Rev. and Mrs. Geo. B. Neufeld 

Miss Tina Quiring Miss Lois Slagle, R. N. 
c/o Bureau des Missions Protestantes Se 
5, Rue du Champ-De-Mars Retired 


Rev. and Mrs. John P. Barkman 


Bruxelles, Belgium Recently Accepted 

eo R a Mrs. Harold Graber 

Miss Fanny Schmallenberger aoe mee oe “ foe i Sates 

Miss Mable Sauder es sat ‘ nae ur Janz 

Rev. and Mrs. Elmer Dick Oe Noe ae yey : ce en 

Miss Lodema Short | pegs (HEN a) Et es Oty Mi 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Entz . Se ay Mr. and Mrs. Levi Keidel . ; 
Nyanga rake Address of m‘ssiun) and all missionaries ex- 

Way and IES, Henry A. Toews ; cept Mukedi Station and Mutena Station. 
Miss Anna H. Quiring Charlesville. Kasai District. Congo Belge. 
_ Miss Selma Unruh Africa. 

Rev. and Mrs. Frank J. Enns Cable address Conin, Charlevsille, Congo — 

Miss Kornelia Unrau . Belge. : 
eee ee eee ees Mukedi Station Address: Mukedi, par Kik- 
Dr. Mia Nie tories seh warts wit, District, du Kwango, Congo Belge. 

Rev.-and Mrs Vernon Sprunger Africa, : es 

Miss Agnes Sprunger | Mutena, via Tshikapa, Kasai Dist., Con- 

Miss Agnes Lutke go Belge, Africa. 

Miss Erma Birky The above missionaries represent the fol- 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Rempel lowing religious bodies: 

Rev. and Mrs. James E. Bertsche ‘General Mennonfte Conference (18) 
Tshikapa Central Conference Mennonites (11) 

Rev. A. D. Graber — Evangelical Mennonite Conference (14) 
Banga ~ The Evangelical Mennonite Brethren (5) 

Mr. Ernest Yoder Missionary Church Association (1) 
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‘The First Christmas Carol 


With a Judean hillside as a stage, 
And myriads of stars for a system of light; 

There came the songs that have lived down the centuries, 
Brought by a choir of angels in white. 


This carol of the angels , 
Was to announce the Saviour’s birth. 

Their words were, “Glory to.God in the highest, 
And peace and good will toward men, on earth.” 


The first Christmas song of the angels 
Expressed the heavenly mind, . 

That the Christ child would glorify God, 
And peace and good will men would find. 


By His wondrous words and deeds 
Jesus brought glory to the Father on high; 

And by His gospel of love to men, 
Peace and good will were brought nigh. 


Peace and good will have their sweet way 
When Christ lives in the hearts of men, 

And God in the highest is glorified too, 
When we with Jesus have been. 





—Hattie Laughbaum. 
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A Blick Seda, Sears fo all if : 


The Constitution of the Congo Inland 
Mission calls for two annual meetings 
of the full board to be held the second 

Tuesday each of April and 
MONEY October. The names of the 

board members are given 
on the inside of the front page of each 


issue of the Messenger. i 


The financial needs of the following 
fiscal year are always studied at the 
October meeting. To carry on the 
present program of the Congo Inland 
Mission, it will require the sum of 
$107,862.70 during the fiscal year of 
1951. The largest item in the budget 
is, of course, that of missionary allow- 
ances which is nearly $40,000.00 for 
1951. The operating field budget comes 
next at approximately $23,000.00. Ap- 
proximately $18,000.00 will be requir- 
ed for transportation for missionaries 
to and from the field next year. A 
large item of the budget is the educa- 
tion of our missionaries in Belgium 
which is a requirement since the Con- 
go is a colonial possession of Belgium. 
At present it takes less than seven 
per cent of the total money to admin- 
ister the work of Congo Inland’ Mis- 
sion. In other words, we can think of 
ninety-three cents out of every dollar 
given as direct missionary work. 

The figures given above represent 
only the running expenses of the Con- 
go Inland Mission and do not cover 

the building of 

SPECIAL ASKINGS dwellings, 

churches, and 

other buildings. These are taken care 

of by special gifts from friends and 
supporters of the mission. 

Does it cost or pay? One person 
says missions cost too much money. 
Another person reads the annual re- 
port and hears the missionaries tell of 
the work accomplished and the souls 
saved and says it is a good investment 
that pays well. “One soul is worth 
more than the whole world.” 
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bontrager and 
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Wiebe write that 
they are getting settled and down to 

| hard work in Brus- 
PREPARATION sels. Beginning 
IN BELGIUM this year in Sep- 
tember the Belg- 

gian Government has established a 
course in French for missionaries 
which they will pursue until May, at 
which time an examination in French 
will be given,.Then those who have 
become sufficiently proficient in 
French will continue in the Colonial 
Course. Our missionaries need our 
prayers in this final phase of their 


preparation for witnessing to the ~— 


power of the Gospel to the Congolese. 


Just as God is faithful in calling 


His servants to support His work 
with their money, He also is faithful 
in calling 
NEW MISSIONARIES young peo- 
| ple to give 
their lives to Him for defnite service. 
The Congo Inland Mission is a chan- 
nel of service for young people who 
have consecrated their lives to God. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Graber of Pret- 
ty Prairie, Kansas have offered them- 
selves for immediate service and were 
accepted with thanksgiving and im- 
mediately appointed to the work at 
Charlesville. They come in as answer 
to much prayer and concern since the 
Charlesville staff has been drawn 
from heavily in staffing the new sta- 
tions at Tshikapa and Banga. Also 
acepted as missionary candidates are 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Janz, students at 
Grace Bible Institute, Miss Lena Frie- 
sen, R.N. of Chicago, and Miss Marie 
Diller, who is completing require- 
ments this year for the M.R.E. degree 
at New York Biblical Seminary. 


Rev. and Mrs, John B, Jantzen and 
little Evelyn Ann and Miss Tina Quir- 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Letters from the Field 





NEWSY NEWS FROM MUTENA 
Dear Co-labourers in Christ: 


May the joy of the Lord abound bounti- 
fully in each one of your hearts. We 


were happy to welcome Miss Schmallen- 


berger back into our midst July 12. The 


Dick family and Miss Sauder were on hand | 


at the airport to meet her when her plane 
came in. There were also other C. I. M.ers, 
namely Mr. Graber, who had invited us 
all over for a meal at noon, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Toews and family from Nyanga, who 
had come into Tshikapa on business. A 
group of the native Christians came in to 
welcome her after we had arrived at 
Mutena. 


The night of July 12 Mrs. Entz came 
down with an attack of malaria in connec- 
tion with other complications which made 
her case quite serious, So much so that 
Saturday morning we decided that I go to 
Mukedi to call Dr. Schwartz. Dr. and Mrs. 
Schwartz left almost immediately and 
arrived at Mutena sometime after mid- 
night. Monday Mr. Entz was also forced 
to stay in bed. We are grateful that the 
Lord again undertook in His marvelous 
way so that by Wednesday Dr. and Mrs. 
Schwartz could again return to Mukedi, 
their patients being well on the way to 
recovery. 


Some of the latest help which we have 
received here ati Mutena has been in the 
form of a team of mules. One of our 
greatest difficulties has been to find a 
man whom we can teach to be a mule 
driver, In our territory we have no beasts 
of burden. All transportation is either on 
the heads of women or the shoulders of 
men, Therefore all work which is con- 
nected with the caring for and driving 
mules is very foreign to them. We feel that 
these mules will be a great saving to the 
station in jobs of short transportation. 


We are now in the midst of our dry 


season and everything is looking very dry. 
The sky is filled with smoke and soot from 
the grass fires, The nights become quite 
chilly so that in the morning a person is 
willing to put on some sort of jacket or 
sweater. At such times one often pities 
the natives as they shiver in the cold of the 
morning because the most of them do not 
have an extra wrap to put on. 

Our assistant pastors have been and are 
out visiting the various outposts and min- 
ing camps. May the Lord help them to be 
a real encouragement {to their people. 

We are grateful for your every remem- 
brance of us. May you continue to be 
greatly burdened for the work of the Lord. 

Sincerely in Him, 
Elmer J. Dick. 


GOD WHO CAN SHAKE THE WORLD 


During an earthquake that occurred a few 
years since, the inhabitants of a small village 
were generally very much alarmed, but they 
were at the same time surprised at the calm-— 
ness and apparent joy of an old lady whom 
they all knew. At length one of them, ad- 
dressing the old lady, said: “Mother, are you 
not afraid?” “No,” said the mother in Israel, 
“I rejoice to know that I have a God that 
can shake the world!”’—-Charles H. Spurgeon, 
Volume II of Great Pulpit Masters (Revell). 


Must the heathen abroad wait to hear the 
gospel until the heathen at home become 
willing to hear it? 


“Tf we have not enough in our religion to 
drive us to share it with all the world, it is 
doomed here at home.” 


Light received and obeyed brings more 
light; light received and rejected brings 
darkness. 
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GREETINGS FROM NYANGA 


Dear Christian Friends, 

Greetings in our Saviour’s Name. 

“Oh that men would praise the Lord for 
his goodness and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men; And let them sacri- 
fice the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and de- 
clare his works with rejoicing.” Psalm 
107521, 22: 

We praise the Lord for His goodness to 
us and for the wonderful works among men. 
As itinerating trips were made into the 
villages many souls responded to the gospel 
and accepted the Lord as their personal 
Saviour. Pray for these newly-born babes 
in Christ that they may stand true. Many 
of them were older people and chiefs. of 
villages. 

The: month of August is school vacation 

for us at Nyanga, because it is the cater- 
pillar season. The women, girls and chil- 
dren go to gather caterpillars every day. 
They go. very early in the morning. They 
gather the caterpillars from a certain kind 
of tree, called the mukoso tree, which is 
getting new leaves now. The caterpillars 
feed on these fresh leaves. The caterpillar 
season lasts about a month. 
. The last week in August our out-station 
teachers are coming in to the station. We 
pray this will be a blessed week that we 
shall have together with them and that it 
will be a spiritual uplift to them. In the 
forenoons we meet with them to help them 
along in their spiritual life also to help them 
with their educational problems. In the 
evenings we plan to have meetings. By that 
time our electric lights will be ready for 
use in the church which will be a great as- 
set to our evening meetings. On the eve- 
ning of August 11 was the first time we be- 
gan to use our electric lights in our houses. 
We thank you very much who made it pos- 
sible for us to have these lights. 

This year the Annual Missionary Confer- 
ence will be on our station. There will not 
be an African conference in connection with 
our conference as in former years. We cov- 
et your prayers for guidance in matters that 
will have to be discussed. 

Next year, the Lord willing, I expect to 
see you face to face. May God’s blessing 
rest es you aS you remember us in prayer. 

-Yours in His service, . 
Selma Unruh. 


Nov.-Dec., 





“WORKS OF LOVE” 
Dear Co-workers, 


This morning I had a heart-warming ex- 
perience which I would like to share with 
you. Part of our women’s work is a weekly 
meeting in which we come together for spir- 
itual refreshment and instruction helpful to 
home life. One of the things continually 
stressed is the importance of doing personal 
work. All are encouraged to speak to some 
unsaved woman about her salvation each 
week. Occasionally we have their reports 
of “work of love” as we call it. 


I had announced last week that today we 
would like to hear of some of their experi- 
ences. At times the response is poor. To- 
day after an inspirational talk by one of the 
women and a season of prayer I wondered 
if there would be any use to ask for reports 
(how weak our faith is at times). 


One told of going to the bedside of a dy- 
ing relative. She spoke of how he listened 
as she told of Christ and His love and offer 
of salvation. Then we heard how the sick 
one gave his heart to the Lord before pass- 
ing into eternity. 


Another woman brought her neighbor 
whom she had been teaching for several 
weeks and who now wished to become a 
Christian. They asked that I come out to 
give further instruction and to witness the 
destruction of the witchcraft she had in 
her house. 


Still another reported that a patient who 
has been awaiting surgery for three months 
has been staying at her home. During that 
time both the patient and her husband have 
been attending church services and talking 
with Christians here. Now they have both 
accepted the Lord and are very eed 2 in 
their new found joy. 


The woman who helps me at the a 
nity ward told that her mother is: very ill 


‘and .will not live long. She asked for a day 


off to go and see her again. Her mother is 
not a Christian and refuses to hear the good 
news that her daughter longs to tell her. 
Then she told how she had removed the 
witchcraft from her mother’s house and with 
tears streaming down her face said, “I took 
it out but my mother did not want me to. 
I’m afraid: she will die a lost woman.” 


1950 


There were others who told of their suc- 
cesses and rejections as they told the gospel 
story. My heart was touched that they are 
truly giving their time to the Lord’s work. 
They really feel a burden for the lost. Pray 
for them. 


In His service, 
Dorothy Schwartz. 





Two Christian women holding some of the 
witch-craft of 3rd woman who has just made 
a confession. 








Feel glum—keep mum. 

Don’t grumble—be humble. 

Trials cling?—just sing. 

Can’t sing—just cling. 

Don’t fear—God’s near! 

Money goes—He knows. 

Honor left—not bereft. 

Don’t rust—Work! Trust! 
—Selected. 


- Never has the church had more wire 
stretched and yet so little power in it. 
x ok 
Many go to extremes, either freeze or 
fry. 
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MISSION LIFE 


When you’re thirsty, you walk over to 
the faucet and draw a glass of water and 
drink, Or, if you are so fortunate, you go 
outi to the old pump under the grape arbor 
and pump yourself a sparkling, cold tin cup 
full. 


But here it’s not quite so simple. The 
missionary’s drink of water usually origin- 
ates in a spring, river or lake, Here it is 
generally intercepted by a “water boy,” 
that is, an African with two. five-gallon 
pails (halves of 36 liter kerosene drums) 
suspended from a stubby, stout piece of 
bamboo om his shoulder. After having fill- 
ed them to the brim; thrown in a big hand- 
ful of green leaves to keep. the water from 
“sloshing,”’? he begins his climb tto the mis- 
sion station, often by a twisting and steep 


foot path up the side of the valley. 


Upon arrival att the missionary’s house, 
it is deposited in a large hundred gallon 
drum on the kitchen veranda. Here the 
cook takes over, He dips out a couple of 


kettles full and after it is filtered through 


a cloth (ito weed out sediment and var- 
ious sundry and other foreign objects) it 
is put on the kitchen stove. Here it is left 
till it reaches a rolling boil after which it 
goes to the house where it usually goes on 
a table standing in a breeze, if possible. | 
After some hours, Mrs. Missionary takes 
over; pours it into bottles and sets it aside 
for the time when Mr. Missionary will 
come in, hot and sweaty, waniting a drink. 





CHILDREN AND WOMEN AND MEN 


“A mighty river rushes along, 


Mighty beyond our ken, 

This is the river that rushes along: 
Children—and women—and men. 

They are living in darkness, and dying in sin, 
Children—and women—and men. 

They are rushing from now to an awful then, 


Hundreds of millions of men! 
Oh, what can I do to help them? 


Christ died for these millions, I know. 
But someone must take them the message of 
Life. 
Shall I help those who do so? Or go?” 





HERE AT MUKEDI 


Greetings to our co-laborers in tthe 
homeland. This month here at Mukedi has 
had its usual amount of activity and we 
truly believe that the work is going for- 
ward for which we praise God. 


The medical work is being carried on 
from the new dispensary now which en- 
ables more efficient service to be given to 
the sick. It.is a low brick building includ- 
ing an examination room, ulcer treat- 
ment room, lab and ia large room which is 
used for keeping records and handing out 
medicines, It is located at the far end of 
the station close to the old hospital build- 
ing. 

This is the month in which the doctor 
made his annual visit to the other sta- 
tions. He returned on schedule reporting 
that all was well. Imagine our surprise a 
couple of evenings later to see Rev. Dick 
from Mutena drive in with the report. that 
Mrs. Entz had fiallen. suddenly ill. The 
doctor and his wife left immediately to 
join the Mutena staff for several days. 
We are glad eet Mrs. Entz now is much 
better. 


We were all saddened here by the death 
of the nine-year-old daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Peterson, a neighboring missionary 
family serving ‘under ‘the. Mid-Missions 
Organization. The death was thought to 
have -been caused by malignant malaria 
and complications. Most of the Mukedi 
staff attended the funeral. 


About 12:30 on the night of July 15th, 
the Mukedi Staff was awakened by the 
noisy arrival of a new Ford panel truck and 
two travel-weary passengers. They were 
Mr. Russell Schnell and Mr. Ernie Yoder. 
Ernie had arrived in Congo about a week 
before and Russell had intercepted him at 
Kikwitt on his drive inland to. Charles- 
ville. They left early next morning hoping 
to reach Charlesville yet that night. We’ll 
be glad tto get up in the middle of the 
night any time to greet a new missionary! 
Who’s coming next?? 

The buiding program has been speeded 


up by a recent letter from the government 
stating that the school building now under 


THE CONGO MISSIONARY MESSENGER 


~ Nov.-Dec., 


erection must be finished by the last of 
October. This will necessitate some special 
effort on the part of the workmen as well 
as some extra trips gee the truck for 
building materials. ; 


Alt the time of this writing, Jim Bert- 
sche and the native assistant pastor are 
out for a week end in the villages holding 
meetings, Because of the lack of personnel, 
this phase of the work has been neglected 
in the recent past. However with more 
workers it is hoped that this important 
phase of the work can be given more at- 
tention- and that more souls may be» won 
into the Kingdom. 


Mukedi Correspondent. 





CHRISTMAS EVERYWHERE 


Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


Christmas in lands of the fir tree and pine, 

Christmas in lands of the palm tree and vine, 

Christmas where snow peaks stand, solemn 
and white, 

Christmas where cornfields .stand sunny 
and bright. 

Christmas where children are hopeful and 
gay, 


Christmas where old men are patient and 


gray, 

Christmas where peace, like a dove in his 
flight, 

Broods o’er brave men in the thick oF the 
fight; 


Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 

For the Christ child who comes is the Mas- 
ter of all; 

No place too great, no cottage too small. 


—PHILLIPS Brooks in 
Evangelical Missionary World 


a 
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SNAKES AND SCORPIONS 


Both of the above named creatures are 
very prevalent in the Congo. Scorpions are 
rather interesting to look at. The formation 


of their bodies and legs reminds one of a- 


musical instrument. One morning not long 
ago, I saw on the wall of one of the rooms 
this interesting formation pictured or traced. 
Later, Carol said that she had killed it with 
her shoe at night and thus the impression 
had been left on the wall. By the way, 
shoes are handy implements for killing a 
number of the Congo pests such as two- 
inch roaches, centipedes and giant spiders. 


For snakes, however, it is better to run 
when there is no corn knife or stick in view. 
One day Paul saw a snake just as he was 
getting out of the truck. With nothing on 
hand, it was best to run, and so he escaped 
from the enemy. One day, while eating my 
evening meal, an unwelcome visitor ap- 
peared at the window. Fortunately there 


' Was a screen at the window so he could 


come only so far. After being struck, the 
snake disappeared. After looking around we 
found him under an innocent looking flower 
tin. Before long, he had been conquered. 

Not too long ago, the village Africans 
came with a beautiful long snake-skin of a 
python. It had swallowed a dog when the 
Africans caught it. 


Some weeks ago our garden helper was 
bitten by a snake in the Boys’ Compound. 
He had a very sore foot, but recovered with 
proper treatment. One of our school boys 
was not so fortunate. We often marvel, that 
so many of the Africans are protected from 
snakes as well as the missionaries, but once 
in a while there is a fatality. It is God’s 
mercy upon us, I am sure, that there are 
not more fatalities. This boy was on his 
way back to the Station when he was bit- 
ten in the road. Those who were with him 
wanted to bring him to the Station, but la- 
ter they decided to take him to his village, 
and he died on the way. Later when his 
father and brother came to the Station, I 
talked to the younger brother and reminded 
him that even in his deep sorrow, God was 
near. Though he was just a little chap, he 
seemed to comprehend this and to take cour- 
age. 


M. Toews. 
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A TALL ENOUGH PREACHER 


A steward came to the presiding elder and 
asked for a preacher. “How big a man do 
you want?” asked the elder. “I do not care 
so much about his size,’ said the steward, 
“but I want him to be tall enough to reach 
heaven when he is on his knees.”—Selected. 


You can do more than pray after you 
have prayed, but you cannot do more than 
pray until you have prayed.—Dr. A. J. Gor- 
don. 


WHEN CURIOSITY KILLS 


A man rocked a boat to see if it would tip. 
IT DID! 

A laborer stepped on a nail to see if it 
would go through his shoe. IT DID! 

A man looked into a gun to see if it was 
loaded. IT WAS! 

A woman looked into a patent medicine 
booklet to see if she was sick. SHE WAS! 

A worker smelled escaping gas and lit a 
piece of oily waste to find the leak. HE 
FOUND IT! 

A young girl kept late hours to see if it 
really would injure her office work. IT DID! 

A young man tried drinking to see if it 
would make him behave like a fool. IT DID! 

A man said, “I’ll ignore Jesus Christ and 
see if I go to hell.” HE DID! (Luke 16:19-31). 


—Bible News Flashes. 
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EDITORIALS | 
(Continued from page 4) 


ing have just about arrived on the 
mission stations in 
CONGO BOUND the Congo. During 
ae the past year they 
studied the prescribed courses in 
Brussels, Belgium and are most hap- 
py to begin the work for which they 
have been preparing. The Jantzens 
will serve at Nyanga and Miss Quir- 
ing at Charlesville station, D.V. Their 
needed preparation has been both 
strenuous and difficult and they will 
need added grace and strength as 
they take up the study of the native 
languages and all that it requires for 
adjustments in a new country and 
place. “Our God shall supply all your 
needs.” We will remember to pray 
even more definitely for the supply 
of their daily needs. 


Not quite a year ago, one of our 
faithful missionaries and a friend had 
the privilege of meeting and with a 
| hearty handshake came 
this glowing remark 
“1950 has come.” This 
| remark takes on much 
emphasis and meaning when we re- 
member this missionary as the person 
of Mrs. Frank J. Enns. Two years ago 
they as a family had agreed that Rev. 
Enns will go on to the Congo and Mrs. 
Enns will remain in the homeland 
until 1950, with their family. During 
the month of August Mrs. Enns and 
Miss Erma Birky began their journey 
“homeward.” They arrived in the 
Congo, September 13th, each to their 
respective stations, Mrs. Enns at Ny- 
anga and Miss Birky at Mukedi. We 
thank God for care and protection. 
We know some of the circumstances 
during this time have been difficult. A 
quotation from their letters is as fol- 
lows: “The Lord has been so good,” 
and Rev. Enns says, “Once more I 
have someone to make it a 


1950 HAD 
ARRIVED! 


‘home’. 
May God abundantly bless these mis- 
sionaries as they continue their la- 
bors for Him. 


On pages 12 and 13 of this current 


Nov.-Dec., 


issue of “The Congo Missionary Mes- 
senger,” you will find (and we hope 
you do) the re- 
FROM DECEMBER quested “Pray- 
3RD THROUGH er Partner 
DECEMBER 9TH Schedule” for 
the first week 
of December. It has been suggested 
by our C.I.M, Ladies’ Auxiliary Com- 
mittee that since it will become nec- 
essary for someone to arrange for and 
lead out for this much needed fea- 
ture, each pastor’s wife, in connection 
with the president of your ladies’ 
auxiliary will together work out a 
plan and the place for this daily pray- 
er hour. These leaders will know 
what will be best and applicable for 
your own group. We are sure this 
week of prayer for the C.LM. work 
will have definite and lasting results, 
if we are willing to sacrifice both 
time and effort and give ourselves for 
this phase of the Kingdom Cause. 


THE THIEF IN YOUR CHURCH 

The thief in your church is indifference. 
Indifference steals the congregation, saps 
the enthusiasm of your members, kidnaps 
the members of your Sunday school, steals 
the life from the service, robs the choir of 
its joy of serving, and takes the pleasure out 
of giving of both time and money to the 
Lord’s work. 

Indifference keeps the usher from being 
faithful in his post of duty, makes the Sun- 
day school teacher “just as soon stay at 
home,” robs Christians of their testimony, 
and workers of their zeal; indifference binds 
the tongues of many of the congregation, 
keeping them from singing and enjoying the 


song service; it seals the ears of others, | 


closing out the words of help and wisdom 
that would free them from the chains with 
which they are bound. It closes eyes to the 
needs of others; and purses are clutched 
and held firmly shut by the hand of indif- 
ference. . 

Indifference is a thief and a robber; drive 
him from your church. 


We ought to be dogmatic plus, but too 
often we are dogmatic, period. 


~~ 


‘ter’ 


1956 
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MINUTE MEDITATIONS 


Do your eyes see filth or purity? It’s up 

to you. 
‘ * * * 

Why should you worry about what others 
think of you? But what: does Jesus think 
of you? 

* oe * 

A young man once asked of Bishop Sel- 
wyn, ‘What shall I do for Christ?” The Bish- 
op replied, “Go where He is not and take 
Him with you.” This could mean to foreign 
fields or to the family next door. 

* * * 

The one thing that is worse than a “Quit- 

is one who is afraid to begin. 


% %* * 


Mere words are a cruel mockery. 
* * h 
There is a vast difference between good 
sound reasons and reasons that simply sound 
good. 
a * * 
Does anyone need a special call when the 
command has already been given? 
Many people seem to use their head only 
for a rat rack. 
If life hands you a bitter pill, for goodness 
sake, don’t go around chewing it. 
* * Oo 
If you have been brought to the end of 
your rope, tie a knot in it and hang on. 
us * * 
Always look for the best. Mud 
thing that produces some rare lilies. 


is the 


Some people are so spiritual that they are 
of no earthly good. 


%. ke & 


Those who bring sunshine to the lives of 


others cannot keep it from themselves. 


a * a 


. All God’s revelations are sealed to us un- 
til they are opened by obedience. 
° a * % 
Let God’s truth work in you by “soaking 
in it” not by “worrying into it.” 
* % * 
God will never reveal more truth about 
Himself until you have obeyed what you 
know already. 


Beware of becoming wise and prudent! 
* * * 
An African once said, “There are no fruits 


in the wilderness.” 
* * * 


A lamp consumes itself to. give to others. 


* * * 
To think that God would. reason ‘with us! 
# * * 


Love always gives itself fully to the ob- 
ject of its love. 

o * 

Our largest problems are often our largest 
age ae 
m % * 

Unless we stand -for something, ° we fall for 
most anything. 5: 

a * * 

Staying on your knees before God keeps.. 

you on your feet before men. 
* % * 

If we had more preaching on the awful- _ 
ness of hell in our pulpits, we’d have less in 
our communities. 

% % * 

You cannot break God’s promises by lean- 
ing on them. 

* % * 

No one will need to institute a lawsuit to 
collect the wages of sin. 

* % * 

Hoarded religion pays no interest and the 
principal is in danger. 
* * * 

The “risen life”. is the best cect ta to a 


‘risen :Christ:” 
* ok * 


A loose tongue often gets its owner into a 
tight place. 

a * * 

Love never asks how much I do, but how 
much ean I do. 

* * * 

Jesus is not only “a very present help in 
trouble,” but our help in preventing trouble. 
% a * 

Character is a long standing habit. 

% * * 

The reason a dog has so many friends is 
because he wags his tail instead of his 
tongue. 

* * o* 


Many saints do need defrosting. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3. Pray for the C.I.M. missionaries— 


1. Pray that they may have grace and strength to fulfill their 
obligations. . { 
a. To God ' il 
b. to the African Christians and non-Christians y 
ce. to the Belgian Government y 
d. to the C.I.M. Board a] 
e. to the home constituency 
2. Pray that spiritual power might be given them as they wrestle i 
against heathenism, sin and a non-Christian civilization, i : 
3. Pray that patience, love, and wisdom may be multiplied to them | 
as they face the solving of many difficult and perplexing prob- 
lems. | 
4. Pray that they may be used of the Lord in winning the native 
Africans to Jesus Christ. 
5. Pray that they may win many of the Europeans to the Lord also. 
6. Pray that their ministries may be living, teaching, and preaching the Gospel. || 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, Pray for the C.I.M. African Churches— qy 
Pray for a real revival among the 12,000 members. 


eds 


dS 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5. The Assistant Native Pastors— 
1. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6. The African Leaders (other than pastors). 
1. 
















PRAYER CHANGES THINGS | 

eee. ‘Prayer the Power | 
PRAYE| 
for our Congo Inland Mission wot| 


' 


that sin may be confessed to God and to each other. 

that many may consecrate themselves fully to God and His service. 
that material gain might be sacrificed for God’s cause. 

that “every member may become an ember.” 

that many backsliders may return to God. 


Oo Ps 2 O..2 


Pray that many young men may present themselves to God as teacher-evan | 
lists in our needy out-villages. | | 
Pray that many young women may be willing to be soul winners also, All 
1 
a y 
Pray that our assistant pastors may feel their grave responsibilities: i 
a. to God . : i 
b. to their own churches ai 
ec. to C.I.M. i 
d. to their own unevangelized peoples. : 


Py 


Pray that they may realize the joys that come to those who serve in like se 
ice. - | 1 
Pray that they may be humble servants of the Lord. y 
a. realizing first of all that they may be servants—not chiefs. ; 
b. that they should be examples in all matters of life and conduct | 
Pray that they may have grace and wisdom to cooperate fully with the missic 
aries and the home board in establishing an indigenous church : 


° “ai 


| 


| 
i 


Pray for the deacons—teachers—evangelists—Sunday School teachers—song lee 
ers—school teachers—children’s and women’s workers—speakers and all lez 
ers ; 
a. that they might realize their responsibilities to God and the church. { 
b. That they might have real joy in serving the Lord and their own people 
humility and love. 7 ; 


c. that they may be true witnesses toHis saving and keeping grace. | 





| 


gs 


THINGS CAN CHANGE PRAYER 





RTNERS 
: duled for December 3—December 9 


d. that they may have the courage to stand against their evil 
customs and superstitions. 

e. that they learn to be good stewards of all that God has given 
them, 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7. The Unreached natives on our sta- 

tions and in our areas. 

1. Pray for the unsaved boys and girls in our station and outstation 
schools. 

2. Pray for the unsaved workmen on our stations. (They live in the 
sea but come in to carry water, chop wood, make bricks, 
etc 

3. Pray for the unsaved that come to the stations for medical aid. 

4. Pray for the mothers, who come to our maternity wards. 

0. Pray for those who live in outstation villages where teacher- 
evangelists preach and teach the Word. 

Pray that many living in various camps may have the privilege of hearing the 


| Gospel and be saved. 

ja. that the C.I.M. boys and girls may have the opportunity of attending schools 
| conducted by our own mission. . 
'b. that C.I.M. may conduct such schools within the camps, by capable African 


| teachers. 
| Pray for the prison work at Tshikapa. 


| Pray for the work in our African hospitals. 


IDAY, DECEMBER 8. Pray for the Home Constituency— 

| That every conference member may have a desire to see souls saved. 

| That every member may continually: pray for.C.I.M. and its activities. 

| That our vision may be enlarged to mission activities. 

'That we may seek end know His will regarding our part in this work. 

| That we may learn to “worship the Lord with our tithe and offerings.” 

| That we may never be content until we have learned to “give cherfully,” our- 
| selves, our time, and our monies. 


TURDAY, DECEMBER 9. Pray for the C.L.M. Board Members— 
| That they may find grace, peel and wisdom to faithfully carry out their 
| grave responsibilities. 
‘a. to God 
b. to the field 7 
} c. to the home churches. 
i} d. to the Beigian Colonial Government. 
| Pray that they seek earnestly to do God’s will: 
in directing the work at home and in the Congo. 
in the accepting of new missionaries. 
in contacting new recruits. 
in solicitation and distribution of funds. 
in the necessary promotion program. 
! | Pray that the Lord may bless the united efforts of all the affiliating conferences 
| of C.I.M. 
| Pray that “The Congo Missionary Messenger” may prove a blessing to its readers, 
| Pray much for the new expansion program, | | 
) a. that new interest be created. 
| b. that efforts may be redoubled. ' 
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WOMEN'S PAGE 


ANNUAL REPORT OF C.LM. LADIES’ © 
AUXILIARY | 
For The Year 1949-1950 

Summary of Materials and Cash Contribu- 

tions and Shipments Made to the Congo 
Total of baby layettes received ........ OR O165 
Total pieces received 

(Kimonas, aprons, towels; feed sacks, 





baby (blankets) 255.2 eee eee Die oe ae 4579 
Total pounds of bandages ......2...0.00.0.0.......- 922 
Total pounds of materials .............0.......... 1861 

Cash Receipts 
African: Sewing i 28 SARS ew eee $1185.06 
Baby -Meed int sane ee eas .... 800.00 
Medicals Shares ins a ee ee 923.00 
ATGais SOILDDIN £22 eo eee ee, 384.44 
Spectal:=Projects 2200.9) > Sak eee 3997.01 - 
TotalaCash Receipts fee eee $6789.51 
_ Shipments Made to the Congo 
PU OL Ole I SAV OULCS a ae Sus tc a Sd eee 2165 
PESO UE EEOC CSe eee roti cc kt ao en es ee ea 4579 
Total pounds bandages ..-..2cu222 os 922 
WP Otalapounus sent. .2.at ct carats mere es 1861 
LOtal Cost: Gi Shipments 23s 222480. $387.22 
“Tet us do with our might what our hands 
find to do.” 





A CHRISTIAN EXTRAORDINARY 
Viola L. Smith, American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society 
The hands that just handed me the ‘sum 
of twenty-five francs are not physically 
beautiful; the fingers are stubby and slight- 
ly deformed; the nails have been pared to 
the quick with a knife. But the Psalmist 
who wrote about the beauty of feet that bear 
good tidings should also have written about 
the beauty of hands, like Louise Lau’s, that 

serve others. 

The money which Lau brought to me rep- 
resents. half a month’s salary; for six months 
she- has been pinching and saving in order 
to send a gift to her sister.. How like Lau 
to sacrifice in order to help her sister, who 


probably does not need help as much as Lau. 


does, even though she had asked Lau for 
help in “feeding her hungry children.” 

Lau was brought to the Mission a sickly 
little girl of fifteen in 1933. Her relatives 
did not see much prospect of marrying off a 


girl with her ailment, so they brought her to 


us. Proper medical care cured her and three 


years later she was married to Kihama, 


one of our consecrated young students, and 
went with him to be a missionary to the 
Bapelende people. Lau’s life has held more 
than the average share of suffering and sor- 


row. She has known many days of acute ~ 


hunger, she has been sick far from home 
and those who cared, with only her husband 
to help. He endured the jeers of the people 
as he did the tasks generally done by women 
in this country. Imagine a man going to the 
stream. for water for a woman! Or cooking 
food for her! 

Suddenly Kihama died, with all the symp- 
toms of poisoning. Lau was left with two 
little children and a baby soon to be born. 
No one would help Lau to get to the hos- 
pital. She started off on a hike of more 
than a hundred miles, hoping to reach us 
in time. She had only her two little tod- 
dlers with her when the baby was born by 
the side of the road; a frail little one who 
did not long survive the remaining fifteen 
mile journey on the day of its birth. None 
of her family came to help Lau. 

For three years Lau has been working at 
the mission hospital to help support her two 
little girls and herself. Last year one of her 
sisters died, leaving a tiny baby. It was Lau 
who went for the baby and brought it to the 
Mission, through jungle terrors. The cour- 
age that had taken her through many trials 
did not desert her on that trip. She and 
Nzobo her daughter had been walking all 
day and were hot and tired when they sud- 
denly came upon a lion. Nzobo yelled and 
started to run; but not Lau. It didn’t take 
them long to scramble up the nearest tree. 
All night long the woman and the girl sat 
in the tree while the lion roared and jumped 
at them. Lau’s face glowed as she later told 
us of her experience and likened her plight 
to that of Daniel in the lion’s den. Had not 
she, too, been delivered by the Lord? 

As I took the money from Lau’s hands and 
promised to mail it to her sister, I couldn't 
help but wonder if my own heart would be 


- so big. Lau has known no kindness from her 


family since the day they thought them- 
selves well rid of the sickly girl they 
brought to the Mission. However, when dif- 
ficulties overtake them, it is to Lau they 
turn, for they know that she will sacrifice to 
help them. —From Congo Mission News. 
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How Can I Pray? 


If I within my heart withhold 
Forgiveness for another’s wrong, 

If with a spirit proud and cold 

I face the erring human throng, 
How can my prayer to heaven be, 
“Forgive my debts, forgive my debts,” 
How can I lift my own heart’s pleas, 
“Forgive my debts’? 


If I refuse to heed the call 

Of God to paths I would not tread; 
If, yielding not to Him my all, 

I choose the selfish way instead, 
How can I pray with heart sincere, 
“Thy will be done, Thy will be done”? 
How can I pray with conscience clear, 
“Thy will be done”? 


If I shall fail to do my share 

To serve mankind with needs so 

grave, ; 

And leave to darkness and despair 

The soul which Jesus dies to save, 

How can I to my Father say, 

“Thy kingdom come, Thy kingdom 
come”? — 

How .can I pray, how can I pray, 

“Thy kingdom come”? 


—VERNA WHIMERY 





| Peace conferences may be fine... but 
prayer meetings produce more results! 
I am convinced that nothing in Christiani- 


ty is so rarely attained as a praying heart. 


—Charles G. Finney. 


The greatest hardship of a missionary’s 
life is not the strange food he eats, nor the 
houses he lives in, nor the trying climate, 
nor the lack of modern conveniences, nor 
even the homesickness and loneliness of sep- 
aration from congenial friends and loved 
ones. The greatest hardship in the mission- 
ary’s life, and the thing which drives many 
defeated from the field, is the constant com- 
bat against the powers of darkness. If the 
missionary is left without sufficient aid in 
prayer, he suffers.—Mrs. Jonathan Goforth. 
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BECAUSE YOU PRAYED 


Because you prayed today 

I found it was not hard to face the dawn, 
Take up again the work I laid away 

But yesterday, and shoulder it, and dare 
To smile a bit, 

And find a blessing I’d not dreamed was 
there— 
Because you prayed! 
—A Missionary. 


WHY TITHE? 
Rev. Alfred S. Hill 


1. It is scriptural—Jesus endorsed it. 

. It has stood the test of time—4,000 years. 

3. It places our giving on a businesslike 
basis and eliminates haphazard, careless 
methods, 

4. The practice yields great personal joy 
and satisfaction. 

5. Our nine-tenths goes farther (with God) 
than ten-tenths (without God). 

6. It is fair to all. 

7. It eliminates emotional “civil war’ when 
we face appeals for funds. 

8. It is a safeguard against covetousness. 

9. It is tangible evidence of our love for 
God and the church; our giving backs up 
our works. 

10. It helps us give “as the Lord hath pros- 
pered us.” : 

11. It is little enough to share when our 
Christ gave His all. 
12. It helps our church to render a more ef- 
fective ministry at home and abroad. 
14. The practice increases our interest in the 
church and spiritual things. 

15. It helps us to raise our children in the 
way they should go. 

16. The practice gives us a better credit rat- 
ing—ask the banker. 

17. It is a vital step in helping fulfill the 
first and great commandment. 

18. It helps us put God first in our lives. 


bo 


To see earth, open your eyes; to see heav- 
en, close them. 


* * * 


Heathen in America are plentiful but 
they are heathen by choice. 
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Of Itinerating 

Say friends, how would you like to go 
itinerating with us out into the villages for a 
few days? We are getting ready right now to 
spend a week or 10 days “in the path,” as 
they say in Congo, and you’re welcome to 
come along. Come on now, youre not so 
busy but what you can spare a week! We 
promise it will do something to you and for 
you. ; 

Here’s a few things we'll have to take 
along. For sleeping, folding camp cots, light 
blankets and a good mosquito net. Why 
blankets? Because in the greater part of 
Congo, a blanket feels mighty good along 
about 2:00 in the morning. As to clothing, 
you’ll want a complete change for every day 
out. You’ll perspire and then the dust of the 
road mingled with the dirt of the village will 
“stick.” By evening, unless the light is good, 
you often wouldn’t have too much difficulty 
passing for an African! Bring your sun hel- 
met or at least a good felt hat. That tropical 
sun packs a real “wallop” from about 10 AM 
to 4 PM. Then, there is the food item. We'll 
want considerable tinned items: cheese, mar- 
garine, vegetables, meats. We'll want to put 
some fresh baked bread and maybe some 
cookies in a large tin. Don’t overlook that 


water. A couple large thermos’ of boiled 


water plus a demi-john of unboiled will do 
us for the first few days. Later on, we'll boil 
some more. We'll want a box of books, Tes- 
taments, song books, slates, pencils and tracts. 
The Africans are learning to read rapidly in 
many areas and especially where we have 
teachers they often want to buy reading ma- 
terials. 

-We must not overlook the collapsible table, 
folding chairs, pressure lantern and of course 
you'll bring your quinine, tooth brush, soap 
and towels. Now let’s see, what have we 
overlooked? Say, have we matches? And 
what about the powdered milk? Did you 


Wayside Glimpses 


By Rev. James Bertsche 





think to put in a sack of coarse salt? Often 
we can buy eggs or fruit with it in the vil- 
lages. We have the records of the believers 
in the villages we’re going to, don’t we? We 
will want to check on them to see if they are 
still there; if they are making progress in 
their Christian life; if they are contributing 
to the work of their church, etc. Now let’s 
see, what’s left? Oh, yes, we have a new 
blackboard made in our carpenter shop to 
take out to one of our teachers; and they’ll 
be needing some note books and chalk fur- 
ther down the line. Then there is a basket of 
millet and two chickens that one of the Afri- 
cans on the station wants to send to his 
friend along our route—which reminds us 
that one of our students here in the station 
school asked us to be sure to bring back the 
sweet potatoes and peanuts that his mother 
has ready to send to him. We must save a 
nook in back somewhere for a 36-liter drum 
of gas. The signs of the “Flying Red Horse” 
and the “Texaco Star” are far and few be- 
tween out here! We'll slip a .22 rifle in on 
the floor beside the driver’s seat. You never 
know when you'll see a partridge or hawk, 
bustard or jackal or even a small antelope. 
Here comes our African assistant pastor who 
will be doing most of the preaching in the 
villages, so we'll be off. 


You say that was a terrific bump? You 
haven’t seen anything yet! This is a num- 
ber one route. Wait till we get off on a side 
road. We haven’t put extra duty springs 
and tires on this panel truck for nothing! For 
a while we'll be crossing this rolling sandy 
plain. Notice how nice and green everything 


.is? Those green expanses don’t look too 


much different than Kansas wheat fields in 


the spring, do they? But not a soul lives in - 


this area for miles. around. The reason is, 
there is no water. It looks beautiful just now 
because it is the commencement of the rainy 
season and the plains grass is just beginning 
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to sprout: In two months’ time, this will be a 
wild tangle of 6 to 8 foot, tough, wiry grass. 
It will stay that way till another dry season 
comes. When the rains cease, it soon becomes 
tinder dry. Then come the Africans who set 
fire to it—both to clear the plains and to trap 
and kill wild life. This leaves it dry, brown 
and barren till the first rains of another wet 
season turn everything a refreshing light 
green. 


Notice that line of trees in the distance? 
That. marks the approach to a valley and a 
stream. When we arrive there, we'll be wind- 
ing our way down grade and as we reach the 
rolling valley bottom, we'll be driving among 
palm trees, vegetation typical of a tropical 
climate. We’ll also be seeing many villages. 
See those mounds of grass clustered over 
there among the trees? No, they aren't hay 
stacks. They’re native huts. To make them, 
they first construct a dome-shaped frame- 
work of bamboo and green sticks around 15 
feet high at the peak with a diameter rang- 
ing from 15 to 20 feet. This framework is 
firmly lashed together and then layers of 
grass are tied on covering it from the ground 
up to the little “top knot.” That little open- 
ing on the side approximately three feet by 
two is the doorway and that is the only 
opening. There are no windows; no ventila- 
tion; no light and there is a fire smouldering 
inside most of the time. What smoke gets out 
simply has to filter and seep its way. out 
through that grass thatched roof. This is a 
common type of hut in this area (Mukedi) 
but there are others as well. 


See that group of women coming up the 
road toward us with those baskets on their 
hheads? See those long white sticks about 
like your forearm packed into them? That 
is manioc. They are coming from the river 
where they had put it to soak a couple of 
days ago. At that time, it was a long root 
covered with a tough, poisonous, brown skin. 
But two days in the river soaked and soft- 
ened it. They have scraped all that off leav- 
ing the white starchy heart. They are going 
up to their village where they’ll lay it out 
in the sun. After a couple more days, it will 
be perfectly dry and they’ll break it in 
pieces; put it in wooden pestles and pound it 
into flour with their smooth, 5 to 6 foot, hard 
wood pounding sticks. The flour is then sift- 
ed’ through home made, close meshed bas- 


~ 


kets. The resulting flour is nice and white. 
This is mixed with crushed millet or corn 
and boiled. The resulting mush (resembling a 
regular corn meal mush, but heavier, darker, 
stickier, smellier and starchier) is formed 
into large balls and called “musa.” It is eat- 
en cold, usually with boiled greens of some 
sort and forms the bulk of the African’s diet. 

Take a close look at these African gentle- 
men standing at the side of the road watch- 
ing us pass. Notice the copper bracelets on 
the wrist of the one. That signifies that he’s 
a village chief or important elder. See that © 
animal tusk on a string about the neck of 
the other? That probably came out of the 
jaw of a wild boar and is worn both as a 
decoration and with the superstitious hope 
of deriving strength and protection from it. — 
How do you like their hair—all done up in 
innumerable tight little mud curls? This is 
done by dressing the hair with a generous 
coating of red mud and palm oil and then 
painstakingly twirling tiny tufts between the 
fingers forming tiny curls. They are wearing 
the traditional dress: a piece of cloth about 
two feet wide wrapped about their loins 
held in place by any. one of a number 
of things such as a cord woven from palm 
leaf fibers; another piece of cloth twisted in- 
to a rope of perhaps even a bright red plastic- 
belt bought at some company store. 

‘We are nearly at our destination for the 
day, that is, a government guest house. (The 
Belgian Government has built, and is yet 
building, rest rouses at strategic points all 
over Congo for the use of its traveling gov- 
ernment officials. They are, however, at the 
disposal of all white people as they have 
occasion to use them. This is very practical 
and helpful to missionaries who are out itin- 
erating.) However, lest you imagine we're 
going to stay at a fashionable country club, 
I warn you now that there may be a dirt 
floor, mud walls, bamboo roof, perhaps no 
doors and certainly plenty of- cockroaches! 
We still make this our headquarters and 


~ each day we'll go from here to visit as many 


villages as possible. 
(To be concluded) 


If you were given 5c for every kind 
word you have spoken, or if you were given 
5e for every unkind word, would you be 
rich or poor? 
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CONGO BOUND 


“Faithful is He that calleth you, who also 
will do it.” I Thess, 5:24. 


We have found this verse to be very true 
in the past few years. It has been wonder- 
ful to realize the Lord’s guidance since the 
day He called us to serve Him in Africa. 


It was through reading His precious Word 
and hearing of the need from missionaries 
that the Holy Spirit spoke to us about yield- 
ing our lives for service in Africa. With the 
“love of Christ constraining us” we could but 
answer, “Here am I, Lord, send me.” 





Mr. and Mrs. Harold Graber and Family 


The Lord then led us to Bible School that 
we might prepare ourselves for missionary 
work. Here the vision of the whitened har- 
vest fields never grew dim and we felt we 
must go “ere the night cometh when no man 
can work.” 


Several months ago it was made known 
to us that there was a definite need for 
someone to do evangelistic work in the Con- 
go. Immediately we realized that the Lord 
was opening a door for us in this field since 
we had been praying for the opportunity to 
do this type of ministry. Since then the 
Lord has wonderfully lead step by step, 
overcoming every obstacle and preparing 
the way for us to go forth with the news of 
salvation. 


Our purpose in going is to make Christ 
known. We of ourselves are insufficient, 
but our sufficiency is of God. “His strength 
is made perfect in weakness.” 


May we depend on you to uphold us in 
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earnest intercessory prayer that we might 
know what the will of the Lord is and that 
our labor for Him might bear fruit. “Pray 
for us that the word of the Lord may have 
free course and be glorified, even as it is 
with you.” II Thess. 3:1. 


Harold, Gladys, Stanley and Carolyn 


Graber. 





THE DEATHLESS PRESENT 
_The past never returns, the future never 
arrives. Yesterday is a tomorrow in embryo; 
tomorrow is a. yesterday on the rebound. 
Only the present moment counts; that alone 
is infinite, eternal, deathless. 


That which we do for each passing mo- 
ment, we do for eternity; aside from that, for 
eternity itself we can do nothing. Where- 
fore the greatest text of the greatest Teacher 
runs: “Take no thought for the morrow: for 
the morrow shall take thought for the things 
of itself.” 


There is one thing, and one thing only, 
that we can do; if we do it not, we were 
dead before we were born. Give, give, give; 
give of our best, give of our worthiest. Give 
to the present, the everlasting present, our 
energies, ‘our skill, our devotions, our 
thoughts. 


When you and I pass out into the great 


eternity, our Judge will ask of us one mo- 


mentous question. Our answer to that ques- 
tion will fix our eternal habitation. “How 
much of love to God and man did you put 
into the passing moment while you were 
still a part of it?” 


Give—for the years are passing; give free- 
ly; all too soon the noonday follows sun- 
rise, the sunset follows noon. Place love 
lamps in the window, bless others while you 
may. Today the door stands open; tomorrow 
—who shall say?—Treasure Chest. 
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willed 
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WHAT NOW? 


When we “stop to think, we are over- 
whelmed with the magnitude of the task to 
make any impression on the lost world ‘to- 
day. After almost 2,000 years of the sowing 
of the seed in the world, there are still more 
people on the earth who have never heard 
the name of Christ than at the end of the 
first century. We hasten to add that this does 
not indicate the failure of the Gospel, nor 
the failure of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
not the age in which He plans to convert the 
world. This is the age in which He takes out 
of all the nations of the earth a people for 
His name. To this latter task we give our 
lives in service. We could add scores of 
other fields as needy as Africa to our list. 
As always, “The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are few” (Matt. 9:37). _ 


Shall we quit? Never! The Word with 
which we have been entrusted is ours to 
‘give out even as the five loaves and two 
fishes entrusted to the little boy, when our 
Lord walked the earth. As in his day, it was 
said, “What are these among so many?” so 
we say, “What can we do to touch the vast- 
ness of our field?” We need only to turn to 
the Word of God and determine our respec- 
tive responsibility, dedicating our lives to 
the accomplishment of it. We are to rest as- 
sured that God holds us responsible for our 
faithfulness, not for our success. He also 
holds us responsible for giving the Gospel 
to the world, but He does not hold us re- 
sponsible for bringing the world to the Gos- 
pel. He holds us responsible for the kind of 
prayer that moves’ the arm of God in re- 
sponse to His promises. When these have 
been accomplished, God will see His purpose 
fulfilled in us. ' ; 


Pray Now 


‘The immediate challenge is a challenge to 
fulfill our responsibility in prayer — pray- 
ing in the Spirit and not the mere per- 
forming of habits even in ‘prayer. “. . . pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth labourers into his harvest” 
(Luke 10:2). Since the Word of God is 
“quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
two edged sword” (Heb. 4:12), it will ac- 
complish that whereunto it is sent when 
backed up by the power of the Spirit of 
God. Isaiah prayed, “Lord, send me.” 


This Power Must be Behind the Person 

God’s true missionaries and preachers 
have been distinguished by one outstanding 
feature. They were men of prayer. Prayer 
to them was, even as with Paul, a striving 
with earnest effort of soul, and what it was 
to Christ, ‘‘strong crying and tears” (Heb. 5: 
ver. 

This Power Must be Behind the 
Presentation of the Word 

Properly given forth, the Word of God 
draws, attracts, edifies, convicts, and saves. 
God’s Word presented by the power of the 
Spirit of God transforms hearers, changes 
them from darkness to light, delivers them 
from the power of paganism and sin to the 
joy of salvation and liberty. 
This Power Must be Behind the Missionary 
| Program in General 

This becomes our immediate challenge. 
When missionary endeavor is being retarded, 
souls take the Gospel lightly, and hearers 
become indifferent to the Word, prayer is 
lacking in the homeland. When our church- 
es in the -homeland are sufficiently interest- 
ed to pray systematically and intelligently 


for the work of foreign missions in gener- 


al, missionaries specifically, and projects in 
particular, results will be multiplied. What 
are we doing about it in the homeland? 
Probably not too much. May we listen to the 
Word of God and to the pleas of the mis- 
sionaries with whom we are laborers “to- 
gether.” We should meet with them around 
the throne of grace in our respective church- 
es and in our homes daily. We have not ac- 
complished the first thing in missions until 
we pray. —R. M. B. 


SPEAK TO US, LORD. 
Speak to us, Lord, until our hearts are melt- 
ed, 

- To share in Thy compassion for the lost; 
Till. our souls throb with burning interces- 
(i sion, = SE ei 
“That they shall know Thy name, what’er 

the cost. ~ A caraany 


Speak to us, Lord, till shamed by Thy great 
giving, ss 
. Our hands unclasp to set our treasures 
. free; 
Our will, our love, our dear ones, our pos- 
' sessions, 

All gladly yielded, gracious Lord, to Thee. 


- 
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A SONG 


It was very early in the morning, the day 
was new, the sun had just risen, the sky 
still held the dawn colours, the air was still 
dew-cooled. There was abroad that quiet- 
ness which somehow makes God seem near- 
er and more real than in the hurly-burly. 
As the missionary neared the food-garden 
hidden away in the forest, on the morning 
air came the strain of singing, and such 
singing! There was nothing to do but listen 


entranced to the song. Without a trace of | 


exaggeration it sounded like the voice of 
some heavenly visitor singing a song of 
praise to the Redeemer, a song of thanks- 
giving, a song of joy, a full-throated song, 
pulsating, vibrating, ringing out over the 
still atmosphere like a peal of bells, ac- 
companied by the music of the river. For 
these few minutes the listener was transport- 
ed to heaven, into His immediate Presence, 
the gates of glory swung wide and Jesus was 
‘revealed high and lifted up. 


The singer? Only, a Native lad of about 17 
years, our garden boy. He is a good singer 
for a Native, but that does not mean that 
he is a good singer. What made his voice 
sound so wonderful was the peculiar acous- 
tics of the garden. A clearing has been made 
- in the forest for the seed beds, which means 
that the garden is completely surrounded by 
giant trees, and the effect of sound was sim- 
ilar to that of an exceedingly high-ceilinged 
cathedral. The ordinary Native voice was 
clarified and amplified by the acoustics till 
it seemed beautiful beyond description. 


The actual incident was delightful and up- 
lifting, but more than that we rejoice to 
think of thousands of such men all over this 
territory singing the hymns of Zion as they 
work in their gardens, go on long tramps, 
or sit round the bonfires. Many of them 
seem poor Christians to us: they fail and sin 
and backslide over and over again, some- 
times we wonder if a work of grace has ever 
been done in their hearts, but surely some- 
thing wonderful has been accomplished if 
tongues that once sang the vile immoral 
songs of Congo now sing the songs of the 
redeemed. Something pure and holy has 
been brought into these lives that never 
_ knew a pure thought. Thank God, there are 
thousands in this land who “sing unto the 
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Lord a new song” and again, thank God 
that at His coming there will be many from 
this land singing “Unto Him Who hath loved 
us and washed us from sin, unto Him be 
the glory, For Ever, Amen.” 


Loreen H. Newington. 


“Not called!” did you say? “Not heard the 
call,” I think you should say. He has been 
calling loudly ever since He spoke your sins — 
forgiven—if you are forgiven at all—entreat- 
ing and beseeching you to be His ambas- 
sador. 


Put your ear down to the Bible and hear 
Him bid you go and pull poor sinners out of 
the fire of sin. Put your ear down to the 
burdened, agonized heart of humanity, and 
listen to its pitiful wail for help. Go, stand by 
the gates of hell and hear the damned en- 
treat you to go to their father’s house and 
bid their brothers and sisters and servants 
and masters not to come there. And then 
look the Christ in the face, whose mercy you 
have professed to have received, and whose 
words you have promised to obey, and tell 
Him whether you will join heart and soul 
and body and circumstances in this march 
to publish His mercy to the world. 


—William Booth. 





It isn’t the ship in the water that sinks it; 
it is the water in the ship that sinks it. 


% * % 
By preaching “the Word” some men move 


multitudes, but by prayer any believer can 
move God. 
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REASONS FOR THANKSGIVING 


Dear Friends: 

The Lord has undertaken for us in 
every way here at Mutena. Again there 
are so many reasons to give thanks and 
sing praises unto Him, for hearing and 
answering prayer. 

August has been a month of vacation 
for the Dicks, which they spent at 'the 
Lake. We are happy that they could go for 
they needed the rest. © . 

August is also the last month in the 
dry season just before the rains begin. And 
so every effort was put forth in the in- 
dustrial department to get needed work 
done which is very difficult in the rainy 
season. This is brick making and burning. 
Afitter the bricks are made and dried in 
tthe sun they are hauled to the station 
where they are burned in a kiln. Since the 
model A was the only car on the station, 
it, with the trailer, was used to haul the 
bricks, This was all well and good until the 
model A gave out. And from then on the 
task was quite a job and slower than ever. 
The needed repairs were not on hand to 
repair the old Ford. The Lord undertook 
for us in that it did not rain until all bricks 
were in, and kiln burnt. We praise the 
Lord for answering prayer. 

It was Sam’s aim to also get the roof 
completed on the dwelling house (which is 
under construction at the present time) 
before the rains begin. This was not ac- 
complished. As new missionaries we have 
to remind ourselves that everything goes 
here in the Congo. 

We also praise the Lord for undertaking 
for Mabel. She had an abscessed tooth 
which caused her much pain and distress, 
and we knew we could not make the trip 
to Lubondai (A.P.C, Mission) to a dentist 
with the model A. After praying about it, 
we sent a messenger to Tshikapa to ask 
Rev. Graber for the use of his car to make 
this trip. While we were waiting for word 
from Rev. Graber, a patient came into the 
maternity ward for confinement. Compli- 
cations set in and there was no other way 
but take her to Tshikapa to a native hos- 
pital, where a doctor could take care of her. 
So once more the model A began its jour- 
ney. Every few minutes we had to stop 
and give the old Ford a few adjustments 
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before we could resume our journey. These 
were anxious moments. I prayed continu- 
ally asking the Lord to somehow undertake. 
We knew that the missionaries on the sta-. 
tion were in prayer, and surely the Lord, 
who had never failed, would not fail us 
now. _ After driving about 18 miles and 
crossing one ferry, the Lord gave grace and 
strength in that the patient gave birth to a 
baby girl. No, the baby was not living. We 
knew we could not save the life of the in- 
fant, but were hoping to save the life of the 
mother, and we praise the Lord for it. How- 
ever, the native does not think this way. If 
she cannot give birth to a live baby, she is 
of no value and might as well be dead. Often 
it would be better for the mother, would 
she have died. We then started our trip 
back to Mutena. We left the grandmother 
in the village to bury the infant. The hus- 
band consented that his wife could come 
back to our station, which we were thankful 
for. For very often when the mother has 
delivered and the baby is dead, or dies dur- 
ing her stay, she has to go and bury the 
baby; that is not all, but is severely beaten 
by her husband and relatives, and mistreat- 
ed in every way. We were able to keep the 
mother for a few days, after which she went 
to the village. What happened to her... 
we can only pray and trust that mercy was 
shown her. While here at the station, the 
patient and relatives heard the Gospel 
story of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
We claim the promise in Isa. 55:11—“So 
shall my word be that goeth forth out of 
my mouth; it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it.” 
Yes, the Lord answered in that Rev. Gra- 


ber arrived. Sam and Mabel started out the 


next morning for Lubondai where Mabel’s 
tooth was taken care of. All went well and 
they could return in a few days. 


There is a-heavy burden upon our hearts 
for our African Christians. Won’t you help 
us pray for them? They ofttimes are in 
difficult places where it is so hard for them 
to resist the evil one and rely on Him when 
the outside forces are against them. Pray 
for our school children who are not saved, 
that they might find Christ before this 
cember. Pray for the work in the villages; 
school term ends in the beginning of De- 
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there are so many yet in heathen darkness, 
that many may yet hear and. receive Him 
as their personal Saviour before it is for- 
ever too late. 
Yours for the lost in Congo, 
Leona Entz. 


THREE DIED TODAY 
Rev. Robert K. Smith—Kenya Colony, Africa 

Today has been a hard one for the nurs- 
ing staff at our hospital—three deaths! (This 
is very unusual, as our percentage of deaths 
is small.) Oh, the sorrow of the nursing 
staff! They join in the heartbreak of the 
families involved. Furthermore, they are 
troubled by the ever-recurring realization of 
their limitations as nurses. Had there only 
been a doctor to diagnose the cases and to 
prescribe treatment! 

For years I’ve watched our nurses faith- 
fully minister, doing work far beyond their 
preparation. And for years I’ve watched 
hopeful {prospects for the mission field 
study in the medical school, then get their 
heads turned by the appeal of financial pos- 
Sibilities of home practice. But I’ve seen, 
too, the young doctor look toward the mis- 
sion field, see what little opportunity the 
average mission hospital facilities offer him 
for doing the work for which he has spent 
years of training and thousands of dollars, 
and turn slowly but surely to the homeland 
career. How badly these nurses need that 
doctor! Yet they work and treat patients un- 
der conditions which no doctor would want 
to practice. 

Church of Jesus Christ, what an opportu- 
nity lies before you in the medical field! 
Daily we see from 50 to 150 patients meeting 
in the “banda,” a small grass-covered en- 
closure, for prayer. Many hearing the gos- 
pel for the first time have been drawn from 
their heathen surroundings by the hope that 
the mission hospital can help their sick one. 
Before treatment is completed, many are 
born-again Christians. 

I am pleading that you rally to thi need 
on the mission field to furnish buildings and 
medical equipment, so that adequate work 
can be done. We are losing the greater num- 
ber of doctors not because they haven't a 
call, but because they have not the equip- 
ment, nor an opportunity to fulfill the career 
which accompanies a call for even the most 
devout Christian doctor. It is up to us as a 


church to meet this demand. Will we do it? 

I appeal to the young doctor—called of 
God to the mission field. My friend, GOD 
has called you. Even if the Church of Je- 
sus Christ will be dilatory, can you not 
trust God for the opportunity of a career 
that will bring blessing? Much depends up- 
on your faith and your willingness to do 
the best that you can with what you have. 
But I do believe that more and more the 
church will supply the fields with necessary 
equipment. 

Our nurses, who are doing beyond what 
should ever be expected, are going on midst 
tears and heartbreak without the needed 
doctors. Oh, doctor! do come and help! Oh, 
Church! do take away these discouraging 
hindrances of inadequate equipment from 
the path of doctors to one of the most bless- 
ed ministries. What will you do about this 
need? And while you procrastinate—THREE 
DIED TODAY! 


OPENING OF A WAY 
A Sure Answer at the Right Time 


The late Dr. Jowett said that he was once 
in a most pitiful perplexity and consulted ~ 
Dr. Berry of Wolverhampton. “What would 
you do if you were in my. place?” he en- 
treated. 
sree. MOMS know, Jowett. 
and you. are not there yet. 


I am not are 
When do you 


~ have to act?” 


_“On Friday,” Dr. Jowett replied. 
“Then you will find your way perfectly 
clear on Friday. The Lord will not fail 
you,” answered Berry. And, sure enough, 
on Friday all was plain. 
_ One of the very greatest and wisest of all 
Queen. Victoria’s diplomats has left it on 
record that it became an unwavering habit 
of his mind never to allow any opinion on 
any subject to crystallize until it became 
necessary to arrive at a practical decision. 
_ Give God time, and even when the knife 
flashes in the air the ram will be seen 
caught in the thicket. | 

-Give God time, and even when Pharaoh’s 
host is on Israel’s heels a path through the 
water will suddenly open. _ 

Give God time, and when the bed of the 
brook is dry Elijah shall hear the guiding 
voice. 


—F. W. Boreham in The War Cry. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 


~ Receipts for months of August and Sep- 
tember, 1950, from Central, E.M.C., E.M.B.. 
and General Mennonite Conferences. 
Central 





Missionary Allowances . ....$1386.84 
sereelistion sek Se oe he 52.13 
“a REV eps hac Teel bik pig can Bs Seah Pie tly anette en Ua 15.00 
General 2165.47 
Medical 11.00 
Special 
Organ y OG ers wate eee 74.25 
PUSHIK ADA, OLAETOMe ike. d ia cctns nee el acs, 20.01 
Bible & Christian Tatterettne Fund . 290.19 
TCX Danelouer MW LIGsuets AO ee eed s, eer 247.07 
‘oral Gentral.. 2 <* chp a uie esha es: $4263.06 
E.M.C. 
Missionary Allowances ....... $2500.00 
Mvangelisticng):.-dcte Sl oes os Jo 75.00 
AGS aa Sb) SAR cat BP tae, ROE ae 43.20 
Medical . 50.00 
General Beet ae 4, 4 5872.26 
Insurance Premiums: SESE Pati so OP Mare edhe 
Passage 3 Gta ead Aang ne BUNS epee a ae pe 108.59 
Special 
Banga Station: .......... _ 1856.34 
Bible & Christian Tiveratucs Fund: £2 2718.62 
TOS ATIRLOM tether ee Mas gE ota SS 3530.00 
Missionary Dwelling 137.39 








‘Potal <VLC: ..$15,013.42 
E.M.B. 
Missionary Allowances . $ 648.17 
Operatingebudget.220 6" 2 ., 503.48 
Insurance Premiums 124.10 
General 12:85 
Passage ... 34.68 

DATS Heide Pin to ce, $1323.28 
General Mennonite Conference 
Missionary Allowances ... .. $2172.42 
Operating Budget . 693.50 
Evangelistic eee 80.90 
Insurance Premiums 354.99 
Gerjeralte (8 7.00 
PASSA Or ye sea eS ake 756.00 
Personal for Selma Daten. 25.00 


& Mrs. E. J? Dick 


Personal for Rey. 21.69 
Personal for TinarQuiring kk Se P48 
Personal for Rev. & Mrs. Samuel Entz 17.00 
Personal for Anna Liechty . 67.39 

Tobad (Creneral os er vie $4206.39 





Other than Central, E.M.C.. E.M.B., and 

Generel Mennonite Conference: 
Missionary Allowances _........00000....... $ 142.50 
EVAN PCH SCIG? Bm eee il) ce Pea ue ee eet 10.00 
CONEY AL! ee wean is eek pam ee 3000.00 
PROMOUIONGLG pees. (8.0.2 ie ee eee 50 
Personal for Rev. & Mrs. Robert D. 

BON ASEe whet eats 22k, wen ON Fees 10.00 
Personal for Miss Irma Beitler ........... 5.06 
Personal tor Rey, "Focd.- inns: ee 2 15 008 

Total other than Central, E.M.C., 

E.M.B. and General Mennonite 
Wontlerence iii 7a we eet $3183.00 
OV AdGC RECEIPES: ste fo eee. $27,989.15 


Those who are inclined to spend money 
for luxuries should think of what might be 
done with their money if put to better use. 
What we have, we have by the grace of 
God. Who is there who claims the right to 
squander money for self-gratification? How 
can we “take it easy” when souls by the mil- 
lions are going down to Christless graves! 
Is it not true that many are lost because 
church members consult their ease rather 
than the eternal welfare of dying souls? 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God.’—Daniel Kauffman. 


Give as you would if an angel 
Awaited your gift at the door; 
Give as you would if tomorrow 
Found you where giving was o'er. 
If you met His loving look; 
Give as you would of your substance 
If His hand the offering took. 
—Author Unknown. 





DO WE CARE? 


MARY ETTA AYRES | z 


Do we care that to children in far away lands. 

The sweet story of Jesus has never been told? 

Many years have gone by since the Savior once said 
That to all in the world should this gespel be spread; 
Yet they never have heard how He came to bring light. 


And they sit in the dark, without hope. 


Do we ecare?. 


Do we care that right here in our own native land 

Many children grow up without finding the Lord? 

In their homes in the hills, far away from the eee 
There is no one to teach them our glad Sunday song: 

So they roam through the fields, and they fish in the reanen 


But they know not the Christ who can save. 


Do we care? - 


Yes we care, and for them every day we will pray; 
We will send men and women with hearts full of love. 


Who will tell them of Christ, 


how His life once He gave; 


How He died on the cross, that from sin He might save. 
We will go, we will send, we will pray, we will pay. 
We will show by our love and our gifts that we éare. 





UNLESS YOU HELP 


t 


TI prayed: “O Lord, bless all the worid, 
- And help me dso my part.” 

And straightway He commanded me 

' To bind a broken heart. 


I prayed: “Oh, bless each hungry child, 
May they be amply fed.” 

He said: “Go feed a starving soul 
And share with him your bread.” 


He answered: 


“O, stir the hearts of men,” I prayed, 
“And make them good and true.” 

“There is but one way— 

They must be stirred by you.” , 


Dear friend, unless you really mean 
Exactly what you say, 

Until you mean to work with God. 
It's dangerous to pray. 


—Leola Archer in Christian Advocate. — 


tO Be ee 


oo a a 


